£

Otaws, 19th March, 15185,

I am in regeipt of your letter of the 1%th
inats NG, in whichoyou sumait protests from certain 8%, Regls
Indiane against the proposal to grant a loan of $500,00 to
Johm Thomrzon of the 8%. Regie Band 4o enadle i‘l:‘ui 10 erect a
ham on his looation; and in »eply I bes to say that it is
thought that the Indisnne o senrealy understand the arrange-
nent under winleh a loan is made. In granting thié loan the
Deparimens is not using St. Regis Band Munds, and therefore
the intevssts of tho other [ndlans belonging to %ne band are
not in any way ,j'ef‘,?}f*z:dized. i\’ith regard to the arrangement
to mortgage Thompsonts f'amm as security for repayment of the
loan, 1 nay say that this 1is 2 matter hetween the Devartment
ana Thampson, [And ;'.hz'rret‘."arrs it is a matter with which the other

members -of the bund have no interest. It is hoped that the
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Progre=sive gpirit sown by Thompson will be emilated by other
members of the St. Regls Rand, and’ that they will in she

futur: take a greate» interest in ine pursuit of agrioulture,

The Department desires to encourage all the members of the
4 s St :* .

band 1o engage in faming along progressive lines,

Youwr obgdient servant,

F.E.Taillon Esq. ?
Indian Agent,
St. Regis, P.9.
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