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were Banker
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Phil Livingston
Comrs

John Collins

We wendell

Whereas his Excellency Willm Burnet EsqrHerd & Rentelaer

David Van Duch Capt. Genll & Govr in Chief of the Provinces of

New York Newersey hath been pleas to write

a Letter to the Comrs. appointed for managing the

and affairs at albeing dated the 22 of October last

wherein he enclose Copy of a Petition of several

Mercht of London to his Majesty against an Act

of General Assembly pass in New York the 19th

of Novemr. 1720 and an order of his Majesty in

Council upon that Petition referring it to the

Lords of Trace & there report thereon with

the Chief allegations made by the sd Merchts

before the said Board desiring us to make

our observations on as many of the sd allegate

ons mentioned in the sd Petition or hearing

before the Lords as we know they have misrepre-

sented. We having considered of the same do

take leave most humbly to make the following

Observations thereon

that what is alleadged in the first Article of

the petition aforesd that all trade whatsoever

is prohibited in the streetest manner & under

the severe penalties between the Inhabitants

& of New York Governmt. & the french of Canada

Contracies it felt for that only relates to Ind

Goods, having ever since the passing of sd. Act had

free liberty to dispose of Christian Goods & very

considerable quantities have been vended to the

french of Canada
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107 That the Reasons assign'd in the preamble

of this act for the pasing thereof we dont

Doubt but the same were very well grounded

since the sachims of the five nations have often

applied to this Governmt to prohibit the felling

of Ind Goods to the french, for they affirmed

that by that they were enabled to supply the

far and whereby they prevented them from

coming to trade wt the Inhabitants of this Pro=

vince for they had shrowds so plenty that

they lay at Jagara as a Wall over wch the said

far inde could not come to carry on a free Trade

hither, and at the same time alleadged that the

great supply the french gott from hence

would be the occasion that strows would

become the decker to them.

as to what they say that besides wth nations

of Ind
that are in the English Interest, there

are fever any nations of Indus who are at pnt

in the interest of the french, and who by between

York & wch nations of Ind in the English Interest.

by which we perceive they are is informed

for we dont know of any such Indrs living be

tween the places aforesd in Interest of the french

his Trade with the far if it could be entirely

brought hither would not only be of great conse=

quence to his Majes Interest but no small incon=

agemt. to the five nations in General, who have

opend a path & invited them to trade is them

& ye Inhabitants of this Province. The more since

there are some nations of Ind who by the Insinu=

ation of the french are settled above Schagard

on land belonging to the sinckes wch they

have some years since surrendred to his Majesty

being their Chief Beave Hunting wth those & other

far and the sd five nations promote a Trade
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