
Q. What is your definition of Objectivism?

A. Objectivism is the name Ayn Rand choose to designate her 
philosophical system. There are a lot of different ways in which 
the name Objectivism relates to her philosophy. I think most 
immediately that her philosophical system is for objectivity as 
opposed to subjectivity, as opposed to the idea that our whim 
an<^ wishes determine the facts. It is also opposed to mysticism, 
which is really another form of subjectivity in that it takes the 
vtew that truths, moral truths, absolute truths, the good in itself, 
all exist intrinsically out there in some higher level of reality 
which is know through intrinicism, i.e. whim. So, initially the 

Objectivism stands for objectivity. She has defined the 
of her philosophy in four words. In metaphysics (the 

branch of philosophy which deals with the ultimate nature of 
reality) objective reality. In epistimology (which deals with the 
nature and means of human knowledge)—reason. In ethics, 
self-interest. In metaphysics (the branch of philosophy which 
deals with the ultimate nature of reality)—objective reality. In 
epistimology (which deals with the nature and means of human 
knowledge) reason. In ethics, self-interest. In politics, capital­
ism. Her philosophy basically argues that reality exists in itself 
as an objective absolute, which Man can know through the use 
of reason.
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Recently Ayn Rand’s philosophy 
of Objectivism has been enjoy­
ing increased popularity on 
campus. Rand’s vision was first 
popularized in her novels Atlas
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police force to deal with internal criminals, to have an armed lnrll\/lrll loliom 
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A. First of all, let me address the question of philosophy EXCSlibllT S NdOOll PclSC06 dbOilt 
versus ideology. That distinction I think carries with it a pecul- ^ L. - /. , • ■ • « ,
mrily twentieth century connotation that is associated with the 106 lU0080160t3l DriOCIDl6S Ol
term ideology. Usually what someone has in mind is that you ai • . . , •

0bl^hvism and Its relevance to
ideologies are people who are trapped in some set of beliefs for AAA tPITHinr^n/ ICC/ IOQ 
which there is no rational demonstration. That they are veiled vV'11ItyVU/a/y lOOUCO. 
from the real truths and that their beliefs are nothing but per­
sonally subjective views or class-created viewpoints or economi­
cally created views.

The term

Reason is Man’s only means to knowledge and only guide to 
action. Every man is an end in himself as a morally sovereign 
entity. Man should pursue his own rational self-interest by 
following his mind and finding the principles and values that his 
life requires. He should seek his own happiness as the highest 
moral purpose of his life. This is rational egoism, self-interest 
informed by rational principles.

It is a philosophy advocating laissez-faire capitalism which is 
a social system in which
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ideology implies that all of these fundamentally 
philosophical ideas are ultimately rationalizations either from 
one’s personal preferences or from one’s classification. They 
lumP everyone who has any kind of philosophical outlook at all 
into one group. Now, Objectivism is not arguing for philosophi­
cal principles in that way. Objectivism is arguing that philo­
sophy is a fundamental requirement of Man’s life. Objectivism is 
arguing for the identification of certain fundamental truths, 
certain fundamental principles which are absolutely crucial for 
the guidance of our life, for the discovering of principles from 
which we can then subsequently choose our actions in life and 
that these principles can be true in reality. That is a philosophy 
as opposed to an ideology. When people say that Objectivism is 
an ideology they are trying to put all fundamental viewpoints, 
whatever they are, into one grab-bag. It is meant to be demean­
ing to people who have those viewpoints.

Objectivism certainly stands against the implication that phi­
losophical systems are nothing more than mere subjective pref­

it in fact argues for the crucial role of philosophy in the 
living of life and the destruction that will follow in individual’s 
!*ves and inculture if a rational philosophy is not discovered and 
followed. That whole point is demonstrated in Ayn Rand’s 
book, which she basically released for university students, 
entitled Philosophy, Who Needs It, a book I heartily recommend 
that all students read.
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Q. What does Objectivism offer that makes it 
you? so attractive to

i*. Basically the combination of its seriousness and its ration­
al'^- 1* *s 3 serious attempt to discover the philosophical princi­
ples that we can use to guide our lives successfully. It is very pro 
Man, pro Man’s mind, pro the rational life. The Objectivist 
heroes are the people who

Pictured above, Ayn Rand, the founder of the 
philosophy of Objectivism. Her writings 
gained a large audience, but have failed to be 
regarded as legitimate philosophy within aca­
demic circles.

their rational minds to produce 
the values that their lives require. In our present culture, which is 
economically and politically confusing to young people, if not 
disgusting to them, they realize that their culture is in trouble. 
They see in Objectivism a seriously reasoned-out argument for 
the efficacy of man’s mind, for the possibility of living a happy 
and productive life. The possibility of having a free society as 
opposed to what we have today is an attractive image.
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n n .. , , society The young people are not yet entrenched in any particu-
V. Do you think that this aspect of Objectivism leads it to be lar Philosophical viewpoint. They are looking ahead and taking 
attractive to many university students in particular? the,r llves seriously; looking for answers to the questions they
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position to challenge their culture and then havTto nav 1 ^ There is a «rowing network of student
social cos.s that you do for being idiosyncratic member of 'h' S‘UdenK Wh° *"

are

SySS:

EXCALIBUR January 16, 1986

on
 th

e r
ise

?

ol


