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CHAPTER XX.

ALLthe hours of that next day Carl Glover fought in
the silence of his room with the demon which was

loose within him. Shame, humiliatiun and remorse
mingled together to make him writhe at what lie bad
done. His soul revolted at the sudden passion, yet lie
kuew it would couquer him if placed in the least tempta-
tion. As evening drew near lie f elt the blood-call stronger
and stronger. m e Ireen of the cloth and the yellow
of the gold was in his eyes. The glare and the throng
qeemed round him and the lust of wiuning was saliently
predominant.>

With bands clenched behiud bis back Carl paced up
and down the room as Ile had done ail tlle sleepless night
before, fighting the demou's influence at lis heart. To-
uight the Clan was waiting in ifs Iuxury of appointnient
for hlm. His comnpanions expected the re-appearance of
the luckiest man in Cobalt. These were menaud women
who played tbrough the samne force of habit that caused
tbemt to indulge in whist over- home tables in their native
cities. The Clan 'was waiting with passive power for
this great majority and with growing alhttrement for some
who had yet to travel the longest road of life.

For Carl it waited with aIl hell's compelliug force,
a force which was not of earth since ît reached beyoud
the precincts of the grave. The hereditary fire that had
consuned bis father's hopes and self burned in Carl's
Veins.

When the first night shadQws darkened the panes and
the lights of The Clan shone out like evil lamps to point
bis way Carl's buruing desire almost overpowered him.

is cheeks were white and drawn with resistance. lu
the eyes was a haunted look of horror. Gxreat drops of
tbe essence which we know as bitter agony hung upon bis
forehead. For hours lie wrestled wlth unseen inipisb
bauds that seemed to, be dragging his feet towards the
thresbold. He pulled the blinds tightly so as to shut out
the world. He tried to read. 91e tried, to work. He
tried everything but thiuking of the accursed wheel, yet'
to no end 1 A grip whicli was more than bis human
strength held hlm in thrall. Unsteadily lie arose and
found bis bat. Then lie haîf opeued the door. There
-le turued back, opened it again, aud once more turued
back.

Oh!i heaven, for something to hold! Somethlug that
would keep him there! H e strove to pray, but the words
seemed oniy a hollow mockery. Wbat riglit lad lie to
pray when there was no penance lu bis beart, notbiug
but e-vil flame?

Then there rose to hlm jean Thurston's face, pure,
fair, serene and holy. At the picture lie cried aloud lu
agony.

He lad severed ber heart f rom hlm by an act of folly.
"Far above ber 1" alie had said. Slhe dld not know bow
far below; and the demon was stiWlpullhng hlm lower.

"Something of lierai» lie thouglit. With quick searcli
lie took out the things from bis trunk and selzed a glove
of jean's, a tender, scented keepsake. He held it Up

bpJil

away

nolat, but at bis lieart
drumnxing. He feit as
with a groan of defeat,
;t look. But iu the one
iat brouglit a cry f rom
ph. Carl stooped and

hours into the room which Carl used as a study, and
where ah bhis books were kept. It was a cosy spot, with
a big coucli by the afternoon window. In this room the
meeting was called. Jacob Graham lay on the couch.
The others were ranged lu front round a small table
when Carl came lu.

His uncle bad neyer named the men who were financing
the development of the mine, and Carl had neyer lu-
quired. Imagine bis surprise wben lie saw at the table
Colonel Theodore, Freeman, Giles, and Jasper, a Iawyer
from Toronto, who, Carl remembered, liad defended
Whitmore lu bis coilege scrape.

"Here you are !" Theodore exciaimed as Carl -entered.
"We have been waiting on you."

"Carl, these are the men fiuanciaily inerested in our
mine and without wliose assistance I could not carry
on the work," said bis uncle. "I am indih indebted to
them."

"I am pieased to find you here, gentlemen. I have
known you in a frieudly way and I hope our business
connections will be as pleasaut as our friendship," Carl
said cordially enougli. At once tliey commenced the
discussion of their plans.

"iHave you drafted any forms or suggestions ?" Graham
asked.
oftes, Theodore replied. "Jasper lias a crude outiue

oftewhole thiug. 0f course it cani be modifled -at the,
suggestion of anyoue if, the opinion is approved by the
rest. Jasper, just explain, wbat wili have to be doue."

Caleb Jasper, to Carl's eye, was a man wbo bad seen
hardsblp. His figure was lean aud spare. The hair fell
o-ver is furrowed brow lu thin, sa.ndy tlireads. The
face was clean-shaven, sbrewd and bard, witb eyes that
shifted. He arose, papers lu baud, to gîve tbem the ueed.
fui information.

Iu the first place," lie began, "the compauy wbich we
are about to form must be cbaracterized by a strikïnug
and substantial naine. There is muclinl a namne. Those
of you who bave had auything to do witli public sentiment
will be fully aware of that fact. Before giviug my
suggestion, perbaps some of you bave one of your owu ?"

te rest deciared they had no naine ready to offer.
"Then," Jasper contiuued, "I wouid snggest CoNsoLi-

DATED DiAMOND COBAzT as a suitable name for ithe pro-
perty and compauy."

"Excellent!" Theodore exclaimed. "I don't thiuk we
need searcli fartber. Do we, gentlemen ?"

A mfurmur of approval assured himn that the namne was
agreeable to al Carl had to admit it was a striking one
and suggestive of a strong compauy behind it.

"Next," the lawyer went on, "our capital sliould be at
least $2,5300,000. I would callifI f ully p aid and non-
assessable. The first allotment of shares should lie about
200,000, which I would offer at 25 ceutb a share for one
nionth or so. Then the price miglit bie advanced to 50
cents. We cau put on a second allotment aud so on,
gradually increasing the price. Freeman lias a d1etailed
account of the property and the development whlch can
be used lu advertising. Then we bave the engineer's re-
port, which will also lie used."

"Wliat engineer?" Carl asked.
"C. O. Bretliam," Jasper auswered. "He is au expert."
Now Cari didu't know Bretham anc therefore didn't

kunw lie was one of tlie self-styled "experts" who were
over-runniug Cobalt.

"I ne-ver lieard of hlm," he said. "Why didn't you Lget
a man like Kingswell? It would have. paf d. Everybody,
knows hlm and the public would have faith in bis report."

"He was engaged some miles north," Jasper said.
"Bretham la an expert, too. Then there is the matter
of the officers and the directors, gentlemen. 1 shall give
my suggestions, but please remember ail this is but one
opinion. I do not wish to dictate lu any way.P

" Everything bas been quite satisfactory so f ar," Col.
Theodore assured hlm. "I canuot see where it couid b.
improved."
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