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Mr. Lash and the NavYA Nadmirable address; on' the navy question1
was dIeliv-eredI by _Mr. Z. A. Lash, K.C., to
the Caniadian Clb, of Te)ron'to, on -NIonday

of thiis week. fI \vas a fairly impartial survey of
the history of the controversy anid shOId( be widlely

re 11b 1 a classes of citizen s. In brief, Mr. Lash
favours the granit of $,O ,00as a tempýorary
policy and a Canadianl unit of an Iiiperial fleet as
a permianent policy. lie is opposed, as r.Bordeni
aind MNr. White have expressed themnselves, t0 re-
gular or periodlical inoney contributions.

put equaiiy impolcrtanit, -\r. Lash mnaintains the
position taken by the CANADIAN Cou'uEaI that thîs is
a national question and shoul li bov andf be-
yon'd Party" He does not actu,'1ally advocate thiat
the îw,,o parties should get togýether, but he asks the
country, the press and the House of Commnons to
-"treat the subject as a national onec, outsidle of party
politics."

MNr. Lash is f0 lie commiiend(edl for hîs franlk re-
quest for a broad treatmnent of this great question.
The partisanship displayed by bolth sides is inide-
fensible, oonsiderirsg that this is both a national and
a Britanic question. Party, goveýýrinment we mnust
have, buit partisan governmient we shou-ld avoid.
If Right Hon. r.Borden .and Sir Wilfrid Laurier
are the great statesnmen which their friends dlain
they are, and which their admnirers assert iiost per-
sistently, titen they shouldl be able to finid a solution
for this pressing problem, which aIl classes of Cana-
dians, autonomxists and centralists, native-born,
British-boýrn, French -borni anid foreigni-borni, can

accept with pridie and enithusiasmi.

licenses and spend it on public clubs. baths, gym-
nasiums and play-grounds, and the boy wiil have
a chance, A clear, clean mind in a strong, clean
body is the best safeguia'rd against dissipation.

Croakers Grow Silent

D R. -NAICDONALD), of the Toronto Globe, is
niot talking su mnuch 'of the decadence of
Great Britaini, and( neither is Sir Hugh

Graham, of the M-\ontreai Star, telling bis readers
daily about the great emeirgency and the approacb-
iing naval am edo.Like the fanious prcsphecies
of Rev. Dr. Wýilde, these croakinigs are now almost

The truith is that Great Eritain \vas -most pros-

usib uonservative
Itogether and

il to cuFtom that

Ottawa had a big fight as to whether it should
take spring water from the Gatineau Hills or
chl-orinated water frorn the Ottawa River. Mayor
Ellis, the Gatineau candidate, was declared the
winner.

.Montreal is warmiîng up for ifs, four-year election
of controllers in*February, and the Citizens' Asso-
ciation is raising $,50,000 for the campaign. is
success in 1909 miakcs it feel sure that it cati again
elect its "siate."

Sir James WitneTHE first Tory Premier of Ontario in almost two
generations and the best survival of the real
old Toryism of generations before that wili
probalbly never again sît at the desk as he is
Pictured on this page. 'Sir James Whitney,

plain-spoken as a chapter in the Prophets, blunt as
a bludgeon and as strongly-marked a personality as
our times are able to prorduce, has been slowly wear-
Ing himself clown to the edge where the strongest
hand and the stoutest heart must let go for the last
tUrne., And when lie QuitsCanaçia in both parties wll
miss a man whom, noybody ýever trled to imitate.

,Sir James lias been ýthe inimitable. Since 19O5
Premier of Ontario, lie stuoli to, lis guns lu Oppo.
sition, niem'ber for Dundas for manyv, nxany 'years,
i'uccessor to Sir Williami Meredithi to the left or thje
Speaker. Wlien 'Meredith quit to 'go on the Benchi
it seemied odd to even tlbe Conservatives to swear
altegiance to this man so unlilte Mereditli, yet so like
hlm in miany ways. It seýemed strange to the Lib-
erals to face a man so essentially ail that Sir George
Ross, thir cwn leader. wvas not. James Whitney
tooc the leadership muil ln spite of pubiec opinion,
because tise party saw in hlm a man of unmistak-
ably strong character.

A ild it was the peuiional cliaracter of Sir Jamnes
-tlia made hlm tlie strong liead that lie lias been.
Hie was nieyer borra to be a leader. But lie led. He
seldom or neyer followed. Thle lawyer from Morris-
burg knew tliat lie had no great glfts as an orator, no
suavity as a leader, no skill ln strategy or subter-
fuge. He liad been long enougis member for Dundas,
to) le sure tisat if lie ever became Premier of Ontario
lie must play a role more diverse than any of those


