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hurls hîs aristocratic fist through the air, and
mutters, 'Bah Jove, 1 shall protect you.' Hýis noble
head is held high, his courtly, dignified figure is
drawn to its fuil height, his-

,But, stay, why should I -mention more? This is a
sample of the entire book. And is this the thing, I

ask myseif, over which
L people are going haif-

mad? What is the
cause of it ? Ah, I
have been informed.
Mrs. Lightweight is a
conjurer; she knows
the trick, and I have
learned the secret. I
read it in a magazine.
I copied it out, and
have learned it by
heart. It is this:

SHE CAUGHT TI-e EAR
0F THE PUBLIC."

"Much Ado About Nothing." Now, isn't that a
simple solution? I have reasoned the whole
thingz out týo my entire satisfaction. The word
Public means the people of a country, and if
Mrs. Lightweight caught only one ear and per-
formed so much, what might flot one do if she
could catch several ears? From henceforth thlis
shall be my one objecýt in life. I shahl make it my
business to catch ears. I care not who the people
are, friends and foes, my dearest relatives and my

most deadly enemies, the coal-heaver and the poli-
tician, the fair, blushing maiden, and the raging
suffragette, their ears miust be caught if I am to
niake a best seller of nîy new book, "The Tangled
Thread." I am not goîng to tell what stepF I shall
take to catch these aurai appendages, but it will be
well for ail to be on their guard and watch their
ears very carefully. Mrs. Lightweight's secret is
mine. I know the trick, and shall begin at once.

W HEN Master Shakespeare composed his play,
"Much Ado About Nothing," he knew

whereof 'he wrote. Hie understood human nature
if any man did. He was aware that people like to
be tricked, and played upon, or in other words, to be
duped. The conjurer knows this, and it gives him
his living. He pretends to do something, to make
things seem real, when it is only a sham after ail.
People crowd to see him, appiaud hîs acts, and
make much ado about nothing.

Business men understand, this popular feeling,
and so work the trick. Did you ever notice the
crowd at a Great Bargain Sale? What a mad rush
took place. Men, womnen and children surged madly
forward in the wildest confusion. It ýseemed as if
every one was fleeing for bis life from wild beasts
or a raging fire. And, it was allabout a few pieces
of cloth, lace, and pins, for which the business man
could find no sale. Hie had marked them down two
cents each, and to save this amount a mass of
living humanity tore at' one another for hours.
Women had their dresses torn and ruined; men

had their hats knocked off and trampled under foot,
while severai received severe bodiiy injuries, and
others had nervous prostration. It was aIl to buy
something they did not need, merely because the
price was reduced two cents. The business man
knew the trick, and Great Bargain Sale were the
three words which pro-
cluced such magicai re-
suitýs.

Now, isn't this idea
worth trying? I havýe
some oid shoes, a pair
of worn-out rubbers, '
two broken-ribbed um-
brellas, a number of
frayed coliars, and ~ \$
many other articles
which can be produced.
They are absolutely
useless to me or to any
one else. But why
throw them into the "And Then Put Up Another.'*
furnace or into the
ash-barrei ? I Éhould be losing a splendýid oppor-
tunity. I used to do this, but now I know hetter.
Ail that is n 'ecessary iýs to find out what I paid for
the articles when they were new, reduce the prîce
two cents, and then put n a notice, "Great Bargain
Sale," outside the door of my bouse. If there isn't
much adýo about nothing, and if I don't get clear
of ail the useless rubbiish about my place at a hand-
some profit, then I do flot understand human nature.
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ANAmerdoan mothe.r had been telling her boy
wbout George Wasihington. When she had

2 fixilaheil, he lxiqulred:
"iManmma, dld you ever telea lie?"

Be!lng a very conscieutious womaxi, ahe replied,
after a moment's pause:

"oh, perbaps, w.hen I was young."
"Dld Unele Sam ever tell one ?" was the next

question.
Again she hesitated before -replydng. "Well, per-

hapà he may have been led away."
"1Dld Aunt JanE>?"
"Posoibiy, once or twlce."
The boy thought It over a moment. Then he sald:

"Lt wlll be very iaonely &xp in beaven, mamsa."
"L&Exiey, denr? Why?" was ber query.
'¶Because thea'e can't be anyone rup there except

Goi axid George Washington," caine ithe answer
I quote thls story, told orlginally, 1 beldeve, by

Mr. G. W. E. Russell, because, if we a>ppiy a similarly
severe test of word, thougbt, snd conduct to'our
past and Wo our reatselves. and pyrobably to other
persons, we shall have not only tic admnît with -the
Psabmist and Mr. Russells mali. American, that
"Ai -men are iars," but shâah ëise have to ask our-
selves 'whether this earth of ours eau, boast a single
gentileman; for there la not one of us wbose gentie-
bood bs not ut some, time, or turn of his lUfe
wMed hlm.

The question, "Wbat la a gentleman?" eau thera-
fore best be answered, not by alcng ouiselves
what a man is, but what la lt that the, mani strIves
to ba.

Thst whlch, ln bis noblex,, truer moments, a man
longs 'unutterabiy to be; the Ideal upon -wéhhbis
eyes are for -ever fixed, and, towards whicb, In spite
o! stumblings by the way, ha struggles on andl on,
rislrg 'wilh -new yearning snd longing after oacb
fa.l-tbaît, in a very ra sense the muan le, notwltb-
stanidig the humaxi errer, rweakness, aud even
wrongdoing, froin which, none born, o! rwomau, la
wholiy free.

A gentleman, thon, I take It,- la one who strives
to ba truthful, courageous, and honourable Iu
thought, »word, sud act; "clean" iu mind and body;
and unselfi, considerate, and courteous In bis re-
lation to others.

T HIS, 1 admit, -la a viiew wbjhe entirely muie out.
and ignores the aitogast aBfiuIption-ti
oocaslonally ýput forward-tbat the rword "'gen-

tleman" neceaiy Implies gentle birth. I sboulid
-b. the lunt to denty that "blood tels" or to ausert
that It matters nothlig i<rou 'wbat forbears oe
springs. Whietber we are dealing 'wtth race horses
or Toses, one bas to consîder the pedigree o! the

anmlor the stock on wbLah the florwer was
orIginaily gratteil. The -- ~ who from InfUney up-
wards bas bail thie Incalclai benefi of the boit
o! f ood, olothing, andi saita:y conditions; wbo bas
bail a Buperlor educatioli; lves e.mong beanitifful and
rofineil surreundings, witb books ou hils shelves,
&xowers aud iliver on bis dling table; andi iwo, be-
cause ha cernes of a lonýg Uine og rlch andi powerfil
anestors, bas never had cause Wo sollu iha ads,
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ahoulil, surely, -with ail these manifest and mnanifoldl
advantages, find it easier to be and to behave as a
gentleman, than does- the son of a hardsmaxi, born
and brought up in a mud hut, anid compelled possibly
by the force of eirculnstances, to crush dowxi bis
manhood'a lndependanca, and to, show respect -to,
and to take orders froin those ýwhom he bas reason
to despise. lit la easy for a mani who, because ha
was born Into affluence, and ail bis life has been
aceustomed to give orders which his depenidents
dare Pot disobay, to acquire that air of command and
authority whIoh we ail so much admire in what la
called a "great gentleman." But if that saine grat
gentleman had bison born lni a station of lifa which
ne-cessitated l is earxiug his livahihood as a labourer,
a clerk, or a shop assistant,. and possibiy had to bo-w
to the will of a, tyraxinical employer, and ito feIgn,
at lest au appearance of respect for a master whom
ha bad reason to hold In coxtempt-something of
titat fine air o! commandl and ef authority would
ha likely te van.lsh. lIn practice, the theory that
what la calleil ",gantie birth" must go to the makixiga
o! a gentleman doe not hold good. Possibiy the
mannars o! the mani of birth and position may be
casier and more polîshed thaxi those of the maxi
born in a humble aphera; ibut lni himself (and it la
what ho, La hixuseif that mattars) the poorly bomu
mai maybe, often la, ixifinltaly7 the finar and truer
gentleman o! the twe. Blood andl breeding, ao calied
--4or all the obvicus advantagas they hring-often
menu ne more lu maxi and women than lxi dogs.
The itheroughbred terrier who la awarded llrst prize
at a s-how la soinetimes an unixiteligaxit, sulky,
artappy, ýgreedy anîd vicieus brute, *hile a das-plsed
mongrel la not un!fraquently a dog-gantieman f rom
aur tip toi tati, andl a dog of ibraina to boot. More-
oer, -wblle considerlng the question of ",gentia
iblrth," we should reinember that If, with ail hia
obvilous advantages, your rwell born maxi b. not a
gentleman ixi bJmself, ha must not complain if the
,standard by whlch he la Judged takea account o!
these ailvautages, and if ha ha pronouneed ahi the
gresater boundar and -cad for forge tting t.he motto,
"Noblesse oblige," and for forgettlng also that thes ,e
saine advantages lmply aildeil responslbilties of
their own. Sinillaxly If a man who with ail the
handicepplug o! poerty-strc<en aurrouxings andl
sorditi conslderations o! ways and means to hamper
him, suoceeti lu attaixiing te true gextlehood-theu
la be to be hald- lai greatar honour and admiration
than the insu 'who bas mereýly beld bis orwa lu the
statil whlcb he was beru.

O Porte o! the charactera o! a novai,,Robert Louis
Stevenson wrote: "He bol-ced a littie tee hike
a wedding guest te be qulta a gantlamanie;

ani Dr. Weutdail Hoimas onceTamarked that ha had
seau maen Who mlght bave passeil for gentlemen but
for the wearig o! a sbowy anti gorgeous scar! pin,
1 abeulil not ike Vo say that a gentleman la xiever
overdrsed for a too-sweeping assertion often nuli-
fles Itself by suggesting th. very exception whlc là
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i'ts own contradiction. Thera hias undouhtedly bisan
a das.h of the ýdandy and aven of overdress about
soe of the wori-d's grat maxi and great gentlemenu,
just as there býas biexi a suspicion o! the slouchar
anid the aloyau about others. Blut any taxidency tic
loudnesa, either lu dress or lni voles, ia as a rua as
inýstixictively avoidad by gentlemen as la the tendexicy
te hoastfulnoss lin speech, o!f whdeh Lt la the slenit
counterpart. To ha tee palpabiy and tee exponsively
over ýdressed, la as mucb vulgariy to parade wealth
as to gas about one's banic balance, or purposelyý te
pull ont a bandful of severaigna ite pay for a býal!-
penny papai-. It la doe Vo, imprasa others wlthi a
sanse o! one's Importance, anid that la ýwhat a trua
gentleman neyer does. The moment I finId a maxi
axiius or eager to acquaint me w4th the f1act ithat
he la a very grat persoxi anti one o! the utinoat
social importance--iwhether ha seec to couvey the
Information by mentlexiing, the liraI lime .i meat
hlm,, the number o! pears ha bas upon hîs visItAng
liat, or whether ha soei te overawe me by an ex-
pansive assumption o! "slde"--I know per!ectly weii
that ha la a nebedy, wbo la net aveu aura lu bis
own mind about hia social standing.

IREPEAT, lIn conclusion, that a gentleman la onie
who strives to ba truthful, courageous andi
honourabia lun word, tbougbt, and act; clean lu

mInd nd lu body; anid ýunsealsh, consldarate andi
courtisous lin lis relation te athers. By the word
courteous I do net meai an ovar-parade o! polit.
asa. On the cexitrary, the iman who la tee ostan-
tatiouslhy polite. la saldoi sufficiantiy "ar-e"' o! hlm-
self to b. qulte a gentleman. Your truly courteoue
maxi quiatiy and unxiebtrusively stanýds back ito let
a woman:or an o11 man preeda hm, LIn entering
an omnibus or tram car. Your merely polit. one
poslbly wavea an affuaIve baud anýd protesta "lLadies
first," or "After you, asir." Oua very pratty Instance
cf tact and courtasy comas to my mamery as 1
write. A train which happaned to be vary full was
juat atart4ng,,and a hunch-backed mai wlth crutches
rwaa anxlously but iunsucass!uflyo iooklng for a seat.
"Thare la roin for on. lu haera," sald a young !ollow
sitting niear the door. As a matter o! fact, theo
waa- no room, but as the hunchback entered, ta
young !allow quletly sllpped eut. -Ha kneyw that 'the
huuchback, handicappeil by crutéhes, waa lu likqhi 1-
hool e! baing left babiud. Ostantatiously te hlave
given up bis owu seat would have tirawn some atten-
itien te the other's daformity, se as 1 say, ha ýa1tpped
eut -wlthout comment te find axiothar seat or posill
te stand for the remaindar o! the Jourxiey.

ýHia esp hal possiliy coat Mlm eixpence-.alfpenny
,and had seau is hast days. He was drassod lu a
soiled and ahoddy suItanti bis unblaeked boots ware
badiy patched: But as 1, standing just outslda the
carriage eut of whLch ho got, sud' se seelng anti
hea ring, everythîng, threw open the door o! another
çomnpartxiiaxt, sc that ha might Juimp lu, I ralsed
ni bat as punctlllously te that gentleman, as lIt ha

hMbison the grat Chesterfield hîxusel!, ef whose
ait spokaxi words Ou earth, "014ve Dr. Dayrolas a

chair," the comment was mail.: "ýSuperbî hi
mani's braadlng dme net desert h4m even du desth,"


