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If a woman bas been left a w~has she a right to marry again?Ljaà If a man bas been letâ widoweiP U lie a right to marry again?
The subject is an old one-a ver,lone-but it lis continually assunîingphases. The latest phase lis the fade- with which modern disciples of the(bn. answer the questions for thernselvcIrae- the affirmative, a phase which n

one wonder if the Esprit De Corpmatrimiony is waning and if constanqa departed jewel.
We read a great deal in ourabout the multiplicitY of divorces,laxity of the divorce law, and theisequent dire effects on our future rhood and womainhood; but neyer a mdo we read about the second marriiflot the resuit of a divorce, but 0death. The mental attitude whicbbors this ability to love again ostens

-is everywhere regarded as a righipart of our earthly existence.
Let us see if such a view cani befended: Suipposea man takes to hiself a woman totally unsuited for hirthe friction increasing with the yearthat m~an never'truthfully interpretedmarriage vows, could flot "love' hcomfort hier, honor-h...er" in life rgrieve for bier in death. That man, ne%Ivas married. On the grounds of di'iinheritance is lie not therefore entit]to a true union ?

But the mari who seeks and finds twoman of his heart, and, until dea.ntervenes, lives happily in bier compai-that man truthfully interpreted hmarriage vows, could "love lier, coufort bier, bonor - bier" in life argrieve for hiem in death. That man w;married. On what grounds, therefoYis lie entitled to another union?Somne of the arguments adducedifavor of this second marriage wherthere* bas already been a fimst and tnumarniage mun as follows:"His wedded life was blissful, butiliad an early and sorrowftîl terminationIle took unto bimself another wife t(show that, wbile matmîmonv bas tribulations, still it is a success."
Or " iPapa feit so lonely withoutcompani'01, felt so lonely hie couldn'endure it."
Or "She bad three cbildren to bringlup and drew very littie life-insuraîîce.Fhat was why she accepted him."lOr Mr. - believed his motherlessloy necded a woinan's dirVting hiand.'If a mian's wedded life was blissfu]ilhrough the agency of love, pand theîiiniserable throtîgh the agencv of death,Ilhe cauîses tlîat macle his life bljssfuand miserable do flot. end. They liveas an experience. They are an indis-soluble part of him and ail tlîat lie liasbeen. He cannot escape from thesecauses by invitjnq a second union. H-ecannot escape fromn theni unless lie es-enisfroin hinîseif. hecauise the trucceIlipaniioiishiip of life is God-gIven, God-.uided ; and what is God-giveîî, Ge>d-guided, is in essence perennial. Thegrave (ýis no intercelitor.

!1:011-tlie SaVor -)f commuerciaîismndraîg it (ol ~nte>thie lev(l of brute crea-tn whlere blind inist ille,,provails, andSt lure devotion is Ptirely s cîl:\s te> Argumnent No. 2, ani ffcction.itenilal i aturaîîv feels Ionely %whIeîî ]ÈS 1w fe,iii trith, is 1n0 longer Ilîis arîlîiv-leliii.But, in lihenia jority of Cases isI10loeiliîiess iont slarvcd hy ciilîIreu....s ,;ci dren? 'lie hIos of the iniotlertil1111 ik just as îîîoturiufil] as the ls''f 1u wife to Ilirnî. An , 1 what rediress,le çýthe cliilureii? '«,\i( lo(' thujîgliil11, ay 'it nmmv hecoille fa ;1ilîialîîî.for")Il to take milite> i ii'l (f a f1uster_wt r iven i ls on u il ;1111017 a!,m_-iuter a foster-nu 'ila. - fuHlieýr mvîi br dies. inlsteaul't l ýf :t,; at liceir' 'h heing takcn ilit 1 e'filesai

a widow lia, i 'l ' liîreite
;nd littleIv M,'Uz"I,\~:. ti3
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'idow, 1Justification for a second marriage. ifthe woman is imbued witb the sacred..r, bas ness of the first marriage she wilînot
permit herself,.to tbink of a secôncFmar-ry old riage. She iIl look to tbe world and11new hler ability to make the best of a sadciliy situation. Sbe will know tbese sad situ-

es in ations exist for tbe exalted as well asnakes for tbe humble-make up life's crises.os of And sbe will know that the Cmown oficy is Wild Olive is flot for those who fieefrom tbe crises, but for those wbo facetime tbem.the We have nîany instances wheme cour-co- ageous women bave endured the vary-mlan- ing trials of widowbood and consequent..wodly wonl the love and reverence of theirige, cbjîdren as they never could have donefa in the role of second motiier. And weliar- have instarices, too, where bornes baveibly been swept by calamity- and whereitful maidens with sweat of brow, bave watclî-ed over baby brothers and sisters, andde- grown grander in God's inmage for bav-im- ing done so. Yet we do flot bear ofn- any plan whermeby sucb noble characters.s-. are to be superannuated in their non-bis earning days. Is the widow entitled toem, alleviation but flot the maiden?lor Tbe fact that a widower bas a way-ver ward boy is scarcely valid reason forme marrying again. Tbere are numbers ofled homes wlieme fathers and mothers areboth living and where coninuous battlehe is beîng waged against the symptomsth of insurrection in a youth. If theýny iiother who surely understands her off-lis spring cannot mule the boy, can a motherin- wvlo is a total stranger to him ? If tl.cid boy is able to face the world, tbe step-,as mnother will find little difficulty in driv-*e, ing him from borne. But that is flotruling him. It is flot ruling herself.n In the fomegoing we have t survey ofre a few of the arguments adduced in favorie of second niarriage, where theme bas a]-ready been a irât real and tru.e marriage,it with rea nis hotu froilî practical anîdi. sentimental viewpoints, why those argui-ýo inents are considered untenable. Now,ilet us turn 'to histomy that We may ob-serve how tbe sacedness and beauty ofa marriage-.first and only marriage.'t operates on the human mind. Perbapsfrom these glininses of the famous deadg here a poet siîîgiîîg of love and living*the antithesis of it; here a poet at onîe-niess with himself and hi. hymen-wes nay arrive at a more appreciable under-'standing of the omnipotence of the1 connubial law thani' did ouir foefathers.1 The world looked sereneîy on Long-1fellow's unicns-saw one eveîîtfuî period1suicceeded by another-yet the worldkniew, or ought to have known, that asthe poet's first union was a true union,oîîly an effacemenît of the memory of itcould make a second union possible.The world, looked on Burnîs as thehiusbaîîd of « eaxi Arn-otir, saw him goto the fields like a maxi ini a rnaze, sawliir meaiider in ho write on the "de-parted shade" and the groans that "rendthe breast" Yet did the world wond-rIlow so nroud a spirit as Burns couldever bave resolved hinhself into thatstate whereby lic could accent the slîa-dov nîarriag~e because e li ad lost thesubstance fiarriace ?l'le womld lookcd on Josephine, relictof a grcat and distiîigishe soldier, sawNapoieoni cspotîse lier and rejoiced at
t'le good fortune. And, if the East'wiid of itiînuliationi id not swept acrossber "iathsvay'ftue iorl<î miglut have con-ti ntud to thliîk lier fortunate. Yetwotild liot -Josupliiîie, the inflexibleIwitlov of a Beauhîarna.is have beeîî amiorce\Sorilix' claracier to dote uipoîl

tl l Jr rPle i, tIlie ambilitions5 for power,the anluit louis for n ealthl, and the prose-lIvIc of illcoi'icv ~~.wlzen i sch was es-suliai.il te>tue> re.ilîzatiîîîi of these sordid
TIhe s worllî oke<l on Lowell's over-v ", hî r î 1'g ref at thie deatIli of his first
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