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remember and they botb roared asnd
Nora spiuttered aimost convuisiveiy.

"I feit very sorry for hlm,?' mother
said slowiy. "He hed e haunted sort of
look, as though rainy weathem did not
suit hlm.'

SThis was too -bad of Mother, for like e
pont up flood, Nora's laugliter passed al
the beunds of reeson, and Jack eyed her
80 cuiously thet I broke down myseif,
aud the "murder wes out."

Jack felt the worst about it. Father
enjoy ae joke s0 mucli that one on him-
soif wes btter than none et ail. And
wes net Jack fooled, too? That was the
sweet drop in the ointment for fether.
He iaughed until ho wes useiess.

"Bleus me!" ho uaid when ho could
speek. "I wluh I bad found her eut be-
fore she got cleer àae; making funi of
ber aid dad like- thetl!

And I tbought in this wiae, unto my-
seIl. 't is well you did not, oh my
fether I Very weil inded-for me'

Premier Robll:-Manltoba is unques-
tionabiy deitined to play a ieading part
in Osuadien development as the premier
prairie province.

I i
A Ltter of Approclatlon from a

conteinpoi'ary.

The Winnipeg Tribune-"A distin.
guiuhed numbor of Gaaiadian witers, all
wideiy known in their respective sphores
contribute special Christmas articleoste
the December'number of the Western
Home Monthiy.b

"«Among the numbor le Sir Gilbert Par-
ker, who, front the heart of the Empire,
sonda hie greeting to hie fellow Cana-
diana, sud leaves as a motto for those
'wbo are building the life of, the Cana-
dieu West-«One fiag, one Empire, one
commen purpose and al banda rou'nd."

"The Rev. C. W. Gordon's (Ralph Cou-
uer) contribution ie entitled "The Con-
servation of Anoestors," sud the notod
western auther treats hie subject with
charactoristie àbility.

"Dr. Neil McPhatter, the genial and
eloqgyet preident of the Canadian Club
of NewvYork, lu a long sud foreeful ar-
ticle deals with Csneda and its future.
Though for 21 years a resideut of the
Unitod States, the doctor stiil remain.
a Canadien citizen, and there are few, if

9

auy, keener utudents'of Cimaninis.
tory. Like other ivriters bi& confidence
in the pousibilities of hie native land is
unbounded. As a speaker aud ivriter
Dr. McPhatter onjays an enviable repu-
tation~ and hie, contribution te this mag-

a ie ainteusely intereeting.
"James J. Hill, chairman of the board

of directors of theGreat Northern rail-
way, ha. been familier with the work-
ings of the Ameriesu sud Canadien West
for the pont 40 years, sud apeaka ef the
,rogrefse ef that period.

"The other many departints of the
magazine are in Cbristmas garb, aud
a together the December number et the

Western Home Monthly wil ha fouud.
interesting, instructive and entertalu-
ing. It je iusued b2v the Home. Publiuh-
iug no., Winnipeg.

Premier XcBrlde:-There ln ne part
ef the world lu which the proeut eau-
dition sud the immediate prospecesof
the people are botter'thanin luOur own
provmnce, and this la a state ef affoirs
whh osefer aueiv cmu se, le -bouM te
continue during a long period ef years.
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short, l'Il cMl the mistres to put you
up sometbing more."

I hesitated, foaring Jack miglit corne
in. I dreaded hie prying eyos. Then I
thought, III will 'risk it. Mother will
hei me, trust her for that."0o she came out, spoke kindly to me,
Iistened to father's explanation, went
into.the pantry, and .111led a paper bag
with cakes, which she put into iny
banda.

1, was getting bolder now, and with
reekiepsa edacity 1 seizod mother by the
ajarn d pronounced this blessing upon
ber:

d'May the Sainte preserve you, madam 1
May St. Peter take you undor hie es-
peiail protection! May you live to be
very old! May your chilien, grandehil-
dren and their ebjîdren risc up and eall
you biessed! And if ever 1 forget your
gSd nous to a poor runaway, may my

nos rot in Davy Jones's locker for
ever.-Ameni"

Thon I dropped her arm and turned
to ge.

I can shut my oyes and see the pic.
turc now.

Fether, sitting among his leather 3,ar-
inge, grasping the huge "cobble-stone' in
one bend whiie the other clenched the
trusty hammer. What if he shouid ut-
tack me, under the impression that the

oor, forloru sailor was a madman!
Mother was "geme," though; she nover

evon blinkod an eyeîash. Then Jack en-
tered! I hoid my heed down and slipped
past hlm juto the porch, trusting to the
gatherlng darkness. Thon, standing in
the gloom my hend on the door knob
ready to iurn it and fly, if: neod be, I
turned and faced hlm. Father toid him
about me, and Jack stood and chatted
with me from the muner doorway.
Talked I-to hie sister I-as if I were in
reality a pooý homeless wenderer. Jeck,
my smart, wide-awake brother! Cool,
observant, "I-am-never-to-be-deceived"
Jack! Truly, some things are not wbat*
they seem! "

lie wented me to sleep in the wood
shed. It was going to be very cold sleep-
ing out of doors tonight.

1 tbanked him. I said III muet be on
my roed eariy tomorrow morning, sud
I wishcd to run no risk of being takon.
I wouid curi down among the bushes and
be comfortebio enough.

Thon I oponed the door went eioug
the path to the back gate, went through
and walked aioug until out of sight.
Thon I set down unobserved from the
house. I heard Jack go out whstling to
the her, for it was now chore time.
Father wvould bo putting awey hie mend-
ing kit, mother and Nora would prepere
tee, so, I re-eutered the gate, ren
around to the front door, in end upstairs,
where I rearrenged myself leisurely.
Presently, Nora called, "Tee is ready!"
and I went down, to flnd them gather-
ing et the table and discussing father's
calier.

"Poor feiiow," said father, '"how grate-
fui ho was for the cakes, end what a
funny benediction ho said over Mother!"

Nora- was neariy consumed to learn
the details, but she couidn't telk with-
out choking.9

"What did ho look like T" I eskod, tekc-
ing my usual place et the tee-table. I
was cool enough now, the excitement
had ail worn out. I had spcceeded be-
yond oxpectation. Thet fact rathor
sobered me.

"I1 scarcely know," replied father, "ho
kopt hie heed down s0. I did.n't came to
see him with such a hangdog look."

"He did not want you to maeo notes
of his face," answered Jack. "Poor
devil! ho might have slept in the kitchen
tonight, wll enough. I don't suppose
he would steai enything."

"But some of you must know whet ho
Iooked like," I said again. "Was he
youngL or oid, handsome or ugiy, tall or

"A young-looking chap," said Jacki
"Not strong iooking and smail sized.
Icouldn't tell much about him; the coat

bc wore was se big, and that oid hat hid
his face."

1 thought to myseif, "Se you don't
know your own clothes when vou see
them!" and 1 thouglit how very uncom-
fortable 1 had been sitting so close te
a blot fire with that heavy oid reefer on.
1 very nearly laughed, but 1 cauight my-
self in time.

'What did he say to Mother?" asked
Ja c'k

Father repeated it as w'eli as lie could

1
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