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.What Might Have Been

It is a saddening spectacle to witness a
man throwing away his opportunities. It is
particularly saddening when the man is a
king and the opportunity is nothing less
than leading a world in science, in art, in
industry. The Emperor of Germany came
to the throne when a young man. He found
bimself -lord over an industrious, a frugal, -a
highly ftitellectual people. There was noth-
ing within reason they might not have
accomplished if properly encouraged and
given full freedom of action. Unfortunately,
bowever, there was around the young ruler
a band of men who had achieved distinction
in war. They placed but small value on the
bigher ideals--the idéals of peace. Tbey
were as caste-bound as the Brabmins,
equally proud, equally seif-sufficient. It was
f .iiýossibk_.for the yotngjruler to escape-the

-contagioni. It wasitot loùg until he ývas the
,most diseased of the lot. Ife set up as bis
mode!s Napoleon, Alexander, Attila, Caesar.
Hie dreamed of world conquest, and by al
those with whomn he associated he was
encouraged in bis dreaming. Then came the
planning to achieve his purposes. Greatest
on land, greatest on sea,.greatest in the air-
nothing less*vould do. Essen, Kiel, Krupp,
Zeppelin, became the most common terms in
court vocabulary. A suffering people was
overtaxed to minister to the ambition and,
May we say, the vanity of the young war
lord. Then came dissimulation and duplicity.
The lesser nations of Europe were treated
as pawns to be sacrificed in the great'game
the Kaiser was playing. If it had not been
for the close check-mating of France- and
England, the map of southern Europe would
long ere this have undergone a serious
change. In due time the psychological
moment arrived. The young jove would
show the world that be could, throw bis
thunderboits. And so the war.

Now, had this young man fallen into
kinder hands, bad bis imagination been fired
by the deeds of such men as Peter the Great
and Alfred the Great, or even if' he had
derived inspiration fromn association with
the philosophers, the scientists and great
industrial leaders' of his own land, bis life
migbt well have been one of the most helpful
in bistory. But as it is now, no matter
whether he succeeds temporarily in attain-
ing bis purpose, or whether he is driven in a
few montbs to sue for peace, be will go down
in the records of the race as the greatest
criminal of all time. Ail this because in bis
early years be was taught to look upon life
as a battle rather than as a service. To put
it in a word, if William of Germany had
possessed the heart and if he had accepted
the ideals of the Christian, he would not now
occupy the dishonest position be holds in a
w'orld where bonor, righteousness and
humility are stili reverenccd,

The Navy
It is a fortunate thing that just a few

inonths ago there took place at Spi"thead the
mnobilization of the Briti5 b fleet. "No King
*11 human history bas ever commanded such
an aggregation of power, such a triumph in
\var organization, sucb a devoted and loyal
personnel, such vigor and efficiency of fight-
ing manhood as did King George V durin-C
Ilis visit to his sailors 'and his ships-
letween Saturday, july 18 and 'Monday,
Juilv 20." Not only was the fleet the iargest
and strongest ever assembled, l)ut there
were elements represented which iever hc-
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fore appeared at naval reviews. First,
there was mobilization of the ships of the
third class-those manned by nucleus crews.
These were rendered ready for war in an'.
incredibly short time. When reservists came
trooping in from every point ini the Island
they took their places naturally and worked
as effectively as if accustomed to their
positions for years. In this the Navy was
true to its watchword-"jAye, Ready 1" The
second element represented was the aircraft
-the aeroplane and the seaplane. It is
possible that before the war is closed the
British-Admiralty may show itself more
than equal to its great antagonist in aerial
warf are.

The meaning of a great fleet of this kind
is that it is an insurance for t)be trade, of the
Empire. The-fleet is a- guardian of world-
wýide interests, h rtcin of food sup;.pIies f oûr Fï e p roetoe,aùd of the raw materiais-
out of which they make their livelihood. It
preserves our prestige on international- com-

,ý,plications, and is even now tbrough the
terror it bas inspired the one power that will
ensure Idsting world peace. Without it
militarism would rule the world; because of
it, militarism will be -shorn of its* powerý

The premium paid on this great insurance
policy is less than three per cent of the
aggregate trade of the Empire. This may
be considered a moderate price for preserv-
ing the continuity .of industrial and com-
mercial prosperity. Strong as is the fleet,
it is not yet in ail parts of the world equal
to its responsibilities. Perhaps when the
war is over and the great menace to
civilization is out of the way, there will be
less need for such a glorious defence.
'Thankful we must be for such a defence in
the present emergency.

Bear One Another's Burdens
Because the war will necessgrily, be pro-tracted, and because trade* and commerce

are s0 seriously affected throughout the
world, it is unavoidable that many should
be thrown out of employment.- It is neces-
sary in such emergency that the strong
sbould help the weak. It is necessary that
it be as true of us l as it was of the. ancient
Romans when the Etruscan hordes were at
their doors:

Then none was for the party-
Then al were for the state;

Then great man helped the poor mani,
The poor man loved the great;-

Then lands were fairly portioned;
Then goods- were fairly sold;

Then Romans were like brothers
In the brave days of old.

This war is flot that of the poor fellows
who -have faced such fearful odds on the
plains of France and Belgium, it is not
that of the thousands who are waiting the,
summons to proceed from.Valcartier to the
front. It is a war in »which we are al
engaged. The liberties of the last man iu
the Empire and the freedom of a whole
world are at stake. The very least any of
us can do is to sacrifice our time, our corn-
forts and our -nieans. Our brothers are
offering up their lives.

The rneans of rendering assistance at
this time are fortunately varied. The cost
of equipping and sending forth the army
-%vill fali upon the public purse; the care of
the unemployed in the great centres must
fail upon the municipal authorities and
upon private bencficence. And -even yet
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there -will be hardship and distress.. Hom4
will have te be -opened-extra chairs Ï1lýce1
at the tables. Ric4i 1 and poor, city 'and
country mnust comne to the rescue. We are
convinced that the three prairie povinceý

:willot be in anywise behind L-hn&i,-ther-
open heaitedness. Westerners wore tb<'
first to respond to- the cali to armi. -' Thé~
will be the first te respond to thft. ëÏ4o
need and hunger. Mdany a fariner ilto
decide that it is time he gave 1iàf~hfI
wife a litti e rest and'will. obtain'fér.' hj
services of some young- lady for wh<rnh4
city at the present time- cannot .pd4

employTnent. In; th at way the 1..i
be imutuai. Many a c'ity d*élleir «lfde.
cide that instead of tending this ye rto

-own furnace, ié wih--l«
to the married mnwo,
of "a jdb." The cry haý -one ab
we imust al ouniire, h
true,. but it is"not'pütting the emphààii
the rigt place.. . We -ist al 6p%9i i91
in luxurits, that we may. b tdassi
our fellowsi. Our. thought of, oiâ
must and will 'include the, tlïh ,,ç4~
those who are even more unforé-1a.
ourselves.

The. Bright'Side'.
When the war is over and peacet ore

it will be found that there are -a, f*w'c
gains. First' of ail it wilI iapdoubti
decreed that. the-reign of.. mili
ended. Then there will be
among the, allies tryears. tQeCome.-a
of ail there wilI be a bond- of Irothr
among ail the 'people of thie r@, êx r
this will be fe1tý in -ev ery town'-a....
of the remotest Dominion.We
possible for vitsriolic pgrtizau papersiç av
get their partizanship,, and, foi poil*l
ponents iii the Province, thé Dominion1 a'
the Imp erial -Pari ment.- tto fô* 'iet '-
differences, surçly, the warbas -a ready4ôn
something Before we are throùth w ith i
ail it wil Ido vastly more titli IS". ' là
wilI only make- war among profeé&dy*
Christian peoples forever i
price paid may pot be to f
in the sight of God, how un
the whole struggle be.

Aj .. he1WË

After the. war,, Canada should occupý Aý
new place among the nations. Belginpi»
next year she should greatly increase t
acreage in foodstuffs, for it is cleartI
Eu rope will nlot produce the accustonieU
quantity. Then she should plan toe eqtW
more Iargely into the field of manufacrk
for it is evident that Germany will ne,
longer supply the allies with ber goodi4
In ail probability her greatest factoriès
will, for lack of workers and capital, b
idie for a long time. There are may-
ticles which can be manufactured herieý"
well as in Germany. Canadians à .l
well to make enquiri 'es, and to 'lose,1no
in preparing to meet'the'new condik
imposed by the war. Above ail, shouflâ
effort be made to build up a me
marine. Canada will not reach lier #L_
jority until she has provided fülly foi fthe
transportation of her«commodities. IndU«S-
trial -emfciency always necessitates thre
things: production of raw materials, pro-
vision for manufacture, provision. for, trans-
portation. The more of this we can keep
inour own.-hands the better.
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