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A Defense of the "Predatory Lumnbermnan"
Could forest wrecking have been avoided? Was America compensated by aCentury of cheap construction ?

By J. E. IRHODES, Secretary-Manager, Southern
Pine Association

F[ ORESTRY whch does fot cotempiate the use of the fore
is flot practical fo'restry, arwill flot appieal to sensible arpractical mýen. There was a tin

whien forestry was based largely C
the theory that the mnan wh-o eut
tree was an enemy of society; ad n0satisfactory -solution of hou, the fores
could bie nsedl and perpetuated at thi
saine time was ofl5ered.

Scienitiiic Methods

The evolution of' ecoýnoîm4c condi
ýtionýs, suTflounding the 'lumber indus
try ' n this country, is .just ibeginniný
to make it possible to coiisider the 'ap
plication of so-call-ed "scientifle forestry mefhods," to lumbering opera
tions witli sone prospect of succesThese conditions have been broughiabout. by the eu'tting of a eonsidera-bE
part of the nation's virgin forests,which. formier generatious thouglit
were ï1aexhaustile. The time appears
toble reached, in our national history,
when further inereases in the amount
of ftimber procured froan Our virgin
tianber cannot be expected. Lumber-
mien are, ther'efore, realizing that
their business eau be prolorged ouly
by the growth of arother -crop oftrees. They know that lunwber às a1b-6olutely indispensale 'and that itceannot continue to be manufactured
and ýeonsum<J in its preseut volume
indefinitely.

Lumbermen also krOw that scien-tillec fo'restry metliods canuot bie ap-
plied to practical loggiug operations
unitil the, value of the standing timber
has -reached a point which will make
it flnancially and econom ically pos.
sible.

WÎith furtlier decrease of supply,'iruhermien ibolieve that the price ofstanding tiimher will advance to, apoint whieh wîlmkepsbêth
adoti>n f cieTiicforestry 'nethods

w4ithout os
The adoption of forestry in the

manuifacture of lumber involves auaincr-ease in costs whieh obviously mustbe borne in the end by the consumer.
The public, should, therefore, iinder-
ýstand that forestry means increased

11- costs Of produets lnanufactured frani
st the forests.

id Lumibermen. believe that the re-id markable development of our countryie has ýbeen 'due in large measure to the
m sacrifice cf much of our forests. Oura forefath-erýs found 'great areas OSO0 lands covered with maguificent
;tgrowths of hardwood, which they

were obliged to cnt dowu ln order
that they miglit cultiva-te the soul.
The Northern forests proved to lie
the nearest sources of luiuber supply
to the great agricultural States of the1-Mississippi Valiley. They furnishied
the elheapest Ibuiling material thiat
the world lias ever known.While these
foregts and portions of tbie Southeru
forests have ibeen lairgely depleted,
the lumberinen beieve the resuits

*have justified the sacrifice.
As the peoples of Europe flocked

to our shores iby the millions, and made
for themnseives new, homes iu this land
of the free, it becaxue necessary to
build our towns and cities in a coin-
paratively few years, considering the
-life of a nation. With'outlumljer, this
could flot have beer done; reither
cou-ld the great agricultural areas
have 'been made to produce the food
upon which the world now depeuds
for its very lIfe. The agrieuîltuTùl
sections of the country could not have
beeu throught into eultivation had it
not been for the production of the
immense quantity of -lumaýber utilized
ou the farins; indeed, the romance of
business coutains no m'ore iutere»ting
chapter than that coucerning the
lumber industry. Lnunber and its
produets are as Inclispe-neible to the É
hivelhood and -well-being of meu as
are any other produets' of the Soil.The luuuber business in ail its phases, <frori fi'rst to lest, lias played a most
important part in the up-building ofn
America. h
Iu the very nature of thie occupa. r

tieu, the mean who lias gone into the sttraekless fore-sts and ýouvert-ed them% tlinto 'inrber for the Use of the people, ci
lias lieeu. a power in m Iany sections siof the couutry, lie has been the ad- th
vauce agent of Civilization, for there, Io
has fûllowed in his wake farrms, town« Co
and railroads, and ail sorts of devel- uls

Opinent incidlent to the growth of a
sturdy people and a prosperous coun-
try.

Forests h ave been sacriliced,yes. low
e&se could the great prairies have been
won? With the cutting of the forests
immense ar-eas of land have been
miade availaible for the piow. un-
dreds of thousands of acres, fromn
which the lumbermeîî reinoved the
trees, are row being successfully
eu'ltivated, adding te the agricultural
wealth of Amerjea.

Public Shares Responsibility

The public must share witli the
lumbermen the fuit1 re-sponsilbÎlity for
the~ eutting of the forests. Citizens
engaged in the makirg of lumber, te
suplly the demand which existed
for iit. The greater part of the forests
whieh have been nsed have represent-
ed littie, if ary, profit te the men
Who eut theri. Even today, mary
millions of feet cf tituber are being
eut and sold for returus which do rotrepresentthe costs of"operation and
present values of stumpage.

,The lumbermen feel keely the
critieisms whieh bave been directed
against theri, charging theri with the
ruthless destructlon of timber at the
expense of future gererations. Týhey
resent the charge thrat they have
wasted the nation-s, timber resources,
or that they have made fortunes by
nethods which are without econoinie

or moral excuse.
No !,air-minded citizen wil1 dery

hat there lias bieen, iu the past, albun-
lant excuse for the, cutting of the
orests. The statement lias iheen made
ýy mcen higli lu the councils of the
ýovernment thaît we face -a lumber
hortage because of the destruetfve
aethods of ¶umlbernien. This charge
as undoulitedly eansed mary people
o îufer that -the luxuberimen have heen
uthýless vandals of the forests, de-
:roying the {4od-gîven heritage of
ie people without any regard what-
rer -to finaucial or economie con-
derations. The lumbermen reply lu

erown defense that every part of~rest mateial frori w'hich a profit
uld have been realized lias been
ted. They have left nothing in the


