
12 23rd October. 1873

"State, do hereby c-'rtify that the Act passed by the SEnate and louse of Commons of
"Canada, intituied, ' An Act to provide for the examination of Witnesses on Oath by

' Conrmittees of the Senate and 4Iouse of C-nnons, in certain cases,' was received at
"this Department on the 22nd day of May, 1873.

" Given under my hand and ;eal, this Tst day of July, 1873.

D UFFERIN.

The Governor General transmits for the information of the Senate and Rouse of
Commons, the accompanying papers relative to the prorogation of Parliament on the
13th day of August last.

GOVERNMENT HOUSE,
OTTAWA, OCTOBER 23RD, 1873.

No. 197.
CANADA, August 15th, 1873.

My LoRn,-I have the honour to state, for Your Lordship's information, that at
half-past three of the afternoon of Wednesday, the 13th instant, I prorogued Parliament.

As this event is likely to be regardedi with dissatisfaction by one of the great
political parties in this country, and has been already ani.malverted upon in no measured
terms by a portion of the Cana-lian press, I proposa to give Your Lordship a fll account
of the circumstances under which it bas taken place.

Although I have already acquainted Your Lordslip fron time to time with
everything which lias occurred in connection with the grant of the Pacific Railway
Charter, as well as with the proceedings in and out of Parlianent to wihich it bas given
rise, it nay be well to preface my intendel statement by a brief recapitulation of its
previous history.

The scheme of a Canadian line of railway froin the Atlantic to the Pacific frst
acquired a practical character in 1871, when its construction within ten years froni that
date became one of the conditions on whicli British Colanbia covenanted to enter into
confederation.

The first move towards the realinition of the project seems to have been initiated
not by a Canadian, but by an Englishman of the naine of Waddington, who, after
broaching bis proposals in Toronto and elsewhere, apparently without success, eventually
succeeded in obtaining the co-operation of a number of capitalists in Chicago and New
York, most of whom, though not all, were interestel in the " Northeru Pacifie Riilway,"
a Uinite 1 States line connecting at Lyndon with the continental systein, which it is
intended to carry across the Northernnst States of the Union to a port on the Pacific,
and which will consequently ran parallel-though at a lower latitade and over a wider
arc-with the proposed Canadian line.

A deputation from these ge!tl3men seems to have visitel Ottawa in the autumu of
1871, and to have had an interview with some ineiners of'the Canadian Government, by
whom they were informed that the time for entering into negotiations for the construiction
of the railway had not arrived. For several ronths no other proposition was receivel by

the Government, but it is statel by Sir Francis Hines, ia a letter of which I
No. 1. append a copy, that, being in Montreal in the month ofJnly of the same year, he
met Sir Hugl Allan, and, giving him the names of sorna of the Aauricans who had mide
these advances, expremsed his regret that a work of such importance should fall into the


