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moved with regard to the supply and transport
of the Indian presents to the Upper Province,
upon the due furnishing of which very mate-
rially depended the support which we might
expect to receive from the Indians, in case of a
rupture with America.

From this statement, drawn from the original
correspondence, and from official documents, it
is evident, that even in contemplation of hosti-
lities, an event by no means certain, and which
the British Government were so far from thinking
probable, that they discouraged any measure of
extraordinary expense to meet it, the Commander
of the forces did, as far as rested with him,
during the winter of 1811 and 1812, and for
months prior to the declaration of war, make
every preparation for defence, consistent with
the means which he possessed. All the requi-
sitions of Major-General Brock which the Com-
mander of the forces had the power to grant,
were promptly complied with; nor was the
slightest intimation ever given by that invalu-
able officer, that any measure, either suggested
by himself or which ought to have occurred to
the Commander of the forces, for the preserva-
tion of the Upper Province, in the event of its
being attacked, had been overlooked or neg-
lected. The same vigilant foresight will be
found to mark the conduct of Sir George Prevost
in the Lower Province. One of the first mea-


