
C RAPTER XXX I.

66OLD DAYS. "

I N the record of a people the librsry and the inuseuin bave an Im-
portant part. The books they read, the scbool books uaed, the
doniestic utensils, the clothes they made and woro, combine more

than words to show the conditions'met. The scsnty materialsand in-
plements with which they conquered climate aud soul were'imperfect.
The record is one of adaptation of everthing preseuted by nature, that
could be helpful. Tes was made froin the dried leaves of the black
currant bush; coffee from the roula of the dandelion, dried sud browned.
Wild mustard wua welcomed as greens; every horb wus carefully savedl

for use iu sieknesa, iu a land where physicians were few aud fair away.

The foreal furniahed gaine, rivers sud sîreams an abondant supply of
llsh. lu the sprlng sud fait were the migralory bird.. Wlld pigeons
camee iu myrladis. They were expected aud depeuded upon as a regular
return of food. Wild bernies of varions kinda were plenîlful. These

were dried, sud preserved with maple suear for winter use. When the
day closed sud the tllow dip was lighted the kuitliug basket sud sew-
ing were brought ouI. Wheu the sehool tessons were Iearned, a portion
of the eveuing wsdovoted 10 knittiug. Meu were nol ashamedtlukuit,
especially the Scoîchinen. Germain also kuit, but Englishmen did nul.

As the botter dayS came it was lhe ambition of old aud youug women

Wo posess gold beada for the neck. The peddler of those timos wras the
medium tu acquire thein. HI. visitations were periodical. A few boada
were purchsod froin lime 10 time, carefuily put away until a sufficient
number were purchsd. Silver spoons were obtained lu the saine
mauner. Wooden spoons were ln genersi use, aud a few hsd German
silver. The. recolleclions of the. Colonial days lived In Iheir mernorles.
For these comforts their hands nover ceased to labor unlil they once more
possesed thein. Their scsuly huards were carefuly lreatured, util
a doen teaspoons coutl be purchased. Rarely wau Ihero a purchas. of
more than one large spoon et a lime. Roady mouey was net much ln

circulation except lu the cilles. Barter or suchauge was the raie, but
the peddler must have cauh for bis ware. Seldoin did a bride have
more than a dozen teaspoons, three or four tablespoons, s pair of sait
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