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FICN. J. A. CHAPLEAU, M.P., SECRETARY 0F STATE.

IN188 1, as Mr. Chapleau was in the course of a speech to bis constituents,
au Ste. Thérèse, the bell of the parish church suddenly struck, whereupon
the orator stopped, bowed bis head for a moment, dien cawting a glance
over the vast audience, said in a voice that betrayed emotion : IlFortyone
Years ago, my friends, that samne bell rang me to my cbristening ; its sound
bas guided my footsteps many a time since ; and it bas of ten recalled me to
a sense of duty to you. " The incident is a key to Mr. (Jhapleau's charac-
ter, seeking to make impression througlh the fancy and sfùnn h sei
ties of political discussion by delicate reference te the beautifoùl tliings of
this world. Tbere was both eloquence and statesmiansbip in the allusion.

Joseph Adolphe Chapleau was born at Ste. Thérèse de Blainvitte, in the
COUntY of Terrebone, on the 9tb November, 1840. fus ancestors emi-
grated from France, and were among the early settiers of the seigniery of
Terrebonne; but the father of Mr. Chapleau was an humble, bard-working
inechanic, of whomn the son was not asbamed and who instilled into the
latter principles of honour and devotion to duty. From the earliest age
the boy displayed a taste for tearning, and bis mmid was so active that
'ileans were found to put bim to school wlbere hie grounded himnself in the

* elenieînts of grammnar. Thence hie was sent to the neighibouring village of
Terrebomne, where a college bad been establislîed by Madame Masson,

* otijer of the ex-Lieutenant-Governor of the Province of Quebec, and
Wehere, lie pursued his studios untit transferred to St. Hyacinthe and put
througl a course of solid studies which lef t their imupressioni on the whole
Of bis subsequent career.

On teaving coltege lie wenlded bis way to Montreat in searcli of a pro.
fession suitable to a youth of bis tastes and aptitudes. H{e chose the
taw and, encouraged by his success, devoted biniseîf te criminal practice,
acquirinor a position therein, whicb set him, within a short tinie, in thec
hghest ramaiong bis youtbful associates. But this was net sufficientfor bis buoyantnaue Heluce nopltc ttea fnite,

rnouriting the hustings with assurance and maintaining himiself thereon, in
the mnidst of the most violent campaiguis. Hie went further, and took up)
the Pen in defence of bis political views and principtes. With a couple of
conlgeniat spirits lie founded a newspaper catted Le Colonisateur, and for
tbree years used its columns in an attempt to reach those readers whom bis
'olce could not attain.

Promn these very beginnings Mr. Chapleau made his mark and the poli-
tical leaders soon foretold that lie xvoutd lose no time in taking high rank.
1h5 physicat appearance was in hi,, favour. Tati, well biîilt ; witb a sbapely
head. wavy black hair thrown back over bis neck like a plume; a musical,
flexible voice; an abundance of animal energy ; a fearless spirit that shrunk
fromri no difficulty, hie readity placed tîimself at the bead of bis companions,
wlith their fuît acquiescence and as if by natural right. Ano tber advantage
Whicb the future statesman enjoyed at tbe epening of bis career was tbathie found bimiself the representative of the young meii comirîg after tberadicaîism of 1848, when the French revotution of tbat year biad its echo
othis side, and tbe cry of annexation rang through the whole of Lower

Canada. This period of acute crisis was fottowed by a tong terni of bewit-
derraent and unrest, catled thc decade of transition, wben party lines were
0 1tY faintty drawn, because every one feît that there shoutd be a reunion
0f al forces in order to insure the f ubure of the common country. From
1860 to the year of Confederation, tbe young men kept on growing ini the
8ehoo)l of strife and trial, but none grew more perceptibly and witb f utier
Promise of future strength, tban the subject of this sketch.

R1 is opportunity came at lengtb, and lie was not slow to seize it. In
1867 the Britislr North Amierica Act proctaimed to the world a new

t'tiOn, and the Province of Quebec, witbout knowîng it, and almost in
aPite of berself, entered into full possession of bier autonomy. She was
Presented with bier own Lieutenant-Governor; bier own legisiature,
COflisting of two Chambers and a long scrotl of rigbts and priviteges,
Whiec practically made tbe people of Frencb-Canada their own masters.

ýrogeneraî. elections took place, and Mr. Chapteau, going straight into bis
native county, asked to be made its first representative in tbe Provincial
Parliarment. He was returned by acclamation, and bas retained the seat

to hi dytbrough the ordeat of at toast a haîf dozen etections. That
rs8t session at Quebec was a memorahtle one, witb sncb membors as

Chauveau -a man of bigh temper and nobte spirit-as Premier; Jotythe8 Political Bayard, as leader of the Opposition ; Cartier, Langevin,
trvile, Chapais, Marchand and others of hardly tess note. In sncb a

PreBence the representative of Terrebonne took bis place, at tbe age of
8''land twenty. Within a few bours lie arose, and the eyes of a crowded

h 1ise were fastened upon bim, as hie proceeded to discbarge the honourabte
f1lIction of moving the Address in reply te the Speech from the Throne.
"'f first effort settled bis position at once, both as an orator and a public

tQIan1, and thenceforth the legistative career of Mr. Cbapleau was secure.
'l8 went atong quietly for sevoral years, making bimsolf acquainted with
lie '1ew order of things under Confederation, wheiî the Province took ant1Pward bound, and everything r vi ved- business, agriculture, literaturo,

8'4id the national spirit--imbiturng himuseîf with the principte of practical
Palitics wiiei'eb)y the developmnent, ef the country's material rosources
8houtd be fos tered. Tbe time came soon wben lie was caltod upon to appty
theOse nees in a higher sphere, and another forward stop was taken.
81r, hapleau was sworn in of the Executive Councit, and appointed
ýolcitorGeneral in the bpgiiin:iý of 1873, with the sanction of bis wholeParty and the approval of isi p.)1itica1 adversaries. And away, in a quiet
LOridon street, and on a bed of sickness from whicb lie was neyer to rise,

Sir George Cartier beard of the promotion, and wrote that it was no more
than the reward of ment. The great manî, wbe was the friend of young
men, and who took pains te train them in publiç ]ife, was comforted at the
tast with the thought tbat eue of bis favourites had cntered on the paths
of responsible office.

But this new period, from 1873 te 1879, was a stormy one, and net
the least excitîng incident was the defence, at Winnipeg, by Mr. Chapleau,
ef Lépine and other Hatf-broeds, implicated in the North-West troubles of
that period. ln September, 1874, the Ouimet Governuient went down on tbe
outcry about the Tanneries Land Swap, and Mr. Cliapleau, ator a viger-
eus defen2e of bis conduct in a public speech, withdrew into pnivate life.
But in January, 1876, lie was recalled as Provincial Secretary, and
remained in office titi the distruption et the Bouctiervilte Cabinet, by
Governor Lotettier de St. Just, in 1878.

Another epportunity was here afforded, et wbicb lie took prompt advan-
tage. In a mass meeting hold at Montreal bie was chosen leader et the
Conservative party and et the Opposition, and at once set te work te pre-
pare the way for the downtall ef the Joty Ministry. This bie accomptished
witbin a tittle beyond the year. In October, 1879, Mr. Joly resigned, and his
oppenent was sumimoned te form a governulent, wtiicb hoe at once did, adding
te bis position as First Minister the departmoent of Agriculture and Public
Werks. The samne tact, energy, and general abitity wbich lie displayed as
leader of the Opposition, wbere the best qualities of a public man are
tested, Mr. Cbapleau manitested as head et Government and lie bast no
titue in turning te a business policy. Tbe chief neasure of bis Adminis-
tration was the sale et th,- North Shore llaitway, te relieve the exchequor
et the Province. The subjeet gave rise te violent (lebates, and led te a
division in the Conservative party itself, but subsequent events bave justi-
fied it in a measure, and effectuatty removed tbe danger of a powerfut
corporation being turned into a mere party machine, with nameless
resources et corruption. The general elections came on in 1881, and Mr.
Chapteau swept the Province, carrying fitty-tbree seats eut of sixty.five.
This seemed te crewn bis Provincial career, and the project long cherished
by bis friends ef bis premotion frem Quebec te Ottawa was urged upon
hini witb great force. Strong ebjections were adduced on the other hand,
however, and Mr. Cbapleau was warned against taking a taise stop ; but
there is reason to believe that tbe state et bis heatth, sbattered by the
wearing and worrying labeurs ot the previeus two years, turned the scales
at the end. Iu the summer et 1882 Mr. Chapleau resigned bis position
as Prime Minister, and accepted the portfolio et State in the (overnment
of Sir John Mýlacdonald.

It is oniy they who are acquainted with the modes, the habits, and the
general situation ot Frenchi-Canada who can measure the difference exist-
ing between Queboc and. Ottawa. Many et Mr. Chapteau's critics foretold
that hoe would bie out et place in bis new field ; tbat the showy qualities
whicb bad won bim se much distinction and power amiong bis*own people
would go for very little with the cool, practical politicians et the Dominion
capital, ,and that while hoe was supreme in tbe Provincial arena, ho would
prove only third or fourth rate in the Fedorat competition. The readerd
et this paper cau judge for tbemselves bow far these predictions wore ful-
filted. Fees witt agree with friendsin stating, as a simple matter of justice,
that the influence of Mr. Chapleau lias net waned since hie became a ineu-
ber ot the Queen's Privy Council for Canada. On the centrary, lie increased
bis strength before the wbole country by tlie botd and consistent stand
whicb hie took in the Riel affair. None but those wbo know the French-.
Caniadian people, how they are attacbed te their race, some ot tbem clierishing
the odd feeling that tbey are net treated with bccoming justice and respect
by the ether etements of the population, and none but those who dwett in
the Province at this time, and witnessed the morbid excitement, the hopes,
the fears, the anxiety which prevailed througbout the whole crisis, eau
have the fainte8t notion of the gravity et the situation. Against this
universal outburst Mr. Cbapleau, with bis two Quebec colleagues, had to
make a stand, and in the large Montreal district, over wbich lie bas recog-
nized control, hoe was ebliged te bear the brunit ot the enset atone. AIt
agencies were set te bear against bim. At first lie was tenipted and cajoled.
If lie put himselt at the head of the movement, aIl] parties woutd join in
bis wake, and hoe would bie the master and idql of the Province. Thon
intimidation was binted at. If lie ventured te set bis foot in Montreal, lie
would ho hoeted and mobbod. There were several weeks, af ton the meet-
ing in the Champ de Mars, wben the tideofe passion ran higli, argument
was useless, and but for the geod sense and henest purpose of the hest
classes, a serieus rupture might have ensued. From their point of view
this indignation was natural, and it was respectable, springiug from motives
of injured patrietism, and aggravatod by tbe definite promises wbicb the
party papers published, even on the ove of the untortunate man's oxecution.
There are twe sides te eveny question of this kiud, and the readers et
Ontario and the other Provinces should take the particular circumstances
into censideration in judging et the movoment which almost rent the
Province of Quebec asunder.

The record is that the Secretary of State remained calm and collected
througb it att. Knewiiig bis people as hoe dees, lie understood aIt that bie
was risking, and the bniglit prospects wbich lis ambition was throwing
away, but, on the other baud, hoe seems te have seen bis duty dlean from
the start, and, tike a man, ho did it. Witbout being douiant, hoe was fear-
bass throughout. And hoe was outspoken. In a letter addressed te bis
ceuntrymen, on the 28th November, 1885, hoe broaches the question face
te face, saying that bis oatb of office was inviolable, even at the risk et
losing friendsbips and emoluments, and that hoe bad the profouud convic-
tion ef the injustice et wliat was demanded ef him as detrimental te the
best undensteod interesta et the Province. I saw," hie adds, "las a logical
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