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NINE CJENTURIES 0F' BUDDaISM.-I.

BY P. B. SUEAWE, LAI>AN, TIB3ET.

Ainong the philosophical and religions crecds offered to mankind at
te present tinte to repblace Christiîauity as te road to universal liappirims,

Buddhism, wvith its moderm offshoot, Theosophy, probably occupies the fore-
xnost place ; and it is hardlv asserting too inucli te say that tlic addresses
of Mr. Dharznapala were ainong: the most interestiug, attractive, and iaflu-
enLiai, of ail speeches delivcrcd at the Chicago Parliainent of Religions.
The speaker, ail alive as lie wvas wvit1î fervent belief in his own systent, and
scathing in ]îis denuinciation of what xve ail know to be the vices of so-
called Christendoin, could iiet fai to impart to otiiers a reflection of lie
fire which hoc feit g«lowing within bis own brcast. But a moinent's thouglit
wilI give us an opportunity of asking "Thc Buddhist speakcr found

engl Le blame anioiig us ; weuld, we find nothing to blaine iu Bui'ihist
lands?"' Titis is, indeed, a natural question and a vital one, urgen. , de.
xnanding.a plain answer. 'Unless both sides of the question are prcsented
we cannot forn a truc judgmcent ; and the dificulty for the ordînary Eure-
peau lies in te impossîhility for iti to live in a Buiddbist country and
study te daily life of professing ]3nddlîists. Several years' residence in
Ladakz have placed ine in. a position te do so, and 1 lppose to note down
soute of the observations mnade, placing, ihein for te purpose of easy coin-
parison opposite te the thcory of Buddhisni zis stated iii Buddhist books.*

It caunot be said iliat Ladakz is itot a fair field for observation, on te
ground that Buddhisn bias not had Linme to develop its full powers. The
date of the introduction of Buddhisni iute Ladak is uncertain. The great
l3uddhist King Kanishka, a cointeutporary of Christp, claiîued authority
over IÇashinir and Ladak, se tlint it is possible that Ladaki Buddhism and
Chiristianity are of equal age. But Lidak is at present and bias for centu-
ries been in the close-st religious connection Nvith Lhasa. Ia order, there-
fore, to avoid any ov'erstatenment, we -,vill assume that Lte conversion of
Ladakz was connected %vith thiat o? Tibet. l3uddhisin was introduced thore
in the cighth century -A.D)., but proball did not beconie Lhe ruling religion
until tIc. tenth century. Giving ]ud m Lt uiavnaeo ny
doubt, we ~1a1ntgo %wronrg Ma zssuining tînt Buddhism bas been estab-
liied ln Ladakz since about the ycar 1000 -&.D. Buddmisin bas, tbcrefore,
liatl 2à.7c ccniuri. te show wlutt il is really capable of. A longer pcriod
tian titis %vill net bc clàincd by any religion as nccessry te develop its
PoNwers.

Nor eau it bc urged that it is net fair te take for exantinatien a country
wbc.re the 3iahayanai forni of Buddhism lis been propagatcd. Such would

I xnxitapalozize if Ulis I:icliô pc.x r t'oliewhàatlrcsriicd. It i'cms tat t be nccesàaty,
if the =r-r if% ta rully undcrâtand the rcal 'state of affair< and 1 trint-î that iny remark- wili fot bc
quilc deroiti of Iniecet if ouly on acrouint, or tlie tact bhat thicy t.rct or Lndak, 1 aconiutry the eoclal
contiona of iwhlch have ratmiy bccii treatct of by prevnu %%ritcrs
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