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ralics and “dead mens’' bones" upon her
altars, gathered, by pious hands, from ever

corner of the earth,—for each and all of whic

she exacts the veneration of the faithful.
Any delusion, however preposterous in itself,
has been, and still is, the policy of that church
{0 encourage, provided it promises to extend
her influence. A curious instance of this
sort, which has recently occurred, is worth
relating, inasmuch as it proves two things:
First, that the traditional policy of the Catho-
lic church, in these matters, has undergone
no change; and, in the second place, that
such is the proneness of man to be imposed
upon by the illusive and miraculous, that he
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Abbe. The whole matter was fully invesd:
gated before the Court, and Madam
nonsvited. An appeal was taken in her b
halt, and the whole case was again invesg
gated before the Imperial Court of Grenohp
and the Lady of La Salleite wos agili
mulcted in the costs. K
Strange, however, to say—notwithstandmg
this public exposure—the visitors to bl
shrine on the mountain are as numerous
devoted as ever, nor is her service confingg
to Grenoble or to France. It has been i}
troduced into FEngland. Here is the reconff
mendation of Ullathorne, the Catholic Bish
of Birmingham, to 2 Manual for the serv

|

|

wid rather disbelieve the evidences of his own | of that imposture, written by one of bl
senses than part with the delusion® , priests in 1857 :—* I have read the book
Some time about the year 1850, two chil- | titled *'The Manual of the Confraternity &
dren, a boy and a girl, were tending their , La Sallette,’ and find nothing in it contrefd
futher’s cattle on the top of the mountain ; to faith and good morals. On the contranl
La Sallette, in the diocese of Grenoble in|I consider it calculated to promote piety aff
France. One day, 2 lady, gorgeously dress- : devotion, especially tv the Mother of God*E
ed, appeared to them, and announced herself |  Let it not be suppused, however, that s
ta be the Firgin Mary, come from heaven to | gross delusions s these are confined to R
threaten terrible calamities on the people of , man Catholics. It is not so. They s
the surrounding country for the coldnessand | rampant, orly in a different phase, amofg
indifference of their devotions to her. The | Presbyterians, especially in the Highlands 8§
children were greatly frightened, and told all , Scotland.  We have now before us a houf
they had seen to their parents un their returu. | recently published by a popular Gaelic mindls
‘The story of the apparition spread, and exci- | ter, the Rev. John Kennedy of Kilearnalk
ied immpense sensation far and near. It entitled, ** The days of the Fathers in Roul
cane t6 tue ears of the priests, and the chil- | shire”—a bouk containing many things whisfe
dren were immediately removed to a convent. , require no ordinary strain on our faith iR
‘There they were put under proper traiving , believe. Mr. Kennedy affirms that many @&
watil the story acquired orthodox shape and | the * Rouss-shire IFathers” * lived so near:
consistency. The result was, that, the next | God, and had so much of His mind, that
year, on the arniversary of the appurition, , spirit of prophecy was conferred upon therfs
tfrom forty to fifty thousund of the people, , und they could predict future events.” Of gy
headed by a number of priests, ascended the | certain crazed woman, ** Foolish Mary” (Ma
mountain to offer their devotions to the Lady , Ghoraich), be speaks in this fashion:
of La Sallefie. It seems that miraculous . all I ever knew, she seemed to enjoy to
virtue had been communicated by the lady | greatest wearness to God in prayer.
to a small spring of pure water which gushes | whole case of one whom she carried on
out of the mountain, the water of which is | spirit to the throne of grace, scemed to k
sold to the faithful a4 a sovercign cure for all | uncovered Lefore her.  She could follow hial
diseases. It ig said that the sale of the water . with the choicest sympathies in his cares a
yields a yearly revenue of over a thousand | sorrows during his whole course of life, wif
pounds sterling to the church. v oul ny information regurding him, but sud
We owe the exposure of this preposterous { as was given her tn her inlercourse with God!
imposture to the industry and honesty of | Again:—* Coming to me once” (Mowg
some Catholic priests of that place. The, Ghoraick) *with an anxious expression Jf
Abbe Deleon, with some other priests, felt, face, she asked if there was a minister in i
that the credit of their church, and the inter- | certain district, which she could only indicauga
osts of true religion, alike demanded a tho- by telling *it was not far from a place ¢
rough searching into the alleged facts. 'With | which she knew the name.” 1 told her thenks
this view, he gat hold of the two children to | was; * Why do you ask?” *1I saw him yolg
whom the appasition wes said to have ap- . terday,’ she replied, * fixing a wing to cucg\e :
peared, and, ofter strict investigution of all | his sides, and rising upon these wings inn§s
the circumstances, the impnsture wus publichy | the air till he was very high; and suddenf
expoced.  The ¢ Virgin Mery” tarned out to . he fell. and was dashed to pieces on tief
bo a certain Madam Jameilierc, o woman | ground.”  And she added: * I think if then
ouge a lady of fashion, but who became cruzed, +is such a minister, that he has but a borrowed H
rod was, a few days before her appearance | godliness, and that his end is near.’ Thef
+u.the mountain, turned out of a cunvent for | wus just such u minister, and his end o) 3
some irregularitics.  Upon this expusure, : neur, for, befure s week had passed, I receivd
dfadam, by the instigation of the priests, ' the tidings of his death.” We, ourselre
brought an actien Jor defamution agninst the | could almost venture the propheey that the
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