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for them was capitulation ot ruin.  Could not legiala
tion have curbed e rapacity of this anl sinnlar
geasping and conscienceless monopoliesr All ave-
nues by which redress and far dealing vould 1e e
cared were clasely guarded  They had ther shalled
agents at every legislature ; whatever measore. they
dishked were blocked, and what they appraved of
were promoted. Purchacable members were in the
market, Inbhyists wire on the spat, and muoney was
forthcoming.  The phenomienal suvce vs of this unprin.
cipled monopaly hecame the medel for almast all
other branches of business.  Thiere are others as
bad, but limited space forbuds their enumeration
tinly one ather shall here have pas.any azntn
The Cottan Secd 1 Trust has <ecured the saonn
poly of this provuct, which an madern commmesee has
disclosed an ac ount of phiahle wsefalne o~ that
aston-hing. 1 can be transmaned anto lard, o'cn-
paranne and numerous other fosd ubatances. U
1 sand to find ats way back oy Amenca from Mediter
rancan perls as pure ohive ol The que.tion well
muy be asked, Whither are we driftung -

At tirst sizht the andications that led muany 1o sup.
pose that commerce was to be conducted by conne
crated methnds, and that the propliecy Holine . unto
the lond was to be mscribed on the hells of the
horsos wats nearng s fululment, pont m another di-
rection.  Through leng strugeies, men who laved tree.
doin strove to sccure the nyerthrow of despotisain
Church and Hate, but eah new uge bas to vonfraat
new forms of tyranny.  Where vl and  rebgnns
freedom are cnjoyed, the mastertul rule of sordid
monopoly rears its head.  Mew wonder that anarchic
and communtstic doctnines make way amnong the
masses.  Soulless corporations by their arhitrary and
despouc methods of procedure are ainrding the ocea-
sions, if not the excuse, for class warfare.  So long as
professing Chustun men silence the momuions of
conscience by the plea that there 1s no room for senu.
ment, that is, fair, upright 2ad merciful dealing, these
evilz will contimue to exist. U nut the truth that
Chnistian men are morally bouad to carey out the
prinaples and spint of their rehgion i all deparn.
ments of activity is nemiy grasped, power will remam
on the stde of the oppressors,

MINISTERIAL INF FFICIENCY.

I~ the Scottish Fresbytenan Churches the subject of
ministenial mefficiency has come up for exhaustive dis-
cussion The Iree Church General Assembly sent
the subject down to Presbyienes for consideration.
‘The question 15 ane of unmense practical importance,
and it may be assumed that us every phase will re-
ceive atténtion. It may also be assumed that a rad:cal
change will not hastilly had a place in Presbyterlan
practice. There will be mature deliberation before
the loosening of the munistenal tie 15 sancuoned. 1In
several Presbyteries the osertute has been voted
down, while in the I'resbytery of Ldmnburgh it canied
by a decisive majority. The prinupal opponent of
the measure in this metropohtan Fresbytery was the
Rev William Balfour, of Free Hutyrood Church,
and its chief advocate was P'mnupat Kamey., The
question was ably debated and the resuit was, that
only fourteen voted for the amendment expressing
disapproval of the overture, of these, seven were
ministers and sevenelders. For approval of the over-
ture twenty-five ministers and fifteen elders gave their
votes. This division is fitted to convey the umpres-
sicn that the consideration of the yuestion was dis-
passionate. ‘The general good of the Church aud not
the immediate interest of indi.iduals seems to have
been considered.

The faithful and competent nunister of the uospel
will not be greatly influenced by the fear of disnussal.,
Fidelity to his sacred trust, allegiance to the king
and Head of the Church, and love for His people,
will be sufticient incentive to the conscious discharge
of the impostant duuies committed tv his care.  1he
most gifted pastor 15 not aiways the oue that com-
mands imme hite success.  So many guaknications
for the successful prosecation of the Chritian minis
try are requisite that all can scarcely be looked fur i
one wndividual. To becine cfhi eunt, expenience s
mdispensable  The bight yos s, Jiauuate from ous
theological institutions may be deicient in s know-
ledge of men and w pracucal ewnei.once. He s
hable at first to make nustakes. The realities of
misterial work are very different froin what the vn-
tried youth anticipated, and he has much to learn by
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coming into actual assaciation with the people of lus
charge A measure deahing with minsterial inefii-
viene y must nat he Iacontian i its enactments. It
will have tsbe applied with wisdom and sympathy,
as well as with tirmness and impartiality.

It a palpahle fart thatcongregations da sutles,
aned atter grievously, fintm metticient and sll-assorted
pastars It trae they have the reedy m theicawn
hiands, and 4w equally true that they do not
always make a wise and neraful use of 1
i< :l;-pllmlumx Those are nut the worst cangrega

tron. who endure with patience and lon-  uftening
the  apefortine of an neftvent pa. e, but
thea  etere to salter sadly meanwhile as mat-

tere now are i caes e beoa question whether the
petaral tee may mat b honourably dissalved where
sueh discalutionas essenteal for tie good of the € hurch
by reghtbawad constitutional means rather than
by the el process of sanving out, which enly
ro-olte n sl constpaens ¢ to all cons emed. T must
Lye s onveded, inv ever, that the termanetficicat is ~ome-
what elistic, anad that amder caver of sty vagueness
serows sijustine inght be done. It s open ta abuse
by self willed and unpeuous malcontents i a e
pregation, and at is poswible that even an Preshytenes
the feelng o pattesansiup may entee. Lhere are
men g wed over congeegations where the conaitions
are «u b that they are hampered in ther woik, and
that sue cons v datticult of achievement, who in mere
congentsl cpheres would be held m honour for thewr
wark's sake  Mere Lisnssal in such cases puaht end
in the <acnfice of gnod men who i other tields would
render excellent wivice. The ezpeniment n the
Seottish ClL_--aes will be watched with interest, and
if goad :esults follow, «ts adoption elsewhere will only
be « matter of time
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Tur Heartn AND HOoue Liskaky. «Chwago
Health and Home PPubhistung Co.'--This first num-
ber of this neatly got-up magazine, devoted to health
and home matters, gives evidence that 1t 1s fitted to
do good work 1n the field it seeks to cultivate.  For
the present 1t is the :ntention to 1ssue it quatterly.

Tt Wosan's Wori o Edited by Oscar Wilde.
New York ; Cassell X Co - This new Iiterary claim-
ant for papular re~ogartion presents A mnst attractive
appearance  The Febrnary number opens with a
poem on “ Historic \Women.” The contributions are
almast exclusively by 1adies who have earned distine
tion in the Iiteriry world  The artistic embellish-
ments of the magamne are very tine  This new ven-
ture deserves success.

Tur CoNuist. Isikkian DictioNary,
Charles Annandale, MA, LLD.  Toreawn. §. k.
Bryant X Co., Themerus of the Lnpenal Dictionary
on which this work us Lased are widely recognized.
For (orstant ordinary zeic énce the Conrise Impenal
is withuu! yuesuun the best that has yet appeared.
The utmost care has been exeraised to secure fuluess
and aceuracy. The prnung s clear and beauti-
ful, and the Linding neat und serviceable.

Hotipas RavpLes BETWEEN WINNIPEGL AND
Viciuria, By George Bryce, LL D., Winmpeg.)
Dr. Bryce ts a close and accurate observer, and what
he sees he can enable his reader to sce. If they don't
1t s not lus fauly, for he 1s as lucid a writer as he s a
patient snvestigator.  These * Rambles,” published
in cheap form, comain two senes of pivers on
“ Prairie and Mountain "and *“Lo ! the Poor Indian.”
Thete 5 much infurmation pteasantly imparted re-
specung the great North-West and its demizens
“ Holiday Rambles.”

THE MASTER'S MEMORIAT. By the Rev Thomas
Macadam, mimmster of St. Andrew’s Church, Strath.
roy. Third edition, revised and enlarged.  /Strath-
roy : Lvans Drothers.)--Mr. Macadam has in the
preparation of this admrable httle manual rend-
cred an important service. To the young it is
espeaally valuable, though those of maturer years
wui also nnd 1t helpful. In relation to the Lord’s
supper, thsis publication fills a felt want In brief
< »mpass the design and purpose of that ordinance
and the obbgations it imposes are clearly and Scrip-
turally defined. It 1s po slight tribute to the merit
and usefulness of * The Master's Memorial® that it
has already rcached a third edition.
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VADAGASUAR

The Rev lames (. Mackay, tmissionary at Antsche
anaka, Madagas.ar, writes

The Central Province of lumerima, Madagascar, 1s
all bt cvtieed 1t e sitidted between 4,009 and
g foet ahve the sea level, and an the central
tahleland  The stk ot civihzatien, in conjunction
with active mivon agency, has nf late years been
spreading to the athes provinces--notably Betsileo, to
the wonth, and Antchanaka, to the nonthecast, The
Rev | Pearse, now « ~ the funner pravince, had the
Eurapean oJires tion of the Antsehanaka Mission fora
numher of years Tlis region has the unenviable
reputatian of heing malarial, and on ascount Loth of
fever and other « nses the asson has heen without
adequate Europran sup—nintendence for five or six
year-,  Four Hova " evangelestra®” from the Central
Provinece has e had the oversi *ht of the work during
that perimd, anted by an accaaonal visit frown one of
the misdon's stalt in Antanananvo.  f.ast year the
Directswrs of the Lendun Missionary bocety finally
decided to recruit the Madagascar staff, and on Sep-
tember 1 a party of twehe sated from 1 adon to fill
up vacanaes i the stafl throughout the sland.  Our
party of fur, Res L. H. Sinbhing and Mrs. Steabling
Mrs. Mackay and my~elf, were at urst detamed in the
capital on ou annnad thete by the advent of the wet
«eason 1 ter on, howeser, Jeath «ame into our ranks,
and tnok away one of our number- Mrs. Stribling.
She wis nat, Lke ourselves, new to the country, but
had spenmt many years in the \oawongo District, o
day's journey from the capital, i happy Christian
work for the Master, together with her hushand,

On July 1, 18587, we arnved at Anbatondrazaka, and
forthwith took up out work. The following 1s a short
summary of the waork done during the past—our first

three months endin, Septomber 30.

\Mr Stnbling has made a three weeks' journey
round the entire district, and another shorter journey
of a weel's dusation to four or tive stations in particu.
lar  Hesudes theze he has continually been preaching
the Gospel, both 19 the “nyother-chufch ” here, and
in the various ru *-made structures, so-called
churches, in the immediate neighbourhood. A five
or six years' absence of Europcan direct help in an
impontant nussion hike this must needs leave accounts,
«arrespondence. etc., 1n a very dilapidated condition,
and consequently our beloved brother's work has
been all the heav:er, as he has had tius extsa work fall
on his shoulders.

Mirs. Mackay has now organized 2 sewing class of
oset sty natwve grls, Yas three or four of the better
class Hova women to help her, and these latter, with
the women of the town, come to her carlier in
the week to learn themselves, Oa the other hand
our medical department nds fare to be no insigmficant
part of the work. Twice a week | see patientsn my
outdoor consulting roum, and my wite, un these days,
dispenses the mediune. At all other times 1 am
likely to be valled upon to help to heal the body, and
say a word in as yet very poor Malagasy, maybe,
about the Saviour. Our espenmental hospitalis in
course of ercction. {t 1> to cuntan but five or six
beds. It is our intention, DLV, to build a permanent
structure neat dry season.

‘The following plan has been suggested for the for-
mation of a native Presbyterian Church in Indwa:
I'he Presbyteries of the Fstablished Church and Free
Church of Scotland 1n Bombay, the Presbytery of the
Insh Presbyterian Church in Gujarat, the mission of
the Original Secession Church in the Central Pro-
vinces, and that of the Canada Presbyterign Church
at Indore. with the Kolapoare Presbytery of the Pres-
byterian Church, " SA. might readily form the
Synod of Bombay.

The Presbytenes of the Free Church and Estab-
lished Church of Scotland in Calcutta, the mission of
the Welsh Calvunisttc Methodist Church in Assam,
and that of the English Presbyterian Church in Ben-
gal, might form the Synod of Bengal. The Presby-
teries of the Established and Free Churches in Ma-
dras, and the Classis of Arcot of the Reformed Church
. America, with the few Dutch Reforined and Pres-
byterian Churches in Ceylon, nught torm the Synod
of Madras, The Presbyteries of Allahabad, Furrucka-
bad, Lodiana and Lahore of the Presbyterian Church,
U.S.A., the Presbytery of the Reformed Presbyterian
Church of Amenea at Roorki, the Presbytery of Raj-

ootana of the Umted Presbyterian Church of Scot-
«{and, and the Presbytery of Sealkote ot the United

Presbyterian  Church of America, might form the
Synod of North India, :



