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T'ORONTO, FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, iSSo.

OUR readers would notice that the first No. of the
"Presbyterian Sabbath Scbool Teacher's Study " was

printed last week instead of, as it ought to have been,
on. the 24th inst. NO. 2 wiil appear on thc first of
October, and ail concemned had better preserve last
Weeks PRESBYTERIAN for reference to No. i.

CQUNTR Y CONGREGA lIONS.

T HF remarlc is- an old antd ft-repeated one hc

te a graduating class of young ministers, to the effect
that if they were to preach in the city they had better
*ear their best ceat ; if in the country they had better
bring eut their best sermon. The best sermon is
everywhere and at ail times in order, and it wilI be
none the less acceptable, perhaps ail the more so, if
the preacher have also on the best coat. But if the
professor by his suggestion meant to caution his
y'oung friends against the idea that anything in the
way of a sermon would do for thc country, and to sug-
gest that if there was any différence between city and
rural audiences in the way of intelligence and appre-
ciative power the advantage in many cases rather lay
with the latter, he was a wise, shrewd man whose ad-
vice was worth the following. We have no wish
elther te make invidious comparisons or te hint at
disagrecable contrasts, but at the same time we have
no hesitation in asserting that in very many cases
there are ne better congregatiens for close attention,
for hearty and intelligent relish for the truth when that
is earnestly and scnsibly presented, and for the cor-
dial recognition of inteilectual and spiritual power,
than those located in country districts. It was and is
50 in Uic old country, and the same thing holds truc
in Canada and ail over this continent. We have no
wish te set thce oe class of congregations against the
other, but Uic more or less covert feeling cherished
by some preachers to the effect that se long as their
mainistrations are confined te thecocuntry their gifts
are in danger of being unappreciated is a very erre-
neous one. Some think it smart te refer to the number
of leepers to be found in country churches, as if in
this respect things were very différent in the tewns
and cities. As a matter of fact, however, if such re-
ferences-have any measure of smartness about them,
they are greatly destitute of accuracy. On a warmn
summer>s day, after having travelled sonie miles te
church, it is flot surprising that sometimes not a few
ahould. fail into a deep slcep, the more especially if
thiere is nothing either said or donc ver>' specially
calculatcd te keep themn awake. But even in such
circunistances if Uic preacher has really got anything
te sa>' te the people, and can manage to say it with
any measure of power, he wilhave on an average less
reason te complain of either inattention or thc absence
of appreciative interest in a congregation of farmers
than in one of merchants and other "'cit>' folks.» As
one has well put it, we may sa>' with ail truth:. '(The
earnest look they give you, as if in anticipation of
something to nourish the mind and heart, and the
disappointment depicted on their ceuntenances when
the bread the>' expected proves to be dough, and soft
at that, wiil convince an>' man that the best he can do
wil be appreciated by such hearers." There is no
reason whatever, why the members of a city congre-
gatien should be thought more intelligent on religious
matters at an>' rate than those in the country. The
stûr and activit>' of commercial life may often impart
a. greater amount of apparent sharpness, but it dees

net at ail follow that there is any greater degree of
general intelligence, and stili less any deeper and more
life directing acquaintance with the things of God and
ail that is connected with the way of salvation. A
good man>' ministers are restless and dissatisfied be-
cause their spheres of labour happen to be in the
country. They fancy that they would be more coni-
fortable and more useful if Uic>' had a town or cit>'
charge. That their abilities would be more appreci-
ated and that their epportùnit ies for doing good would
be indefinitely increased. Are the>' quite sure that
in cherishing such ideas they are net grievousi>' mis-
taken? In mnan>' cases, we are persuaded, the>' are.
No'one need wish for a better or wider sphere than
that in which, in the providence of God, he is placed,
and if he is flot receiving that amount of synipathy
and support te which he ma>' think he is justl>' en-
titled is he perfecti>' certain that the fault lies exclu-
sivel>' with the pews, while the pulpit is blamcless?
Perhaps he has good reason for being se pcrsuadcd,
but perhaps, aise, he has not. Sure we are, at any-
rate, that the devout, competent and persevering
preacher of the Gospel will ot lose his reward in
these days, an>' more than in those cf the gene by,
and man>' would, we are cenvinced, come nearer their
purpose if, instead cf cas ting their eyes in the direc-
tien cf ever>' eligible vacancy, and writing te this and
that one te try and get them Ila hearing,» the>' were te
go heart and seul into the werk that lies directi>' under
their own hands, fuli>' convinced that it was large
enough for their abilities, involved responsibilities suf-
ficienti>' weighty for thcm te bear, and carrîed with it
a possibility cf reward. far beyond their most sanguine
anticipations and their utmost desert. We have flot
a doubt.of its being the fact that man>' congregations
are stingy and unappreciative. These, howcver, will
net ail be found in country localities, and perhaps
even in those cases where the people are mest freely
blamed, strict impartialit>' would net in ever>' case
saddle them with ail the responsibilit>' attachable te
congregational difficulties, and Uic necessity for mna.
isterial change. If net a few ministers could hear
sometimes the remark which is frequently made, and
quite as often in the country as in the town, net by
the fault-findiag andi superficial, but by the most
thoughtful and devout, te Uic effect that it would be
better if the>' would give more time te the preparatien
cf their sermons, and try te bring eut of their treasure
things new and old, it might be better for al con-
cerncd, and the desire for change might acither be se
common nor se inveterate.

PRESB YTERIAN JJJGOTR Y.

W ITH certain individuals and classes there is net
a more common or a more faveurite exercise

than that which censists in the deaunciation cf Pres-
byterian bigotry and Scottish claanishness. The
people who indulge in this pastime are net generali>'
careful te define what Uic>' mean b>' the ternis, or te
lead proof in support of what Uic>' regard as ver>'
detestable and unworthy, but the>' maire up tr an>'
vagueness of utterance and any absence cf evidence
b>' the vehemence of their condemnation, the vigeur
cf their assertions, and their general disregard cf ail
argument and ail decency. The>' have settled in their
own minds that Preshyterians are bigots abeve ail the
bigots that ever were or ever will be, and tke>' forth-
with become cloquent, indignant and pathetic b>' turns
over this supposed unpardonable iniquit>'. They
know intuitivel>' that the Scotch have always been
guilty cf clannishness, and from that one fact, which
the>' fondl>' imagine " nebedy can deny,'" the>' are
positivel>' sure that Uic>' can, beyend a doubt, acceunt
for ail that Scetchmen have ever been or donc with-
eut the slightest credit being given te eue redeeming
characteristic cither cf their heads or their hearts.
'IJohn CafMa burned Servetus ; " "Ic Scotch clergy
caused that peor boy Aikenhead te be hanged,» and ne
weader, you know, for Presbyterians are Il awful

this one single fact accoants for ail the success which
the>' have éver achievcd or ever will !

Is it net about time that this feolish and incoherent
way cf talking should cease? Or, if net, that those
who indulge in it should,condescend on particulars
and give some smail modicumn of evidence in support
cf what with them has hitherto been but groundlcss
and offensive assertion? Leaving Scotch clannish-
ncss in the meantime untouched, we affilrm that in-
stead of the Presbyterians of the present cia>, whether
in Scotland or in an>' other part cf the werld, bcing te bc
charactenized and denounced as bigots their fault has
lain, andi lies still, ail in the opposite direction. For
what is a bigot ? The dictionaries tell us that it is eue
who is "lobstinatel>' and blindi>' attached te some
creed, opinion, or practice, with an unreasenable
zeal or warmth in faveur cf a part>', sect or opinion."
New whether the disposition cf mmnd thus indicated
bc right or wreng, a shining virtue or a discreditable
vice, we assert, witheat fear cf anything like reasen-
able contradiction, that it is net speciali>' characteris-
tic of the Presbyterians of the present day, nor for the
natter cf that of those in the times past. Prcsbyter-
muns have ever held fast, and de se still, b>' the great
central doctrines of the Gospel, which they profess in
common with ail evangelical Chistendom; but in-
stcad of being blindi>', ignorantly and unrcasoningly
attached te these, the>' have ever been ready and
rejoiced te give te every eue who asked them a reason
cf the hope that was in theni, while as te Uieir attach-
ing undue importance te their peculiarities as Presby-
terians, whether cf doctrine or discipline, or as te their
drngging these forward before the public, whether for
statement or defence, wiUi andue or disagrecable fre-
qucncy, there is, perhaps, net a single dénomination
in Christcndom that says less about these pecaliarities
or makes them less frequenti>' the sabjects for public
exposition and enforcement or for private discussion
and deflance.

la ordinar>' cases hew long would an individual have
te attend upon Uic services of a Presbyterian place of
worshiý, whether on week or Sabbath days, before he
heard an>' exposition cf Prcsb>'terian Church goveru-
ment, or an>' answer te Uic usual objections te its
dlaims? In ver>' man>' instances he might do so al
his da>'s witheut having te listen te anything cf Uic
kind even once, and in the ethe rs such refereuces
would net occur once for ever>' ten tumes Uiat Uie
changes would be rung on the peculiar excellences and
the scriptural authorit>' cf Uieir fonnis cf Church gev-
crament in Uic churches and chapels cf ever>' other
denomination which could be mentioned. Instead of
doing tee mach in this way we holci Uiat Presbyter-
jans have donc, and are deiug, fax tee littie, and Uiat
Uic>' have lest ground b>' net expounding and magpi-
f>ing thrp special excellences cf their systeni cf Church
geverament te anything like the citent requireci boh
b>' sound policy and scriptural obligation. Iu other
words, iastcad cf in this respect being justly chargeable
with what is usuailly called bigotr>', it woald have been
well for the Presbyterian Church, and weil for Uic
world, hail there oni>' been a great deal more- reason
fer the accusation and the taunt

Roman Catholics and others most feolishi>' and mest
groundiessi>' imagine that Presb>'terians spend most
cf Uicir Sabbath services in attacks upon thc errors cf
this Church or the short-comiags of that; while thoy askr
with affected compassion, what would bc donc if there
were ne Romanism, or seme other ism, te denounce
and assail ? Instead cf there being even a shadow of
excuse for this kind cf talk we affirm that in this con-
nection aise it wiil bc found that there is less properly
centreversial discussion ina Presbytenian pulpits than ini
auy other which could be mentioucd. We are net
saying whether this is an excellence or a def.ct,
Uiough te a geod degreïe we thiak jt is Uic latter;
we are at present taken up with the eue point, that it
is a fact.

prcsb>vterians hold ver>' strong>' b>' the doctrine of
infant baptism for instance. Nothing then surel>'
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