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needs without breaking up the work of 
the other colonies. It should also be ad­
ded that a novice will profit by having 
in his equipment a colony in an observa­
tory hive, which will acquaint him with 
practically all of the interesting behav­
iour of bees.

* * *
Sunflower in Hungary. It is rarely 

cultivated in Fiance although it is a 
valuable honey plant for the fall. In 
Hungary, it is cultivated as a crop, as an 
accessory in bordering fields of corn, 
potatoes, tobocco, beets, etc., and it fur­
nishes without doubt a good portion of 
the winter stores to the Hungarian bees. 
There was gathered in 1907 in Hungary 
163,774 quintals, or hundred weights,
of oily seeds of w’hich the oil 
cakes are fed to the cattle and poultry.— 
L’Apiculture, Vol. 55, 1911, p. 468.

* * *
A unique and highly interesting book 

consisting entirely of illustrations, has
just appeared in France under the title 
“L’Apiculture par L’Image,” by Ed.
Alphandery. The work consists of 440 
pictures and 76 plates, illustrating all 
the phases of bee culture and treating of 
its historical aspects. Copies of Egyp­
tian hieroglyphics in which the bee fig­
ures as one character, are shown. The 
myth of the origin of the bee as present­
ed by old authors, is also reproduced. 
One caption is devoted to the evolution 
of the hive, j resents a wide range of 
hive types, antique as well as modern. 
The reproduced cuts from books pub­
lished in the 17th and 18th centuries il­
lustrating the hiving of swarms, trans­
ferring, etc., are interesting from the 
modern standpoint. -Another caption, 
not without significance, is the applica­
tion of the bea motive in art, likewise in 
[Kilitics and advertising. The more mod­
ern methods of bee-keeping are illustra­
ted in a series of plates representing 
such manipulation as wax extraction, the 
setting of foundations, foundation manu­
facture, etc. A series of plates, repres­
enting graphically the statistics of

wax production, the distribution of col- 
onies of bees, the comparison of honey 
consumption iwith the production impor- 
tation and exportation of honey and 
wax, and the relative European produc­
tion of honey.

The book is for sale by the author Ed. 
Alphandery, Chateau de Brignan, Mont 
fa vet (Vauchasse), 2 francs 50 <en 
t imes.

* * *
A note in Le Progrès Apicole' states 

that, bee stings in the treatment of rheu­
matism- and arthritis is becoming moie 
and more general in Europe.

* * *
The Federation Apicole du Hainan! et 

Extensions (Belgium) lias entered a cam 
paign for the repression of adulterated 
honey, alleged to be upon the market. 
Samples of about a fourth of a kilogram 
are requested to be taken by members 
and sent to the secretary for examina 
tion.

Mass. Agricultural College, Amherst, 
V.S.A.

‘BEE-KEEPERS' REVIEW”

Scientists on “Improvement"

Some time ago, if we remember aright, 
Dr. Bonney denounced any effort to ‘ini- 
prove” the present races of bees as le- 
ing futile, if not downright wicked. We 
are somewhat surprised, but at the same 
time very pleased, to know that the 
Doctor still preserves an open mind re 
garding this matter. The place of honor 
in the January issue of the Review is 
occupied by some correspondence that 
has taken place on the subject lietween 
Dr. Bonney and several “students of 
biology, experimental evolution, heredity 
and bees."

In an article contained in a previous 
issue of the Review, Dr. Phillips had ex­
pressed the view that it was possible to 
change the bee by breeding, and in sub­
mitting this article to the several men 
of science, Dr. Bonney writes as fol­
lows :
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