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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND
CHURCH UNION.

e subyectof Church Union which came up for consider-

ation &1 the reeont meeting. of the General Assemb'y of the
Piestyterian Church in Canada is one not anly of special
mterest to the Assemibly and to the Church which it repre-
but also of much geoneral interest to- the other
Chostian denoninations

Fhe subject came before the Assembly in ¢ wection with
on  correspondence  with
other chusches, De. R. H. Warden. Dr.
Warden gave some account of the history of the movement
toward vniwon hetween the Methodist, (‘nngwg;uim_ml and
and Presoytenan bodies in Canada up to the present,show-

wig that &t a meeting of cominittees previous'y appointed

the teport of the committee

presented by

g the subject by the three debominations, held inToronto

on the 215t of Murch last, the privciple of arganic union
had been unanimously and cordially endorsed as both Je
wpable and practivable and the whole sobject had been

oamuended 10 the svinpathetic and favorable consideration
of the chie! assemblies of the ¢hurclies concerned for such

further action as they might deem wise and expedient

o concladimg D Warden moved that the Assembly ap-

pve the resolution adopted by the General Conference- of
thie Methodist chinech of Canadi on the  question, and also
oo 1 eesolution which, after thanking the General Con-
feieney for 1ts countesy and expressing the sympathy of the

Asseaiibly with  the Conference in its desire to promote

organe wmon wmong the evangelical chugehes, continued
an todiows

gratitied by the fact thay  the question
Methodist of Carada, the
Canuda  sod the  Presby-
recenving consideration

fhe Anerably )
of wson betwesn the
Cosgregational  cliveed n
wiias  chueh o Canaida s
by many 1% the memberstop of these churches and espeeial
Iy that the Ueneral Conference of the Methodist chureh
shauld tave adopted o deliverance  breathing  the teuly
Chenting spitit of the resolution which hias been transmit
tod to the Assembly
“Phe Geaecal Assembly in response, appounts a committee
e wimon with wstractions to confer with the similiar com
ot s of the Methodist Congregational and other ¢hurches
10 gepent 10 the next Genernl Assemnbly
i Amsembly prays that the spint of truth, wisdom and
luwe sy rest upon the commuttees of these churches in all
comdeiences which they may hold upon the very important
subgect which they are arpointed to consider
The discussion which followed indicated that while there
w oo i the Asembly some very enthusiastic advocates of

church

v and a very gemeral sentiment in favor of the principle
of yeii, there were a few at least who questioned the wis-
domsy ol enddeavoriog 10 unite the Presbyterian and Methndist
Chiarcbs of Canada, and s still larger number. who quest-
wned the practicability of such a unton. - Those who think
chueily of the wnportance of unity in  Christian fellowship
st those who think of the economies’ in - men agd money
s be efiected by the denominational forces
ave outbivisuastic G But there are those before
the difliulty of reconciling the doctrines of the
¢ Confession with the Arminianism of John Wes-
wtge proportions  There are some who doubt
wik of Methodists  and  Presbyterians would

o type of Chirnistioonccharacter as that which
Poasbey tesimman produces, and there are some whore minds
wgiom The difiadties that must be encountere ! in ad-

uniting
union

whese eyes
Westapiniat
Wy e
wihrther e

Framiee s gl

dwe
asdaing et bs o relerence to edudational institutions,mission
ws w hemes of the Choreli, Front the whole

el gadd the v
s of the ducosion it may be concluded that, while
there was o the Aseambly o pretty general disposition to

faven Uiwe pis
& measore of biop fulnes
leadang spirits @ ver
whnch mued be encountered in the endeavor to carry the
praposal for orgemic wion into effect, and it was felt that
io B mitter o0 was secessias for the Assembly to go
showly wad feel us way with geeatcaution and deliberation.

The wotion prioted abos Dr. Warden and
seconded by De. Patrick of Winnipeg, wis finally adopted
by a8 angnimous vote, but with an amendment (moved by
e Mol aren of Koox College: which, thouglt brief is of
much significance, since 11 the of the
vonustter appointed Uy the Assembly as being to confer

wiphe of union and to regard the proposal with
there wis abso on the part of many
wiious appreciation of the difficulties

¢, wmoved by

defines duty

with committees from the other bodies with the purpose
of considering “the propriety and practicability of such
Accordingly, the General Assembly bas en-
dorsed  the proposal for organic with  the
Methodist and Congregationalist bodies on principle, and
has intimated its willingness to regard with favor similar
proposals from other churches; the Assembly has also
appointed a committee to confer with the other ecclesiasti
cal bodies indicated on the subject of union, but it has not
either assumed or asserted the propriety or the practicability
of union under existing conditions. This is a matter upon
which the Assembly resery*s jndgment and upon which 1t
1s to be informed by its committee after discussion with
the commitees from other bodies

No doubt there were many members of the Presbyterian
Church as well as of the other bodies interested, who wished
and expected that the General Assembly would make a
more confident provouncement in favor of
It is probable however that in the position it has taken the
Assembly pretty correctly represents the general sentiment
The wiser heads of the church, how
ever much they may desire to see the proposed union con
summated, understand very well that there are serious diffi
culties in the way and that] this is a case in] which haste
must be made slowly. To, attempt to force matters would
be tacourt disaster. We hore that the union proposed may
come to pass, and a still larger union by and by, but we
are of the opinion that Presbyterianism and Methodism in
Cunada are not quite yet at the point of coiilesence. Sev-
eral General Assembly will have time to meet—perhaps
several General Uonferences—before they twain shall be
one.

union.
union

upion

of the denomination.
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Editorial Notes.

= The Journal  and Messenger of Cincinnati says @ “The
I\'q‘;gm Baptists of the South have establisted a Printing
and Publishing House at Nashville, Tenn., and it has pros-
pered for several vears until itis now said that it did a
business of $90,000 last year. In the last quarter it book-
$16,000 orders. It employs about one hun-
dred workmen. Every merning from ¢.30 to 10 o'clock
the manager stops atl m- chinery and svmmons every hand
10 go to the chapel for a half hour's exercises. They have
a hapel in their printing plant.” .

ed over

A remarkable case of casting bread upon the waters
and finding it alt-r many days, is that of a poor woman of
Dunfermline, Scotland, who, when the parents of Andrew
Carnegi= were about to emigrate to the United States, lent
the mother of ths present multi-millionaire the sum of
eleven shillings to help defray the expenses of the undertak-
ing. The Dyan, if it was censidered such, was never repaid
in the lifetime of the woman who supplied the eleven shil-
lings  Put Mr. Carnegie is said to have sougnt out the
two daughters of his mother's friend, whom he found living
and has settled
their (‘Olllr"f( ’Ul’

i compatatively humble circumstances,

upon them annuities which will insure
life

~The pame of Dr. Wilkie appeared quite promineatly
in connection with the reporte of the proceedings of the
Dr. Wilkie had spent
some tine in China as a missionary in connection with the
Presbyterian  Church in Canada, but owing to friction
between himsell and his brother missionaries, had returnéd
to this country,  The Committee, after careful
tion nto the facts of the case, reported to the Assembly
that in their judgment it woul | not be best that Dr. Wilkie
should return to China. There were gme who quite
vigorously dissented trom this view, but the Assembly en-
dorsed the recommendation of the Committee Happily
there was nothing involving any reflection upor the moral
character of Dr. Wilkie. The trouble consisted in his be-
g unable to work in harmony with the other missionaries.
It is said that his {riends will likely send him out to resume
mission work in the East. But if so the undertaking will
be quite independeut of the regular F. M, work of the
Church,

—The Presbyterian Church in Canada has expended in
Foreign Mission work during the past yzar nearly $193,000.
¥. M. Committee of the Church reported to the General
Assembly that in all the mission fields, peace, progress and
prosperity had prevailed throughout - the year.  The
work in. North Formosa is enlarging, the formation of
a new presbytery is recommended, and the work in China
was never more encouraging. The Missions bave recovered
from the shock of the boxer uprising and. all the present
indications are favorable. Reports of the growth of the
spirit of union and co operation come from the foreign
field. The union of all the Presbyterian bodies in Japan
iito the “Church of Christ in Japan'' has proved eminently
satisfuctory. Al of the twelve different Presbyterian
Churches working in India have merged their interests in-
to the “Presbyterian Church of Christ in India”  Move-
ments of a like character are on foot at Amoy, Coten and

Presbyterian  General Assembly

examina-

Formosa.

“~The daily papers have reported the death of Rev. 8§ D,
Ervine at Hemet, California, on the 28th of May. This an-
nouncement, through perhaps not altogether unexpected,will
be received with sincere regret by many readers of the Mgs-
an,\\,{fg Axp Visrrok. Mr. Ervine was a native of New

June 15 1904,

Brunswick. We believe that Andover was his birth place.
He was ordained in 1888, and while his health permitted
preached the gospel with much acceptance and success. His
health which for several years previously had been delicate
became 5o seriously impaired that he had to velirquish the
work of the pastorate,and a few years ago he went to reside
in Southern California
soon enough

[he change perhaps was not made
At any rate there was no permanent imp ove
wtalligence comes that the

menit in health, and now the

Lord's servant has been called home  Brother Frvine wa B
a man of admirable qualities and of truly Christian spicit

His

wits instrumental i

ministry was & blessing to the iwehes he served, he

feading many into the truth aod he

was held in aflectionaie esteem by his brethien in the minis

try While we regret that so useful & life: should be
cut short in ity prime we o repoiee o the thought
of its grace and fruitfulness  To (he bereaved family and
friends we extend Christian sy mipathy A suitabile skebs
of our deceased brothes life and work will appear b
another issue
.
. .
The Assumption of Inerrancy.
INTRODUCTORY
Let it be kept in mind that it was Dre. Saunders who be

gan this controversy in the Messenokr anp Visiron. 1

was perfectly willing without any controversy whatever to
let my two articles be compared with the Deoctor's ten
At
tention is bring called to the method of Bible study=for

Despite the way he began it. | believe good will result

which 1 stand ‘and to Dr. Saunders’ method of oppasition
Publigity, I believe, will increase the use of the former and
will lessen- the effect of the de-
voutly to be wished."”

latter——a consummation

DR. SAUNDERS' METHOD AGAIN.

Though he still continues to use it the Dr. does not want
Method."”
“A fragment of

me to ' bother with the Saundersian I am not
surprised. A Baptist leader writes:
truth taken out of its place may be virtually a falsehood.”

[ felt I owed it to myself and to the method of Bible study
that I rep-esent, to go to the bother of trying to put som®
of the Dr.’s fragments of truth each in its place. It is not
for me to say that the falseness of the impressions left by
these fragments was intentional. On the contrary 1 re-
member that the Dr. has a reputation as an ardent politi-
cian ; and I can understand how a man, good at heart but
with a strong partisan spirit, in advocating what he be-
lieves to be for the glory of God, may unconsciously omit
and even fail to see what is in his opponent’s favor. 1have
neither space nor time to again consider in detiil Dr.
Suunders’ method.

THAT CONVENTION SERMON.

It was first given to my own church. When it was over.»
the deacons were asked to remain. They were told that |
wils thinking of preaching itas the Convention sermon and
were asked their opinion.. They told me to preach it. I
did. - What an eflect ! —according to Dr
sorry if he were in such distress | recall, however, the re-
cen utterance of a Rishop, who, in speaking against the
assumption of the Bible's inerrancy, said: *Some people
need wounding before they will waken and take a proper
view of the Bible

Let me tel! you an open secret
sermon will remember, it was practically the same as the
“Summary " and “ Why We Should Study the Bible," if
theése be taken together and in the order named
more of you would like to have them, drop me a postal

Saunders. |am

As those whe) heard the

If any

card and I will send you that * hour of agony " free

Last year | read in the * Expository Times: " * There is
no joy in the Christian Men not
preach what they believe ; there is no joy in that: or they
take care not to believe what they dare not presch ; and
there is no joy in that.” [ have been, and am, and pur-
pose, having 8 joyous Christian ministry

THAT BIBLE CLASS

We decided in the class not to adopt the lecture method
I plainly stated that
my method was not to tell but to teach by helping the class
to think out the questions for itself
the peerless Dr. Sawyer. Dr. Saunders
that was asked near the end
himself who asked it
it and according to my method
feet face to face with the question

ministry now dare

of the large institutions of learning.

In this my model was
EIVES & question

It was the Dr
It wag the Dr. himself who answered
I'he Dy

Ir was put in the form

of the hour

was upon his
“Who is to decide and how is the decision to be reached '
He acted as one trying to evade it.  He read some quota
tions from others. The eyes of the large class were wpon

bim. He was held to the At Tast he answered it
It was what | My

teaching was carried on  through the very one who tried to

question

wanted, It was a  treat method of

break through it. It was then that the class asked the Dy
(i he thus agreed with the pagtor) why he insinuated against
1t was then that the

“hitting"

him in the Messgncer anp Visironr
Dr, said that that
“necessarily” so

A number of the members of the class tonk down _at my

no ove could say this was

dictation in the class (and some still bave) much more than
the definition that Dr Saunders sent around to niy brother
ministers. [ had to find fault not
enly with the Dr's. course in getting those quotaticns ficm

and have much reason




