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8 one another. “Then the churches
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and hing a 4 up. Men are bound wget.her by all

We know that aiveady dre heard in

many cireclions the zssertion that the
ohuren already an wwm.( force,
that other forces its place,
that it o longer fac ty,.]vre\lx Q;l.-m
of human life, nolonger holds the faith
and mrvic s of people.

would bave you notice that this

emestion as to the church by no means
touches the question of the permanence
o( Christianity of the kingdom of
st in its most resl meaning, just as
u;h word of doom Chbrist pronounced
wpon the temple and the theocracy did
cerry with it any doom upon the
tof the Jewish religion, for that

hdg fn it the elements of the Eternal.

t was the organized reMigious life,
the imstitutions, the activities to whlch
Christ's words of doom 3
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1'« wtion that God had unot revealed
imaelf to the Jewish people, but, that
wir organized relighous Hie had me ved

away from God snd that He was now

ardfest Himsclf in ways by which
men would recognize Him and kunow
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contented claak, distrus’ and even hate
the church, and identifying the church
#% an institution with religion and

(hristiduity, are saying, &8 8o many
sec ple said in the time of Christ —" For
« religion has no meaning.

Is it possible that a-retigion which
haa as it structural idea the establish

nt of a commmaity of life, & real
vrothernood of humanity, which began
by preaching the gespel to the poar; iR
it poesible that it has been huxblu) to
its idea ‘and still peninits the lmm
and’ inerense of the world’s nn st fear
ful unrest and confusion in saciet)
How shall we acocunt for this condi
tion of things? Is it not possible that
the church of today, a8 of old, has been
so busy in building itself up ss an in-
stitution, in enlarging its organizad ac-
tivities, that it has forgotien that its
chief task is to be “an enérgy in the
world, before it is to be an institation,
(\:M, it is to he salt, sevoring and sav-

ing society and not a réeplendent and
enlarging crystal of sit for men to
admire.”

Now comes the practical side of the
subject. If the enurch would prove
true to her mission; ifsheistobes
moral and spiritual leaven workingnot
apart from buman society butin it and
for it, in what Jines should hes activ-
iy be directed

She must save souls by giving

them |\u goapel of Jesus Corist. The

wirch whickis not continually sivin
sduls is not doivg its Christ’s appointes
work.  We ofien éxcuse curselves [ir

no harvest, sayivg that it is seed
time, but the reaper should over-
take the mower. The harvest of souls

should be perpetual,
and the Acts, and note’ that this was
the chiet work of the church to save
sonls.  To this end they rested not day
nor night in cmrryiug everywhere the
the Lord, snd urging men to
imuediate repentance . and - faith,
That is the example.  We gather ina
few moyls each year, compare ourselves
with others atd congratulste onrselves-
hat we hinve dane & great worky when
bundreds of the uusaved have ccnie
inflaence. Do you recall
the convemion of Tudson * How, stop-
hotel, and in the next réom

in infide} college companion died, aad

Kead the goapels
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when  Judscn realized” who 4t waa,
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el punlsg 1 put thix thought anew
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g aa there in one within the
ita influence that is unsaved.
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o salvation unto every on
Heveth God's:powet for ssl
vation does pot rest in sny of onr
machkinery but in His gospel, and the

Pavl says

scris of ties, but there are none so
trong as those ‘which hold them to-
gether who are. members of the
same household of faith. They
are onc in Christ Jesus. = The tie
is of a common nature; new
life in Christ Jeauis by the spirit of God ;
commen f{atherhood, Go common
brotherhood, Jesus Christ, the elder
brother, makifg us brothers all. That
was the distinguishing mark of the
early Christians, which the heathen
themselves noted as the distinctive
badge of Christianity.

‘“Behold, how they love one another.”
“Do good unto nllmenu ye have op-

ness and
sacrifize for & brother's good. love
abourds and manifeats iteelf in love |
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pors What dota it
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1 these works |
istering to one another’s
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daily needs.
4. And further, the church’s actiyity |
must pob be limited within her own
circle, vor confined to purely spiritual

work.. She must oaree ont into the
world the kingdom of God. That king
dom is broader than the fonr walls of
any church, it touches all men and all |
things, takes the common and the |
secular things up and makes them no
common shd sacr.d by holy use. We
have no fear that the church sball be- |
come secalarizad by the use of secnlar |
things, if she keeps the motive and end
of berlife trne—the motive; to please

lives int> Him,

1t is the aim of Christianity not to
annibilate buman nature, but to re-
deem and sanc -l') it. The Church can

' With her
out

bumsnpities she
her wide- erhluL

to me.
must streich

permeated with the life of the God
man.” The Church must carry that
God-1man’s life out into the wcrld, and
entering into sceiety, states, mumln in
every pcssibe relstion implant the
kingdom of God. We have no sym-
pathy with those who tell us we mus
have education, charities, recreation,
amusements wholly to other organiza-
tions. - TheChurch has been doing this
and alienating men from the kingdom
of God. The Church musthave these
things growing about her own doors, to
aliow 1nen that ber life is real, that her
work is & continuance of her Master’s
wnxk, whose entire life was spent ingo-
ing about and doing goud, earthly bread
in-one hand and heavenly in the other.
The rick, the blind, the orphans, cut:
casts, the ignerant, the hungry, whose
life did He not touch?

Theré are a multitnde of churches |
who think 4f the feast is spread within
their doors that they are excused if but
& fow came and eat.’ oThey forget the
highway and hedge wcrk which our
Lord portrayed in the parable that his
h-vvmo might be full. To meet theneeds
of the people and bring them to God
the Church must be full of invention.
To get the people we must go where the
people are.

It all the churches would seek this
year to direct their activities along the
linen 80 brietly indicated in this letter,
many of them now mourning over the
barrenncss of religious life would blos-
som Into very gardens of the Lord,

Lookiog forward today to another as
sociational year, with all its responsi-
bilities and opportunities, let this be
onr prayer: “Lord what will thou have
mo to do?’ and finding His will, let us

enroll ourselves anew for Christian
service
- e
Circular Letter of the N. B. Western
Association.

1y Hev, . D. Davidson,

kor OUR GREATEST NEF
Mr. Mo t Brotiers and Sislers

I esteen: the honor conferred upon

me by your committee, inselecting e
1o address you throngh the medivm of
a cireular letter. But as s very busy
and hard worked pastor, I would have
felt still more grateful if
elected me to romain silent, espe ciall
a8 !ll\h is my first appearance in this
body,

My work would not prevent mse to
spend the time ncoessary to develop
the theme I have chosen, and therefore
my tboughts are largely in the rough.

Neither individuals nor institutions
have ever been able to live aud act in-
dependent of their environment. We
may think ourselves free and boast of
our independence and liberty of con-
science, and still not realize that the
very sir we breathe may be charged
with miasma. The stag snifls the air
of liberty in the freedom of his wilder-
nees home, little knowing that even
there the sportsman with unerring
aim is leveling his rifle, and from his
lea there is coming the missle-of death.
Soit is bard for us to realize that every
breath may be changed with the poison
of death. We are not what we are, on
account of our independence, so much,
as at first sight we might presume.
The cast of our minds; the health of

souls, like that of the body, depends
hrgely the kind of feod we eat,
care that is expended

it. 8o all the conditions and en-
onments’ of h(afo to make up life
The

ortunity, es| to those who h its truest and
are of the househ of l &, In and t men who have passed
Lhuiuﬁ the a}thm Church w bo ore us were largely th

of others

dlmom.udhnmnninm
and common life; wherein all selfish-

under similar oircumstances would
have risen to as great heights, and

t |

We are ¢ build one another up | rathier than the
We are never to | affaiea

| B

| Danger comes not from without, but

Christ, and the end, to build up men's

say : ‘‘Nothing that is buman is foreign |

arms and encircle the whole world. 0 (
moral order is complete without beiog |

|

|
{
|

<ltsecking 1s lost fn self: | would bave perfcrmed’like great deeds. |

The peonlise position snd wonderful
ndition of things msde the men |
men” the “state of

{ Christian

laying at the feet of the Son

en men and women lived onl
adva i «
WAt they 1
»,»mg to die for Hia
sder that they pla
' in eve

valley and upon every. |
|

hill, and that the mighty powerdl God
mu made to shake the world as gever

yre nor since, and that the |
bowed as the feet of Jesus,

How very diflerent it scen
The surroundings have ) c

tromy withio.

Israel was safe when it was “war tothe
knife” with the Poilsitines but lsrael |
was in great danger when she accepted
the proferred friendship of the Philis
tines and settled a treaty of peace

Dwelling #s we doin perfectsecurity,
the greatest part of our strepgth ex
pe ml.d upon the afl'sirs of this “life, it
does not seem strange at all Lh»\' reli-
gion and the things that pertain to the
kiogdom of heaven are at lwu a
secondary consideration. And it does |
not réquire any proof, it seems to me, |
Lo vince every man that such regily |
is the condition of things today. |

The lines that were at our time

clear and visible are becoming uux‘
u'\nullfl(', between the church and the
world, and now the great ohject of Hu\'
chureh seems to be to make it ay easy
as pcasible for the world to come wit
in the pale. The ordinances are, in
some cases, set aside and all the difli-
culties removed, and church member- |

|

about all the man has to do is to
his meannees and j iin the church.”

Brethren, we have come to the“forks
of the road,"” and let us stop and “a
for the old paths,” “where is the good
way,” that we may walk safely.

We are living in an age of wonderful
progression and strong developments,
and in this connection it would not be
marvelous if we should catch its spirit,
be moulded by onr environments, and
huu ue dissatisfied with the old insti-

tutions of Christ and invent scmething
new and better. Spiritual geniuses
have not been wanting, and with
“higher criticism avd new institutions
the cld gospel of power through faith
has been pushed to the wall by the new
gospel of power tHrough organization.
“Electric light has put out the stars’'’
some one has said. But the stars do
shive all the same, and will shine not-
withstanding the electric light, and we
are inclined, to think God’s light best.

Many institutions sre grand in all
their appointments, and throngh their
influence good is certainly being done.
ptillGod hasan institutionthat hasbeen
promised power, and which the ' ‘gates of
nell shall not prevail agains o with
God on our side it is not organization
we want so much as the spirit
power of God, “according to your faith
be it unto you,” not works, not ‘inver-
tions,

“The gospel of Christ'” is as much
“the power of tiod" today
previous period in the wo
and our greatest need is

‘quit

evidently
| greater faith in the simple declaration

of Divine truth, for “faith cometli by
bearing, and by the word of God' In
the beginning “the Lord added to the
church daily the saved Sometimes
we read that such and sush an evangel

ist added 8o many, and from the lapaes

we believe that the report was correct
in every partioular
Forty-two thousand exciuded from

the Baptisl ohurches
during the year of 1502

fthe U. B, A
What » ter

rible record, one in every seventy-twe
turned out. We cannot but stop and
ask, “what was the cause of this

“How came so many to be turned out!"”
Wn cannot answer these questions, but

know of a certainty that nr){l\ml,hlluu
did vot keep them, whatever it may
Lhave done in placiog the in the
churshes. The apostle said that, “we
are kept by the power of God.” and
human experience has demonsirated
the fact that without the Divine power
no man can stand for long.

The Church of Christ certainly has
plenty of power if she would use .the
power that has been bestowed upon her.
Jesus maid, “All power isgiven untome
in hmvon and in earth, go yve there-
fore.” So with “‘all power” at our back
nothing is too haxd for us to do, and
our faith should not fail us.

In looking over the Year Book we
find that there has been progress'in this
nssociation. During the pastten years
the membership has more then doubled.
In 1883 there wera 2423 members re-
ported, and in 1803, 5028, Beautiful
church edifices, eloquent preachers,
fine choirs, elaborate ritual and
closely defined creeds, will avail
nothing unless we poue- simple
trusting faith in ‘“Wikhout
Me ye can donothing,” .mf theobveu
is certal lnly true, “I can

u}h Jesus Christ whommmm
me,” for God delights to comfound the
of earth with earth’s

wesk Qur hope and strength

| in Canada.

and4

can never be in the arm of flesh, - nf
human devices, butin the power o' the |
oternal God, B

By faith the
were subdued, the

apostle aays nn'.‘dmml‘

dead brought back

S0 in every age the ehoarch'n aetivity | to life, loos wer nuled, fire quench- |
hias bnen goversed by the vonditi f| ed, swords tnroed waido, armies put
her sursonndings. Bometinies she has | flight ~nothiog impossible to the max

s into | been aimtst swallowed by the currents | of fait ‘
st hmve swept against her; again she The giapel of Cod, the |
hias devel \r\-«mh strength and wer | workd nly 1 i by i |
hat her progeoss and dsviclopmens hav nlone can th wlli he reclain
been the world ‘s wonger At all times | r weor of sl i Likr |
the ave Nee A KA and glorious s et us ros t Wer
fon hee feotit to nemert ber inde {!rw wer bick
and maintain ber peculiar | advanc t ™ |
o be “it world and ern inventione snd crga
r is a.unique position, axd |in B opowes |
i real cours and aome- | Chirdat afth 1
at sacrifice 1o atand tirm snd | Christ ; falth in on
shiines in s ination to the ¢

When we k back ly disys [ o Christ under the guidseey of the
of Christianity-snd s A oh they | H plr iotory lssur |
in the firtt three or niuries wer - |
wil ing to s the o suse 1% Wi e G o Kaiser wanfs a
Christ, we are led to wondor | ew anit of then s & hrother
{ they possessed somethiog that we sovereigs t6 make him a lon#l of
pot, or wase it really t ¢ surroundi ther feziniest and send him the

the atn k b 1ed form. The last new suit has arri
gave them o Berlin during this last week from

I'nen danger was from with Zm\«\.

I the hosts of God were bande ;
cloapat unity to resist their power. Magy can testify o the great healing
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The W. H. JORNSON €O, L.

Have removed to their new
and elegant premises, 157
GRANVILLE St., (Corner
Buckingham) and are show-
ing one of the largest and
finest stocks of

Pianos & Organs

As some of the
large Manufacturérs are
Stockholders in this Com-
pany, it will be to your
interest to buy from this
| House and thus save mid-

ship held up a8 & means of grace, and | dle-mens’ profit

The W.H. JORNSON GO, L.

HALIFAX, N. 8.
July 4, "W dm
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Admitted for Exhibition
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ESTABLISHED
1847.

GEO. W. DAY,

PUBLISHER,

BOOK and JOB

PRINTER

Rorth Side King Square,
8T. JOHN, N. B.

All Kinds of 1 1 1

Printing Done 1 1

AT REABONABLE RATES.

Orders Soliclted.
Satisfaction Guarantcod.
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Lesson XI. Sept. 9
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if ** fear of the Jews,
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suppose that his mo
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II. Tue TEACHER
¢ Rabbi,”" Master, t
honor applied to lea

knowledged teichers
a teacher come fron
they were assured o
was the Messiah
prophet they did no
man can do thes
thou doest, except G
See chapter 2:11,:
God's signature end
he had sent.

THE TRUE TEACHER
God, taught of Gud,
truth (vs. 11-13). |
trath. (4) Heocam
authority. deeds the
was with him, and
good-will, kindness
sition to all evil.

1L, TeE TrutH 1
EsseNTiAL NEED 02
LIFE FROM ABOVE
answered.” The fit
q.nring position,

Laying ).,rcnt emp
that follows. Eu‘
be born again,” or
“ The Greek word 1
frequently means *
gin). Bat that me
able to the conne
make Nicodemus’ ¢
mere silliness. T}
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