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GOMPERS WAITES

~ ANOTHER INTERESTING LETTER

Visits His

Birthplace—Has a Discussion With Socialists—

Teaches Young Man Good Manners—His Impressions

fine Blackpool—~At Liverpool

(Oopyright. 1905. “for Samuel Gompers
- by P. S. Ridsdale.)
LONDON, July 6.—In mentally re-

wiewing my travels of the ten daysi

just passed, 1 h#we the ‘semsation of !
one who has been looking at moving
pictures. After a Sunday and part of |
Mon@ay in Liverpool, I trossed 'the |
Irish Channel, and reached Dublin in |
the afternoon, recrossed to Holy Head
@nd visited Chester - on . Wednesday, |
spent: Thursday and Friday at Black
pool, and Saturday in Manchester, go-
ing on to London in the evening of
that day. I have met old friends and |
thadé new ones, heard many .speeches |
&nd made a few myself, caught sug-
gestive glimpses -of the difference be- ,
tween the English and American la- !
bor organizations and ‘methods, and
bave had before me every hour the

evidence of a sSqpial situatiom, atmos- i

bhere, and .conflict that is an’ ocean
a.pa.rl from what one seeg in America.
But ‘fi* what I have to write today I
shall not attempt to go profoundly in- {
to séeial questions; my remarks  will
sather take the form of moving pic- |
turess

Let me set it down.as a solemn fact '
that what is regarded as a well-worn
bit of humor when relatéd in connec-

tion . with an enterprising American

journal has become literally true. I
met in Liverpool a British “pressman.’
(reporter). As I descended the gang-
plank from the Baltic, and before I
coild even reach the baggage ' room
for the inspection  of the Custom
House officials, a very smooth and
shy young Englishman had me by the
elbow, saying, “Mr. Gompers. I have
Peen difected by my editer to ask you
regarding your impressions of Eng-
land—tq know whether the people of
the States or of England have made
the greater progress.” He stuck to me
as long as his idea of gocd breeding
permitted, propounding equally origin-
al inquiries all the time, and, although
politg, he seemed rather unsatisfied
when I asked for time to learn some-
thing 'of 4he subject upon which he
wag seeking information.

1 shall not pretend that I performed
any deep social investigation in Liver-
pool. One might probably take up '
months in delving into the records and :
yesulse of the various movem=ants in-
tended to put flesh upon the bones of
Liverpool's poor, whole ¢lothes on
their "bodies. sound brains in their
craninms, and hope in their hearts. I
was told that drunkenness nas de-
elined'—that with improved urgapiza-
tion among the workers: along the |
water-front, wages and condiiions are
not 80 bad as they were some Vears
ago; that the general scheme of muni-
cipal improvement, though costly, has
had some good results to the aworking-
class in houses, education,and hygiene.
It was clear that the streets were well
raved and clean; it could be heard on
all sides and read in the local press
that the denrived classes were voicing
their cry against injustice and in favor |
of the various projects for ithe social
uplift.!

o

Minor incidents at times rossess |
much suggestion. I was taken with & |
party by‘ the reception committes to a
very modest roadside house about
eizht miles from the city, where tea
was served. When ready, a voung man
in a bicycle suit opened the door of the
sitting room and called to us, “Com-
rades, tea is ready,” receiving applause |
for h's democratic ioke at thus dub-
bing several members of parliament
who were with us. The “tea,” which ;
was made up of bread baked in the
solid English style, excellent butter, !
biscuits, sandwiches, and marmalades,
was in all respects as good 4s any

only 18 cents per person. “This 1s our |
Soctalistic co-operation,¥ said one of !
our hosts; and he went on 10 relate |
that his comrades and tellow-propa-
gandists from 1iverpool, Chester, and
otlier towns as far away as Manches- !
ter are weont to gather at ihis club
house, which they jointly operate, and |
te!l one another precious thinzs 1€lat- 4§
i1z to their cause. He pointed to the :
yoctrzits of Socialist leaders on the i
wail. and snotices of mectings and |
other events on the bulletin board.
Continuing, he said, ‘“We have a pre-
sove of the future. No capitalisiic ex—
3.siters are growing rich on cur pat-—
ronage. A man or a woman can come
here for & week-end — that is, from |
Saturday evening—and stay until Sun-
dav evening, getting a bed and four
n‘.,' for less than a dollar.”” The
earnest members of his club believe
they are thus promoting socialism, lit-
tle realizing that the club scheme is
entirely voluntary, while a Socialist
state would be abgolutely compulsory, |
As we came away I looked at the red
flaz floating from a high po'lo in tpe
grounds, and’ said, “Your cooperative |
clubk-house is a good example of the
Sociadsm I will join with you in vro-
moting.”

But another
I had a part occurred in Dublin, andé
clicited a different phase of Soclalist
methods. A reception was given to me
in the Trades Council Hall, in’ Capel
street by the parliamentary commit-
tee of the Irish Trades Union Con-
gress, and the l-ading members of the
Dublin: Trades Council. The spirit of
cordiality vas all that could be de-
gired; bu* the speeches, apart from
the personal aspect, were or: the whole
sounded in a minor or pessimistic note.”
One speaker mentioned the deplorable
decimation of the Irish population;
another referrea to the eccepted fact
that Irishmen_ when gathering to-
gether ‘‘do not alwavs see eye to eye
with each other;” and a third deplored
the slow progress of the labor move-
ment in Ireland as compared with
other countries. Much of the distress
obtaining in Ireland, I am told, i3
caused by farmers and landowners de-
parting from agriculture to cattle-
raising, numbers of  ‘workmen ‘being

minor incident in which |

! of association unions—viz.: the British
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rendered superfluous by the transition.
Fully 40,000 of Ireland’s people leave
her shores annually; and the census,
as ‘well as the apparent workless
worker, tell the same tale. Havlng;
been toasted miost cordially—a compli- ;
ment in which nearly all the company
participated by making brief speeches
—I was called upon to respond. After
my address a general discussion en-
sued, when a young man, the young-
est in the company, with impassioned
gestures and fieryy words “rebuked”
all his hearers. He. declared that he
was a Socialist, and added, “Only So-
cialists understand the root evil of the
labor problem, or possess an effective
remedy.” The occasion caused me to
be less agreeable in my reply to him
in the presence of an audience that I
had been with our road-house So-
cialist friend in Liverpool. I under=-
took to seriously strive to teach him
something of sound thought and good
manners, much to the delight of nine-
tenths of the assembled guests.

At Blackpool I attended the tenth
annual congress of the General Fed-
eration of Trade Unions. The duties
performed by the American Federa~
tion of Labor, as representative of our
affiliated trade unions, require in Great
Britain three national bodies, made up

Trade Union Congresss, with Jts per-
manent parliamentary committee, the
parliamentory Labor party, and the

The history of these bodies, the per-
sonality of their leaders, ard the de-

thelr respective stated performances,
might make plain their separate exist-
ence and administration; but I am not
prepared to enter upon the subject too
deeply here. The main object of the
federation is to give systematic finan-
cial backing to its constituent unions
during trade disputes. An annual per
capita tax is paid.into the treasury-of
eachh union affiliated; and in case of
unemployment due to a controversy
with employers, a weekly benefit in
addition to that if the particular union
involved is paid. The Federation was
formed in 1898, with 43 societies Or
unions having 243,000 members, and it
has now 181 societies, with a mem-
bership of 693,998 The treasury was

The re-
serve fund at the beginning of 1908

cotton trade last year brought unem-
ploymen to 45,000 members; and this

some-
thing over $600,000. In all, from March
dealt with 638 deputiespuup up upuu
dealt with 638 disputes, involving 54,962
persons. The treasury now contains
$370,000.

Among the men prominent In the
federation and well known in the Unit-

man), Allan Gee, Thomas H. Wilkins,

Mallalieu, 7. F. Richards, Ben Tillet,
John Ward, William Mulin, Ben Coo-
per, James Wignall, James Sexton,
“Wwill’ Thorne, Arthur Henderson,
“Baillie” Jack, William Mosses, ‘W.
Arrandale, Tom Ashton, David J.
ehackleton, and W. A. Appleton. Eight
of these men are members of parlia-
ment.

The ‘“agenda” or programme of the
meeting comprised little more than
maiters of routine importance. Ex-
cept for the democratic idea of having
every affiliated union satisfying its
members by being represented, an au-
ditor and executive committee might
perhaps have attended to all the cs-
sential business that was done. Some
significance, however, lay in the
speeches. The chairman spoke of there
having been not one suspension of
work (strike) in the previous year that

All the disputes originated in offen-
sive tactics and orders by employers

. should not the workers,
" the organiged workers in .trade, umions,
| ask for more, especially when wages

s The other question,

. stated in these words by

hours a day.
these youngsters, who themselves often

quadrille here.
favorite

and Manchester

for reductions: in wages or through
similar aggressions on labor. ‘This
statement brought up in my mind 2
line of inquiry which I intend pursu-
ing fully before reaching some of tho
conclusions which it suggests. Why,
particularly

are so low as they are in Great Bri-
tain? Surely, the workers will not be-
come larger sharers in the product cof

' their toil unless'they make scme ef-
{ fort towards its attainment.

Neither of the two questions before

i the congress which caused ‘any con-
siderable discussion had awy bearing !

on union topics as we understand them
in the United States. One of them, re-
lating to the acceptance in
unions of soldiers trained to trad s
while in the service, scught to induce
the Federation to memoralize\ the War
Office, the prime minister, and,’ the
president of the Board of Trade. This
proposition, however, was negatived.
which was cf a
much more important chatracter, will
come up for serious cdohsideration at

the Trades Union Congress at Ipswich .

in September. Tt relates to naticnal
insurance against unemploxment, the
administration -of which wiil necsssi-
tate considerable expenditure, and will
create, as some have facetiously siat-
ed, many new officeholders. The out~
come of the debates ‘at the meeting is
the Man-
chester Guardian:

It mav be taken that the Labor
members c¢f Parliament will continue
to look with sympathy on the Govern-
ment’s intentione while at the same
time ‘reserving to themselves the right
of criticism in detail,

And the same newspaper adds:
“More especially would it be urged
that the trade unions should supdly a
definite proporticrm of the representa~
tives to be appointed.”” The Opoonents
of the scheme in the Federation ad-
~vanced the argument that certain of
its supporters were attracted to it be-
cause of the possible benefit to them-
selves as such appointees. It was also
pointed out that union membérs
would under the bill that has been
prepared suffer under the disadvan-
tage of paying weekly dues both to
the union for out-of-work benefit paid
by the union and to the administra-
tors of -the Government’'s insurance
against unemployment. In such case,
the union dues might cease to the in-
jury of the unions. Further; the fate
of the union-insured workmen out of
work because of a strike or a locke
out wounld present a difficult problem;
and their refusal to apply for work
with mon-unionists might render it
difficult for them to procure any bene-
fit at all.

Blackpoo!, as the seaside resort of
the factory population of Lancashire,
Yorkshire and Warwickshire, presents

has a permanent population of 60,000,
is visited by 3,00,000 holiday seekers
annually, chiefly from June to Sep-
tember. All its constructive work is
substantial. The houses are of brick;
the streets are paved with asphalt]
the esplanade, which varies from 100
to 200 feet in width, runs 4 1-2 miles

‘along the shore on a bluff thirty to

fifty feet higher than the beach.
Promenaders, often in great crowds,
are to be seen on it at all hours until
after midnight. In_the evening the
scenes are brilllant with electrc light.
A steel “Eiffel Tower,” 600 feet high;
half a dozen theatres; a ‘‘winter gar-
den,”” with all its Luna Park attrac-
tions under glass roofs; several roller
skating rinks and dancing halls
(called Blackpool’'s Coney Island); a
shoot-the-chute, scenic railway, and
similar  attractions, indicate the
methods by which the wage-earners
get rid of their appropriations for the
outing. It is the custom for the
“hands’ of the mills in the textile in-
dusiry to contribute a small sum
weekly to a common fund for the
“wakes,” as they call their wvacation
session.

Several peculiarities in the Black-
pool crowds were striking. As com-
pared with our Coney Island crowds,
they were quite slow, unaaimated.
Perhaps 70 per cent. or 80 per cent,
were young people—very young peo-
ple. Boys from 16 to 20 years of age
were paired off walking with the girls,
who were still younger, 'This was
quite general.. Collectively, they were
the smallest people in stature I have’
ever seen in an English-speaking com-
munity. Not only was the average
height hardly more than five feet; but
narrow, bony shoulders, span-with
chests, and spindle legs were the rule.
A‘London newspaper man, who' walked
about with me, and who was making
his first visit to Blackpool, was as
much struck with the diminutive size
of the promenaders as I was. “Noth-
inz like it, even in London, so indica-
tive of physical degeneracy,” he re-
marked. ‘“How flat-chested these girls
are; what a slovenly gait the boys
have! I venture they:don’t weigh one
hundred pounds apiece!”” Some of the
young men who were in volunieer
khaki were decidedly lacking in smart-
pess. They might have been wearing
the cast-off uniforms of the boys o!
the military academies of the grammar
school grade. What is the explanation
of this stunting of a portion of the
English race? One of the little fellows
himself made this explandtion to me:
«The sins of the father are visited on
the child. Before: the days of the pro-
tective factory laws, children were put
to work in the mills at eight years ot
age—yes, even at six years of age—and
they were compelled to work twelve
In manhood they beget

go to work -too young.”

One seldom sees a ‘‘square dance” or
Round dancing is the
amusernent of these factory

‘tolk. Another highly popular pastimeé

with them is sitting after dark on the
esplanade. benches; not to view the

amused observers,‘“to cuddle and kiss.”
It would be interesting to get medical
testimonv in respect to this habit as
well as round danecing; for the round
dancers turn all one way, very few re-
versing.

In Monchester: I visited the
V‘\'arehouses of the Wholesale C8-oper-
ative Society. I shall not
reader’s patience with the long statis-
tical statements necessary to impress
on him the truth as to the present sta-
tus of the society, if he would but read
them all. In the last fifteen years the
increase in the business transagted
has been marvellous, the volume in the
past year exceeding $560,000,000. ‘“Hun-
dreds of new sSocieties. were fortned,
embracing hundreds of  thousands of
new members and tens’'of thousands of
additional employes.’”” So runs the
story. It is fourte‘enwear;
visited Manchester.,*I was greatly jm-
pressed with the great deyelopment of
this industrial and commercial concern.
1 again satisfied myself that the trade
unicnists in several of the largest in-
dustrial regions, of Great Britain are
staunch supporters of the co-operative
movement. In the existence of a Joind
Council of Tride Unionists and Co-0p-
eratives, peace betwepn the two great
leconom‘lc working class movement is
promoted. There aré no milt'onaires
{in the co-operative business so impres-
sively represented in the Manchester
Leadquarters; no rare geniuses as par-
agons of success; no ‘“captains of in-

trade |

interesting features. The place, which |.

| dustry;” and yet it is one of the great-
est Dbusiness !mstitutions in the
world. :

One of the statements made to me by
an active man in the affairs of
Manchester, which greatly impressed
{‘'me, was to the effect that the school
trustees, through the teaehers, pra-
sent to any pupil, boy or girl, a free
! plant, the only condition being a prom-
| ise to take care of it, to nurture it;
and that this has a good influence up-
on the minds and cenduct of the chil-
dren. :

On- the train from Manchagier to
+London I fell into conversation with a
young' college man from New Zealand,
where he had lived all his life; but
after some years’ experience as a civil
en%ineer, he was taking a post-
graduate course in England. 1 put to
him the usual querieg.as to New Zea-
land’s social experiments. From bhis
replies, the nature of the questions
mav be easily inferred. They were as
follows: *‘All classes are satisfied with
the land policy of the country —the
breakinz up of the immense estates,
through compensation to the owners,
with the loan system to the settlers,
keeps access to the land continually
open; and consequently there is little
poverty in the country. The exclusion
of pauper immigrants and alien races
is generally satisfactory. The govern-
ment railroad system, comprising only
2,000 miles, is less economically ~-ard
efficiently managed than it would ke
in private hands. I know (f cne case
in, which a line of 80 miles had been
profitable to a company and satis-
factory to the public, but which, since
taken over by the government, has
ceased to pay; and the service, at the
same time, is less ratisfactory than
formerly. The bookkeeping in con-
nection with public enterprises is diffi-
cult, as outlays are sometimes. not
charged up to the undertaking, but to
the public treasury. As to compulsory
arbitration in ., trade disputes between

ocean. but, in the words of one of the

vast |

tire the

since I last |

| employer and employed, It is now un-
popular both with the employ.rs and
the workers.” He cited the now wel-
known cases of the boot and shoe man-
ufacturers who closed their factories
rather than obey the findings azainst
them of the governmant arbitrators,
an8 the case of the butcher workmen
who were fined or went to jail rather
than work on terms which they
deemed upijust s ether words, com-
pulsory arbitration in ‘the country
without strikes”’has ended in showing
itself capablewof destroying Loth the
business of the employers and the lib-
erty of the wage workers. I necessarily
only repeat the summary of the views
of this native of New Zealand of Eng-
lish stock for what it may be worth as
a sort of sign board to the reservoirs
of further information; but it coincides
with the results of the récent cbserva-
tions of the thinkers and doers in the
industrial field of the TUnited States.
On Sunday I wemt to Hyde Park,
not to view the famous “‘church bda-
rade,” in which the unworldly worsh-
ippers walk about on their way hdme
from service to look one another’s fine
prayer books; but to hear something
of what the opén-zir .orators were
saying in this land of free-speech.
From the snatches of the “rostrum’’
talk that I heard whilst standirg on
the outer frin®e of several groups, T
took it that the standing toics of
social -reform were being: resifted for
the listeners by most of the speakers.
While it may be that in the eves of
the great English public men these
gatherings are hardly to be regarded
as of much Iimportance, the Enzlish
spirit must be admired which tolers
ates, even promotes them. as well as
the spirit in which the participants
join in them. The speaking proceeds
in seriousness and a reasonableness of
tone. Any one may but questions to
the orators. Many a thinz that a
writer might assert without contra-
diction cannot be uttered by a speak-
er without being instantly caught up.
Besides, a large number of Dpersons
who have not ready access to libraries
may get in the ‘‘academies’ of : the
Park education In current subjects;
and also there are the vivifying open-
/ air and one’s sense of certainty or of
suspicion confirmed by the manifesta-
tions: of the crowd. The custom of
Sunday and every day street and
Park meetings is common in England.

I am informed that sometimes most

excellent speeches are made. Those
that I heard, however, were rather of
a drowsy ode. The police on duty al-
ways exert their authority to main-
tain the right of the' speaker to be
heard without molestation.

The Suffragettes furnished one of the
topics for the speeches. Whatever the
merits of their case, I heard men who
were usually friendly to them say
that the methods they are pursuing

are injurious to them. Weakness pre- !

tending to assault strength violently,
they say, becomes absurd; and it is
further pointed out that certain forms
of advertising react upon those who
seek publicity because they show
that which should be shown,

The policenen who dispersed the wo-
men were not choice in the language
they used as they drove the frightened
people before them. The I.ondon po-
lice apparently do not love or respect
the Suffragettes who have borne them-
selves as they have towards-the exe-
cutives of the law of any grade. Yet,

despite the adverSe criticism of nearly .

all the people towards the manner in

selves, it cannot be gainsaid that the
cause of the Women's Suffrage co-
equal with that of man is gaining
ground with Great Britain.

On Sunday morning I visited the
hcuse in which I was born, No. 2 Fort
street, Spitalfields, London. I passed

4 through neighborhoods almost every
house of which I knew more than half
a century ago, when a lad of eight. 1
was in my twelfth year when my
father took his family to the United
States. Cheapside, Cornhill, Commer-
cial street, Houndsditeh, Bishopsgata
street—these all looked much the same
as they did in the long ago.

I made my way to our own old
street, and stood before the house in
which I was born. I had re-visited the
spot fourteen years ago, for the first
time sinfe my boyhoed; and 1 Wwas
then subject to those peculiar sentie
ments, both pleasing and depressing

with which one is seized when behold- !

ing with mature vision what was fa-
miliar to the unknowirg; eyes of chill

hood and to -the transforming mem-

ory of later years.

Somehow, the blunt and hard facts,
in the light of comparisons, seemed
disillusioned. The great things to the
boy are every day matter to the man’
Yet thiy was the scene of the strug-
gles of my father and the loving cars;
of my mother. Home was once there.’
"We were happy, that big family oY
ours, in our childhood, hard-working
though we were. Kindly people now
live in the house. Its “bread-winners”
have “gone to Chicago,” the rest hop-
ing to follow. soon.

Perhans one reason for the sbsence
of the fulness of that tender and s"m=-
what mournful seniment that comes
to me in contemplation of his birth
place lay in the fact that with me were
my wife and daughter, and also my
very excellent cousin, the favorite
theatrical comedian, ‘in  our own
country as well as here, Sam Collins.
Sam has the happy habit of seeing all
life is a joyous mood. He was bornin
the same house in Fort street; and his
sole idea, on now seeing it again, was
to bring us others present to laugh and
make merry with him. Well, "vhy not?
myrn down the leaf in the book that
brings brooding or heart-pain, or any
other kind of unhappniness. Open at
the leAf that brings smiles, hope, plea-
sant faces, good hearts, and full life to
humanity.

SAMUET, GOMPERS.

When the digestion 1z all right, the
action of the bowels regular, there is
a natural craving and relish for food.
When this is lacking you may know
that you need a dose of Chamberlain’s
Stomach and Liver Tablets. They
strengthen the digestive urgans, im-
prove the appetite and regulate the
howels.

“Captain, what time does the boat
start?”

“Tt starts, madam, when I give the
word.”

“Then I've always had the wrong
idea. I thought it started when the
engineer pulled a léver, or did some-
thing. Thank you ever so much.”

SR L L

“*Mike,” said Plodding Pete,
wuss t’ings dan gold bricks.”

“What's happened?”

“dere’s

chop an armful of wood she’s gimme
a cake.”
“Didn’t she keep her word?”

“yYep. She handed me a cake of

which the Suffragettes conduct them-

“De lady up de road sald dat if T’d ’

INCREASE 10
SIARTOCT

Reasons for 'Phone
Co'y Boosting Rates

i e

LOSING MONEY

Rates When Increased Will
#® Lower Than
Majority

The New Brunswick Telephone Com-
pany have recently been considering
the advisability of increasing the tele-
phone rates- in the city, and it was
rumored that increased rates would
take effect on August 1st.

H. P. Robinson, the general manazer
of the company, stated last evening
that it had been finally decided to in-
crease the rates as follows ,which in=
creased rates will take effect on Oct.
ist: The business rate, special wire,
will be increased fromy $40 per year to
$45. The business rate, two party line,
will take a jump from $35 to $40. The
special lines, residence rates, will be
raised from $23.50 to $30, and the two-
party line, residence rates, will be in=
creased from $20 to $24. The four=
factory line kill jump from $18 to $20.
An eight party line for residences will
be instituted and the rate will be $18.
This will make the lowest rate. the
same as ever, giving those desirous of
having a telephone at their residen-e
at the minimum expense; an eight
party line for the same price, as they
are now praying for a four-party linc.

Asked as to the cause of the in-
crease Mr. Dobinscn said that there
were two chief reasons. The first was
because the financial statement had
showm that the company was noi mak-
ing money, but losing money, as they
were not allowing for depreciation, an
amount within $40,000 of the actual de—
preciation of the service. The other
reason, said Mr. Robinson, was becausa
the rates when increased will be low-
er than the majority of rates of other
companies in Nova Scotia and the
New England states and other places.

Mr. Robinson further stated that
the company was desirous of continu-
ing to pay a 6 per cent. annual divi-
dend, and to protect their stockhold-
ers, making.the investment a sure and

! profitable one, which it is not at the

present. time.

MAY BE CETTLEMENT

LYNN, Mass., July 23.—According to
Frank Kidder, business agent of tha
racking room employes, who are on
strike in three large shoé factories, the
outlight is promisirg for a scttlement
of the differences as far as two of tha
factories are concerned.

The Most Marvelous Player Piano in the World

THE GERHARD - HEINTZMAN

$56000 PRIZE

SECOND GRAND PRIZE IN THE

The Sun

Number of Votes in the Contest.

The Star

VOTING CONTEST

Caved LOM

—

an

To be Awa;déd to the Candidate Having the Second Highest

house.

Canadians

The Colebrated Pianos produced by the G
CO., are used and approved by the most distinguished artists everywhere.
to none” applies in the strictest sense to every

If you want a piano that ranks highes
be a GERHARD-HEINTZMAN.

, it must

On Exhibition at the Store of

ERHARD-HEINTZMAN PIANO

“Second

instrument made by this celebrated
t in the esteem of music-loving

W. H. JOHNSON C0. Ltd., T Market Sq.




