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A PROPOSITION BY
TELEPHONE COMPANY

P

Business Which Was Transacted at
Last Night’s Meeting of*',
the Council.

(From Monday's Daily.)

. Tn eonnection with the paving to be
done on Government street, a‘proposal
has been made looking to the removal
of all the telephone poles from the
thoroughfare. A This was explained by
the Mayor to the aldermanic board
Jast night.

The esiimated cost of putting the
tovernment street wires underground,
His Worship said, was $750, this outlay
peing necessitated for the construction
of the necessary conduits. The mat-
ter had been gone into by the streets
committee and representatives of the
telephone company, and as a result the
committee decided to recommend the
undertaking.

During the consultation the idea of
doing away with the overhead ‘wire
gystem of the company all over the
city, was broached and a serious pro-
position was suggested by the company
towards this end. In a word the cost
of the undertaking was estimated at
$50,000 and the company agreed to pay
nine-tenths of the cost of interest and
sinki»g fund, viding the deben-
tures were g@nteed by the city.
This propositio contemplated ' the

placing of all the telephone wires in

the city under ground. »

The report of the streets committee
in which the Government street under-
ground wires was submitted, was as
follows:

Your streets, bridges . and sewers
committee having considered the un-
dermentioned subjects, beg to report
and recommend as follows:,

1. Recommend ‘that the engineer be
instructed to lay the necessary conduits
for underground wires on Government
street, before paving is proceeded with,
the. B. C. Telephone Co. furnishing
the conduits. The estimated cost to the
city is $750.

2. Re communieation from A. W,
Lees, asking the city to lay ' water
pipes across his property from Alpha
street to the city limits.

We recommend that Mr. Lees be in-
formed that the cost of piping this
distance would be $600, that it is a
natural water course entirely through
private property, that no sewage or
filth enters the course from within the
city limits on his property, that if any
contamination of the water exists it
comes from South Saanich municipal-
ity,. and that' his complaints in this
matter: should ‘be:senit 'to ‘the” council
of ‘that nunicipality, “and that for
ihese various reasons this council can-
not see its way clear to comply with
his request at present.

8. Recommend that the purchasing
agent be ‘instructed to get quotations
from Great Britain and other places,
on creosote of standard quality for
street paving, for delivery not later
than May 1st, in drums or barrels on
wharf in city of Victoria, and in a
quantity not exceeding 750 drums at 90
gallons each.

Reports from the city engineer and
health officer concerning the disposition
of garbage, alleged by the provincial
health authorities to be a nuisance, on
the James Bay flats, were read and it
was ordered that coipes thereof be
fent to the secretary of the provincial
voard. In'a word the city officials dis-
agree with Dr. Fagan that there is
any menace in the condition of the
dump and maintain that all vestige of
objection thereto is being removed by
the work which the city is doing there.

The building inspector was ‘author-
ized to settle the insurance claims on
the exhibition buildings recently de-
stroyed by fire, on the basis of a .re-
port made by him, which was as fol-
lows:

“I would respectfully réport that on
Thursday evening, the 26th inst., a fire
took place at the Agricultural build-
ing, which entirely consumed the main
building; porches, the poultry house in
rear, and also the machinery hall.
‘These : were insured. Likewise the
building "used for a restaurant in the
new grounds was destroved and an-
other building on the south side 6f the
main building. The last two were not
insured. There was also destroyed 200
feet lineal of ‘box stalls on the north
side of old grounds and east of the
main building, which, in my opinion,
Was worth $4.00 per limeal foot after
allowing reduction for deterioration in
value, - The city should receive the
fum of $800 for that destroyed, and for
50 feet that is partially destroyed $2
per foot—$100. I consider the city is
fully entitled to the following amounts:
For the. main building, $8,000; for the
Poultry house, $1,000; for the machin-
ery hall; $500, which is the amount of
insurance carried on the above, so the
treasurer informs me; also the amount
of destruction done to the box stalls,
8920. Total, $10,400.

In my opinion, the city should make
dfmand upon the insurance companies
for the amounts mentioned.”

A petition from the Victoria Labor-
€rs Protective Union (city workmen)
for an increase of pay amounting to
ents per day to all earning less
than $3 a day was referred to the in-
coming council with a favorable note.

A communication was read with, ref-
erence to objections to the septic tank
on the Indian Reserve which was re-
ferred to the eity solicitor. ‘
With respect to the proposed altera-
tion of the street car line at the ¢orner
of Caledonia avenue and North Chath-
am streets the Mayor and solieitor
Were authorized to perfect an &agree-
‘nent with the company providing that
the company fill in the road with bal-
last instead of the ’trestle mentioned
in their proposal. |
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BANKRUPT ACTRESS. |

New York, Dec. 30.—A petition of in-
Voluntary bankruptcy was filed yes-

' WONDERFUL NEW GUN.
Engil_lt; Officer’s Invention -That May

——

Go to Foreign Power—War Gffice
Indifferent.
‘Uniess the British war office changes
its attitude it js extremely probable
that what dppears to be the most effi-
cient machine gun yet invénted will be
driven into the hands 'of a foreign.
power,
The invention (according to the Stan-
dard) {s that of Major Fitzgerald, who
claimg that it is worth $1,250,000. The
German military attache is said to have
been greatly impressed by it, and F.
A. Roberts, of King William street,
London, who is acting for Major Fitz-
gerald, states that a representative of
the Japanese government will shortly
examine it. 0
The chief feature of the gun is a
secret apparatug which keeps the me-
chanism from getting overheated, no
matter how long it is used or how
many rounds are fired. After a quarter
of an hour’s constant firing the temper-
ature of the jacket of the present ma-
chine gun rises to 200 degrees and over,

‘and this overheating, together with the

rush of excessively hot gas passing
through the barrel, is said to be fre-
quently responsible for jamming.
Another advantage claimed for the
new gun is - that there is no loading
mechanism to get out of order. The
breech. is enclosed in a . rectangular
metal box. Tn order to ‘feed” the
eight” barrels, which are arranged in
two tlers of four, the cartridges are
placed on metal trays, which are
swung up to the breech, and by a pres-
sure of the hand the trays load four
barrels simultaneously. After the dis-
charge the depression of ‘a handle
ejects the empty cartridges. While one
tier is being fired the other is being
loaded, a continuous fire being thus
kept up. The gun could easily be
adapted for sixteen barrels.

None of the operations is automatic.
Despite this, however, the simplicity of
the mechanism enables the loading and
discharging to be done at the rate of
450 shots a minute. Other features of
the new gun are:

It can be trained to any angle and
fire down the side of a mountain or
straight in the air.

The mode of sighting facilitates quick
aiming night or day. It can also be
aligned without touching the sights.
The recoil is spread over the breach
mechanism, and is not felt.

It canvbe fired from any kind of con-
veyance or from the ground. ‘The
mounting can be done in less than five
minutes,

No special plant is required for the
manufaeture of the gun. Anyone can
be taught to use the whole mechan-
ism in fifteen minutes:.

It weighs less than 100 Ibs,

‘Would Not Sell to Russia,

Major Fitzgerald is a Crimean veter-
an, “I could have sold the gun to Rus-
sia for $500,000,” he said; “but I have
no love for Russia after my Crimean
days.” ’
Ample opportunity has been given to
the British military authorities to ac-
quire it. The gun has been seen and
approved by a procession of officers. It
‘has been tested by, among others, Gen.
Tweedie, Admiral d’Arcy Irviug, Col.
i‘.‘?’&’?"ﬁ, and Col. Maude, all ' of = whom
ave téstified to the efficacy of Major

ing the barrels from getting overheat-
ed, no matter how many rounds are
fired.

“The war office want the gun,” said
Major Fitzgerald, “but they do not
want to pay for it. I had a letter quite
recently from Sir Edward Ward, the
secretary to the war office. He said he
had ‘been looking over some correspon-
Gence, and came ac¢ross papers relat-
ing to my invention. ‘Will you or will
you not,’” he wrote, ‘can you or can you
{ not apply your cooling secret to the
Maxim?’

“I replied that I never interfered with
any man’s invention, and I would take
care that no one interfered with mine.
If they want my secret they must take
the gun as it stands. My gun has noth-
ing in common with the Maxim.

“The cooling,” ‘the major said, “can
be done for $1.256 a gun for twelve
months. The gun itself would cost
about $350 to manufacture. The wWeapon
I am working with has eight barrels,
but it could be easily adapted for six-
teen barrels.”

The matter for the moment is out of
the hands of the major. 'He has au-
thorized Mr. F. A. Roberts to find a
purchaser, -and, Mr. Roberts says that
the gun will be sold whether it goes
abroad or not,

TO BETTER LIVE
STOCK INDUSTRY

National Association Will Deal With
Many Matters of Importance
at Convention.

The convention of the National Live
Stock Association to be held in Ottawa
on February .5th, 6th and 7th, 1908,
promises to-be a most important meet-
ing. The programme being prepared
provides for the consideration of such
national topics as the export, import,
and interprovincial trade in breeding
and commercial live stock. The rela-
tionship of transportation companies to
the live stock industry will be dealt
with by foremost authorities. The
health of Canadian live stock, pro-
posed amendments of customs regula-
tions, and the Scottish premium sys-
tem of hiring stallions will all bé con-
sidered with a view to improving pres-
ent conditions in Canada in regard to
these matters. A

Already an attendance of representa-
tive stock men from each of the several
provinces is assured. Most of the Re-
cord and Provincial Live Stock Asso-
clations have fulfilled the requirements
of affiliation. It is the privilege also of
Agriculture Societies and ~ Exhibition
Associations which paid in cash prizes
for live stock in 1907 a sum of $50@
or upwards to affiliate with the Nation-
al Association- by sending to the live
stock commissioner, Ottawa, a list of
its members, Societies affiliated in this
way are entifled to representation at
the convention by its presendent or sec-

terday by . Henrietta Crosman, - the
actress, b

retary.

"WILL CONSIDER

Fitzgerald’s secret process for prevent-

- WATER SUPPLY
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QUESTION. T0 COME
- UP THIS EVENING

Resolutions on the Subject of Im-
proving the System to be
Disposed Of.

(From Monday’s Daily.)
To-night. twoe very important mat-
ters will come before the council in re-
lation to the water supply of the city.
One is the resolution of Alderman
Henderson which reads as follows:

“That the city introduce a by-law to
raise the sum of $619,000 for '@ water
works purposes, the annual cost to be
met out of the frontage tax and water
revenue.” ; ! Tathandiite

The Mayor will also ask that a ref-
erendum be taken at 'the time of the
géneral election,” asking: y

“Shall the corporation of the city of
Victoria, in addition to the ' proposed
improvement to the Elk _lake water
supply, take such immediate steps as
shall be necessary to secure an in-
crease of the .city’s water supply from
Sooke lake.

Alderman Henderson_when seen Te-
garding his motion said that ithe coun-
cil were unanimous at the time of the
engagement of Expert Adams in stat-
ing that they should submit his pro-
posal to the electors without amend-
ment, Phe first step in this was cov-
ered by his resolution.' The present
supply was the first step in the 1im-
provement of- the supply, and the by-
law which' he proposed introducing
would cover that as well as the intro-
duction of a re-distribution system.

In regard to the proposal of the
Mayor it seems to be quite a general
opinion that the Sooke Lake proposi-
tion should not be singled out for the
referendum but that all three should
be inserted. The people should be
asked which of the three they prefer,
Sooke, Goldstream or the Highlands,
as an auxiliary to Elk Lake.

The rate of $619,000 proposed by Ald.
Henderson will' provide for a redistri-
bution system and a reservoir at
Smith’s Hill, all of which it is argued,
will be of use even if another source
of supply is sought later.

OAK BAY BOATING CLUB.

Committee of Municipal Council Want
Time to Consider Application for
Foreshore., Rights.

The committee from the Cak Bay
municipal council on Saturday consid-
ered the application. for wateffront
rights, on the new munijcipal property
at Oak Bay; and decided to refer cer-
tain: ‘phases<of the question  to -the
municipal barrister for an opinion. It
seems that the property was purchased
according to the by-law for municipal
purposes only, and it is doubtful if can-
cessions can be granted to a private
company. - . 2 W

Another reason for delay is the fact
that no regulations have as yet been
drawn up regarding the use of the new
municipal property, and the committee
was of the opinion- that'these should be
considered prior to any particular con-
cession. ‘Other concessions have also
been asked for, and the committee seem
to be of the opinion that if anything is
done in this way it should be so hedged
around by conditions that the general
public for whose use the property was
purchased should be fully protected.

‘While the committee realize that a
boating club would be a great advant-
age to the community, they also feel
that they, as trustees of the public
property, must move very carefully in
the matter.

HONEYMOON TRAGEDY,

Troubled Courtship Followed by Bride-
groom’s Murder and Bride's Arrest.

A strange courtship has been followed
by a tragic honeymoon in the case of
Herr Herrmann, a young German
gentleman. P

He was madly in love with the
daughter of a neighbour, but her par-
ents frowned on his suit, and in desper-
ation he announced his intention to
hang himself.

Happily the girl happened to arrive on
the scene before the lover had hung
lJong enough t0 suffocate himself. She
cut_ him down at once, and thereby
saved his life. After that the stern
parents gave way and lovers were
married.

The honeymoon has ended tragically.
After a sojourn of a few weeks in Ber-
lin, the young husband was found dead;
he had been killed by two shots fired
from a revolver. Suspicion fell upon
the bride, who declared that if she had
kiiled her husband it was in self-de-
fence;, because he had threatened to
take her life during a quarrel. However
the authorities are inclined to believe
that the bride acted with premeditation,
and she is now awaiting trial.

CHRISTMAS WEDDING.

Mr. Thomas Wilson and Miss Jackson
United in Matrimony.

On Christmas day, at the residence
of the Rev. W. Leslie Clay, the mar-
riage was solemnized of Miss Agnes
Mary Jackson, of this city, and Mr.
Thomas D. Wilsen, formerly of Lon-
don, Ont.. Miss Clarenda Steenson act-
ed as bridesmaid, while Mr. Jesse B.
Evans supported the groom. After the
ceremony a reception was held at the
residence of the bride’s uncle, Mr. W,
J. Steenson.

The gride looked charming in a
brown tailor-made suit with hat to
match. The groom’s gift to the bride
was a handsome gold watch, and his
gift to the bridesmaid was a beautiful
signet ring. Only the intimate friends
of the young couple were present. The
bride received many beautiful presents.
After a very pleasant time had en
spent, Mr. and Mrs. Wilson left onbg!;e
Sound boat for Portland, Ore., where
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-LAID ‘AT REST.

Late W. J. Nelson Buried "Yesterday—
Orangemen Conducted 'Seryices.

The funeral of the late William J.
Nelson, of Rossland, took place yester-
day - afternoon at 2 ‘o’clock from the
parlorg-of the B. C. Funeral Furnishing
Co., where seryice was conducted Dby
Rev. T. W, Gladstone, assisted by Rev.
C. Burnett. - Appropirdate hymns where
sung. There was a large attendance of
friends and many’ flowers.

The members of the Loyal Orange
Lodge attended in @ body. ‘Bro. D. C.
iMcLaren, grandmaster, assisted by
Bro. A. J. Brace, acting chaplain, con-
dyeted the L. O. L. service at the grave
side. The following acted as pall-
bearers: W, H. Cullen, J. Dean, E.
Sherritt, A, Anderson, I. Walsh and F.
Allatt,

EVELYN A NERVOUS WRECK.

Wife of Harry Thaw Agitated Over
Prospect, of New Witness in
Roof Garden Murder Case.

New York, Dec. ' 80.—Evelyn Nesbit
Thaw is stiil quite il and it is said that
the prospect of .2 new witness for the
district ‘attorney at the trial of Harry
Thaw on January 6th-has had not a
little to ‘do with préventing her from
recovering her health. She has become
very mnervous and. even the - smallest
things are said to ammoy her. She is
practically a nervous wreck.’

This matter of the testimony of Miss
Simonton is believed to have caused
her a great deal of worry. She has
been so ill during thé fall'and winter
that she missed many visits to her
husband in the Tombs.

TROUBLE BREWING
IN INDIA

s e

AGITATORS STIRRING
PEOPLE 10- REVOLT

A'armists Openly Charge Japan With
Being Responsible for Present
Situation.

London, Dec. 30.—Friday’s riot in the
Indian Nationai Congress at Surat,
Bombay, over Indian home rule, has
suddenly aroused England to a reali-
zation of political conditions in India.

Warnings have been sotinded for sev-
eral years but not even in the East
have Europeans regarded them as
worthy of very grave ' consideration.
The home rule party’s yiolence at Su-
rat is not in itself particularly import-
ant, but it called attention to the activ-
ity with which agitatgr's have long been
stirring the people to revolt.

Viceroy Lord Minto is one of the few
who have been telling the government
trouble is ahead. “It is impossible,” he
told the executjve council of India on
the adaption last month of a bill to
prevent seditious gatherings, “to ignore
the warnings of recent events, the riots
at Lahore, Pindi and elsewhere, the In-
sults to Europeans and the seditious at-
tempt to inflame recial feeling and tam-
per with the loyalty of the Indian
army.”

One step sure to come is suppression
of the national volunteers, a native or-
ganization wihch admits training re-
cruits throughout the country - In
swordsmanship and archery (rifle prac-
tice being prohibited) and is strongly
suspected of participation in numerous
outbreaks.

That Japan has been dctive In stir-
ring up native feeling against the Brit-
ish is openly charged by alarmists. The
opinion is rapidly growing that Count
Okuma intended, in his recent speech,
almost openly to give .notice. that the
Japanese would be giad to see India
rise against English rule.

Australian sentiment, which has long
been violently anti-Japanese, and Can-
adian opinion now shifting in the same
direction are also beginning to produce
an effect at home.

RUSSIA HELPLESS
IN MANCHURIA

Chinese Railway Policy Is Strangled
--Japan Extending Her Mon-
opoiy Daily.

s e e,

Pekin, Dec. 30.—Ivan Shipoff, agent
of the Russian finance ministry, has
just concluded a three months’ investi-
gation of the serious problems which
confront the Chinese Eastern railway,
and as a result, he has recommenda3
that expenditures be reduced in every
direction possible.

This action is construed here as a ve-
flection of the hopelcssness ¢f the Rus-
sian position in Manchuria. The rail-
road was isoizicl during the Russo-
Japanese war, and the Japanese policy
since then has practically strangled it.
It is believed that thé defieit of the
Chinese Eastern railway for 1908 will
amount to $15,000,000. ‘Traffic over the
line is declining, particularly at Har-
bin.

It is also stated that the Japanese
have forbidden China to extend the
Hsin Min Tun railroad in the direction
of Tsitsikhaa. This step has aroused
exasperation among the Englishmen
who have capital invested in the\line,
and it is characterized as another ‘e\vi-
dence of the monopolistic attitude \of
the Japanese in Manchuria.

NO RECORD BROKEN.

Queenstown, Dec. 27.—The Cunard
line steamer Lusitania, from New York
arrived here vesterday. Owing to the
heavy weather neither passengers nor
mail were landed, and they were carried

they will reside. 1
/"
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ou to Liverpool.
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T
OF PANIC YEAR

HOPE EVOLVED FROM
FINANCIAL GLOOM

Opiﬁion Advanced That Conditions
Are Stronger Than Twelve
Months Ago.

New York, Dec. 30.—The year 1907
has been one in which there has been
making of financial history. It will'go
down with 1857, 1873 and 1893 as one
of the panic years in American finance,
but despite the remarkable stress. a
strain to which the financial straetyre
has been subjected, the year ' closes
with conditions stronger and safer than
they were when'the year began.

The year opened with tne feeling in
conservative quarters that ‘speculation
had already been carried to an unwar-
ranted height and prudence was im-
posed by the conditions upon bankers
and capitalists. That this feeling oper-
ated to some extent throughout the
vear, and that there was a scarcity of
capital for absorbing new securities,
was indicated by the diminished trans-
actions in stocks and bonds on the
New York stock exchange. The num-
ber of shares dealt in in 1907 fell to 195,~
169,192. Bonds sales were $561,651,500.
The number of stocks dealt in in 1906
was 288,424,234, and- the bonds sales for
1906 were $670,817,333.

The source of the pressure upon the
money market is indicated by the large
issues of securities -which took-place
during several years prior to the crisis.
The statistics compiled by a leading
financial journal in Brussels showed
that the total issues throughout the
world for the five years ending with
1906 were about $3,400,000,000 annually.
In the United States the issue of stocks
for the first eleven months of 1907 was
$757,259,900, and of bonds and notes $1,-
073,990,000, making up a total of $1,-
831,349,500. The securities of all kinds
issued in the United States for five
yvears ending with 1906, have been es-
timated by experts at $3,454,978,000.

The extent to which capital resources
has been strained was not revealed in
a striking manner to the general pub-
lic until the ‘silent panic” of March
14th, now almost overshadowed by
later events, but at the time one of
the most -serious and remarkable
breaks which the market has ever
suffered. The loss of 19 points in
Amalgamated Copper in a single day,
21 points in American Smelting, 22 in
Reading and 256 in Union Pacifie, add-
ed to considerable previous declines a‘
a slower rate, wiped out margins,
compelled the calling of .loans and
wrecked the fortunes of many specu-
lators. ‘ ; -

It -was not until mid-October that
the storm broke in all its force, with
the collapse of the corner in TUnited
Copper, the appeal of “the Moore-
Heinze banks to the clearing-house
for help and the refusal to extend help
until. the old controlling interest was
eliminated. \

Events moved fast and furiously on
the heels of these revelations. The
Knickerbocker Trust Company was
closed on October 22nd, after paying
out about $8,000,000 in cash, and runs
began upon the Trust Company of
America, which called for-tke disburse-
ment of $34,000,000, and upon the Lin-
coln Trust Co., which suffered a near-
ly proportionate loss of deposits.

The suspension of cash payments by
practically all the-banks and the de-
cision of Saturday, October 26th, to is-
sue clearing house certificates on the
following Monday, marked the culmin-
ating stage of the crisis.

The number of national banks on
November 30, 1907, after allowing for
mergers and liquitations, was 6,665,
and their authorized capital was $910,-
609,775. Since the ldtter part of 1899, the
number of national banks has in-
creased by more than three thousand,
while their capital has increased by
about $303,000,000. Soon after the panic
broke on November 14, 1907, the total
bank circulation was $609,998,466. The
measures then taken by Secretary Cor-
telyou fo promote circulation resulted
in an increase of about $75,000,000 dur-
ing the next seven weeks, so that the
circulation stood on Dec. 21, 1907, at
$683,795,923.

Accompanying the increase of bank
notes circulation; in order to meet the
pressure for currency, was the drama-
tic movement of nearly $106,000,000 of
gold from Europe in-a period of about
six weeks. This inward movement of
gold was facilitated by the sharp ar-
rest of imports of luxuries and a com-
bined effort by. producers, railways and
bankers to ship to Europe our farm
products during the autumn season.
Imports of merchandise, which were
$125,806,043 in August, fell to $110,000,-
109 for November. Exports, which had
been $127,270,447 in August, advanced to
$204,444,860 in November.

From the various sources, the in-
crease in bank note circulation of $75,-
000,000, the gold imports of $106,000,000,
and the public deposits of $78,000,000,—
a total fund of about $259,000,000 was
added. by the close of the year to the
currency in circulation in the country
during the summer. While much of
this currency disappeared into hoards
during the panic, its reappearance in a
period of comparative inactivity, it is
feared, may be reflected by speculation
in the stock market and an outward
movement in the spring.

One of the incidents of the period of
decline in bank resources has been a
fall in the market value of silver bul-
lion. Silver has dropped down not far
above the lowest point touched ‘in its
history. The price was 24 7-16 pence on
December 27th. 4

The old year ends with prices of”
commodities and securities much low-
er than a year ago, and with liquida-
tion largely advanced in the banking
field, if not in the field of commodi=
ties. The great stock of currency ab-
sarbed during the period of panic is re-
turning to the banks, and the action
just taken by the secretary of the
treasury to recall a part of the deposits
of public money from the banks will
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tend to check the outward movement
of gold, which in some quarters is ex-
rected within the next few months.
The financial structure of the coun-
try has stood the strain with only a
limited number of serious ~disasters,
and will ‘'enter upon the new year un-
der much stronger and safer condi-
tions than it began the old year,

ASKING HELP,

Hindus in City Want a House Built to
Live in.

G. D. Kumar, Indian religious worker
among the Hindus of Victoria, in ap-
pealing for help for his countrymen,
says: “J asked the mayor that as many
of my countrymen are out of work
they would feel highly obliged if he
could give them work as he was giving
work to white faced men. At the same
time I requested him for shelter, ds
the season was very cold and rainy ant
I could not get a house to hire for
them. He, instead of giving us a shel-
ter, wanted to deport us all. But the
other day one gtrue Christian offered
me a piece of land on Douglas street
to erect a shelter for the Hindus and
save them from death. This is the
difference of tweo personalities, one a
public official and the other an ordin-
ary true Christian. Now, I appeal to
the generous hearted public of Victoria
to help me to get this shelter erected
and save the poor Hindus from such a
severe cold and rainy season. Any
contributions = toward this- will ' be
thoughtfully accepted.”

NEW AUSTRALIAN STAMPS.

Australia is likely to have a .new issue
of uniform stamps for use throughout the
Commonwealth, without distinetion as to
states.

In a report which has just been issued
by a board appointed by the Postmaster-
General to inquire into the best methods
to be adopted, it is recommended that the
issue should be the best of its kind that
art, skill, machinery, and the latest ap-
pliances can produce. This, it is suggest-
ed, will give better workmanship and pro-
tect the Commonwealth against forgeries,
while the extra cost will be met by pur-
chases made by philatelists.

It is estimated by Mr. Walter Hull in a
separate report, says The  British Ause
tralasian, that the returns from sales to
philatelists, provided that the issue is of
the finest character, will amount to $200,-
000 during the first year, and $100,000 an-
nually thereafter. The board recommends
that competitive designs, containing
characteristic features of Australia,
should be called for, that the competition
should be open, and that six prizes ot
$500 should be awarded for each design
selected. "

FINGER RING WATCHES.

SR T ¢
Swiss watchmakers are very busy ful-
filling 'English and American orders for
finger ring watches. Of these little
watches Queen Victoria had three or
four, and many ladies have such watches,
although they are little worn.s The
simplest ones—a plain gold ring with the
watch inserted—cost $120, but with dia-
monds or other stones $5,000 to $10,000 may
be paid.
The cheapest kind is the plain gold ring,
and is worn over the glove. These are
used by men as well as’ women.

CHRISTMAS DAY CRIME.

Malton, Ont., Dec. 30.—The plea of
John David Terrace, the farm-hand,
who is now in Brampton jail, charged
with the murder of William Curry on
Christmas Day, that the shooting was
accidental, i8 not borne out by the au-
thorities or by the story of Jimmy Reid,
the little boy who was an eye-witness
of the tragedy. The boy is of the
cpinion that Terrace shot at the old
man deliberately.

DETERMINED TO END
BELL MONOPLY

Manitoba Government Talging Ex-
haustive Valuation of Telephone
System in Province.

Winnipeg, Dec. 28.—Yesterday O, F.
French, chief telephone expert for the
Manitoba government, concluded his
valuation of the Bell system at Bran-
don, and is to-day visiting country
points, looking over the Bell plant at
the points ‘visited, preparatory to pre-
senting a complete report on the val-
uation of the.system-of the company
in Manitoba.

Mr. Frencvh visited Portage la Prai-
rie on Thursday, and made an inspec-
tion of the plant in that town, and
has forwarded to the government his
finding in regard to that point. The
engineer has already gone over - the
Winnipeg system, and has handed his
report to Premier Roblin. The re-
ports on the Winnipeg and Portage la
Prairie exchanges are expected to
show that C. E. Sise, president of the
Bell Telephone Company, has greatly
overvalued his plant at these  points,
and that the market value is not ob-
tainable. 3

It is said that the government is in
possession of reliable information to
show that the Bell system in Mani-
toba can be duplicated for about one
million dollars less than President
Sise has asked for his plant, which is
in the neighborhood of $3,500,000, but
it is said that the government is will-
ing, however, to meet Mr. Sise half
way and pay a little more than the
plant is worth, so that Manitoba may
be freed from the Bell monopoly.

It was further learned to-day that
the government expects to have Mr.
French’s report presented early next
week, and that if the-report warrants
the government poceeding further in
the- mafter an agreement of sale will
be drawn up and executed in the or-
dinary way, and that the agreement
will be sent to the House for ratifica-
tion, after which the Bell system in
Manitoba will pass into the control of
the provineial govenment. It is un-
derstood that the system on its being
taken over by the governmenti will be
run by a commission. . More than one
member of the cabinet is favorable to
this being done, as being most ad-
vantageous to all concerned.

The opposition, led by C. J. Mickle
will, it is understood, ask for a return
of all correspondence between the
government and the Bell Company,
with g view to finding out the exact
state of the negotiations,

—

COUNCL PASS
WATER BY-LAW

e et

PROPERTY OWNERS
ARE TO VOTE ON IT

Question of Improving Elk lake
Will be Submitted at Election
Time.

(From Tuesday's Daily.)

The waterworks by-law passed the
city council last night witn very little
criticism.

Ald. Fell challenged some of the sig-
natures appended to the petition for the
by-law on the ground that they did
not, represent the owners of property,
but his questionings were quieted by
advice from the solicitor that it had
always been customary to accept the
signatures in such cases as evidencs
that those who signed had authority to
do so.

This by-law proposes to raise $619,000
for improving the water supply. It was
introduced on motion of Akd, Hender-
son, seéconded by Ald. Verrinder, and
was advanced without opposition
through all its stages, and finally pass-
ed.

Ald. Henderson observed that the
by-law was but the fulfillment of the
decision of the council in August last.
He thought it was an opportune time
to have the question decided when the
muniéipal election was being held, and
he could not see that any reasonable
objection could be taken thereto.

Ald. Hall said he would not oppose
the second reading of the by-law, but
regretted that they were not in poa3-
session of the full expert report before
passing upon it. There was a question,

the thought, suggested by the condition |

of the money market. He thought this
might be met by selling the debentures
in instalments, just enough at a time
to prosecute the work, pending an im-
provement -in the money market. !

The -Mayor said there was provision
for this already in the by-law itself.

Ald, Fell disapproved of the by-law.
It would, he argued, tie the hands of
the new council' in a matter on which
the present body was not fully posted,
as they had not the full report of the
engineer before them. The matter, he
thought, should be left for the incom-
ing council. His chief objection was
that an.adequate service was not ob-
tainable from Elk lake for the money
to be expended thereon. He complained
that the couneil had not been permit-
ted to meet Mr. Adams, the San Fran-
cisco expert, and he blamed the Mayor
for this.
might have been
with advantage, ag for instance the
question of supplying Esquimalt, Oak
Bay and outside municipalities, as to
which nothing Wwas mentioned in his
report. y

The engineer said that he and  Mr.
Adams hag discussed the maztter of
supplying Oak Bay and other outside
points, and he (the engineer) had ad-
vised Mr. Adams that the city pro-
posed to apply for legislative authority
to sell these outside places water at so
much per gallon,

Ald. Vincent suggested that a copy
of Mr. Adams’ report on the water-
works project be sent to each property
owner.

The Mayor questioned whether it
would be read, as it was quite a lengthy
one.

It was decided that the following
question shall be put to vote in connec-
tion with the waterworks by-law,
namely:

“Shall the corporation of the city of"

Victoria, in addition to the proposed
improvement to the Elk lake water
supply, take such immediate steps as
shall be necessary to secure an in-
crease of the city’s water suply from
Sooke, lake?”’

The general scheme of waterworks
improvements as ;‘Jecommended in Mr.
Adams’ report is &8 follows:

1. The metering of all services and
the sale of water hereafter exclusive-
1y by that method. .

2. ‘The continued use of the present
sources of water supply.

3. The improving of Elk lake and
the main pipe line, and Dairy Farm
pumping station, as follows:

(a) By raising the surface of the
lake at the point of outflow. three and
one-half feet and diverting into it, by
a system of ditches, additional drain-
age from the west,

(b) My increasing
present 16-inch pipe
Farm pumping station.

(c) By erecting at the Dairy Farm
pumping station & new horizontal,
cross-compound condensing crank and
fly wheel pumping engine having a ca-

the size of the
line to Dairy

pacity of four millions imperial gallons -

in 24 hours, against a pressure of 185
feet.

All of said improvements requiring
an expenditure of about $90,000.

4. The improvement of the distribu-
tion system by the addition of the
following structures:

(a) A distributing
Smith’s hill,

(b) An elevated tank at
the centre of the high service distriet.”

(¢) A new high service pumping
equipment on the site now in use.

(d) Furnishing and laying the fol-~
lowing pipe with requisite gatés and
fittings, 3,000 ft. 27 in. steel riveted;
4,000 ft. 24 in. steel riveted; 3,000 ft.
18 in. steel riveted; 382,750 ft. 12 in.
cast iron; 17,550 ft. 8 in. 12 in.
cast iron; 17,560 ft. 8 in. cast iron;
41,250 ft. 6 in. cast iron; 100,000 ft. 4 in.
cast iron.

(e) Taking up and relaying the fol-
lowing: 2,500 ft. 11 in., 10 in., 9 in., 8 in,,
7 in., cast iron pipe; 20,000 ft. 4 in. cast
iron pipe.

(f) Furnishing
meters.

The by-laws to provide for the build-
ing of an incinerator and the paving of
Govermment street were finally passed.

reservoir on

and placing 3,750

HOTEL KEEPER SENTENCED.

Portage la Prairie, Man., Dec. 30.—
John L. McEwen, hotel keeper at the
landing, was found guilty this morning
of indecent assault and sent to jail for
15 months at hard labor,

There were questions which .
put to Mr. Adams

1/
or near_~
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