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"MR. BOWSER AND y HIS “\ATAL
ACT.”

Apart altogether from its Impérial
aspect, the Japanese embroglio in Bri-
tish Columbia has assumed an inter-
esting phase. It virtually affects the
relations of our aggressive friend Mr.
Bowser, Attorney-Gerenal, etc.,, with
his chief, Premier McBride. The so-
called Natal Act, as our readers and
the public generally are well aware,
was introduced and thrust through the
Legislature by the forceful first mem-
ber for Vancouver, who is now also a
member of the government. As we
hav previously pointed out, this
measure was absolutely null and devoid
of virtue as far as any practical use-
fulness or utility was concerned. It ex-
pressly declared to be lawful the Ym-
migration it purported to declare un-
lawful. But it is not with the meas-
ure itself we are called upon to deal
at this stage. It is with the bona fides
of the action of Mr. Bowser as the pro-
fessed friend of the laboring classes—
with the hocus-pocus proceedings of
the ministers in their relations with the
members of the Legislative Assembly.
Either Mr. Bowser was himself de-
ceived—which is hardly credible—or de-
ceit was practised on him, sharp and
“cute” as he is, by his friend and pres-
ent colleague, the First Minister. There
could never have been any doubt in
the minds of any persons familiar with
constitutional procedure that the  as-
sent of the Lieut.-Governor was with-
held from the useless bill on the advice
of his responsible ministers. But if
there. were any doubts entertained by
any persons, such feelings have been
removed by recent disclosures. Mr.
McBride has admitted that His Honor
the Lieut.-Governor acted on his ad-
vice. There is corroborative evidence
of that admission. Either Mr. Bowser
was himself deceived or he connived to
deceive the public. If he was the vic-
tim of the superior political “fiinesse’” of
his chief, it is not likely that the At-
torney General, being such an  inde-
pendent gentleman and so very careful
of his honor, will consent to hold office
undeér Premier:McBride.. His resigna-

_ tion must be expected at any time. It

ought’ to come ‘suddenly. If the . pro-
cedure in connection with the so-call-
ed Natal Act was merely a piece of
political buncombe, in compléte har-
mony with the public career of the two
parties chiefly concerned, then of course
Mr. Bowser will hold office and assist
his chief in  hatching .other. shallow
schemes of a similar character. Doubt-
less 'we shall have a ‘word ' frém' the
parties in defence of their actions. That
word of defence will probably be -both
interesting and ingenious. °

INVENTION . AND :THE LABOR

PROBLEM.

The question of the shortage of fabor
is a serious one in British Columbia,
possibly vst as serious as the question
of whence the supply of labor shall be
drawn. But the matter is a perplexing
one. in all parts of the English- -speak-
ing world. The farmers of the prairies
are said to be embatrassed because
they cannot secure all the help they re-
quire in reaping their harvest. If we
consult thie advertising columns of any
of-the rural newspapers of Great Brit-
aifn it will be found that similar con-
ditions prevail in nearly all sections of
that country. -Although the mother
cbuntry is known to be teeming with
people anxious for the chance to hon-
éstly earn their bread, her farmers are
Still sbort of help. Iural life has lost
its attractions; the population is flock-
ing to the great cities, where, al-
though the allurements are greater
t6 the wmodern man, competition is
keener, and excessive competition is
the mother of poverty. These are condi-
tions which cannot be adjusted by the
resources at the command of states-
meén or economfsts, apparently. But
they are stimulating inventive genius.
British agriculturists have for years
been experimenting with various in-
ventions designed to relieve them from
the disabilities under which they have
been laboring. American harvesting
machisery has given them partial re-
lief. Ome reaper and binder will ac-
complish more in a day than was done
by a score of harvest. ‘“hands” a quar-
ter of a century or more ago. The dairy
farmer has up to-the present time been
relieved of practically none of ' the
Lurdens incidental to'his calling. Coun-
try maidegs have discovered more at-
tractive occupations than milking
cows. Boys have been pressed into
service for this duty; but even the
lads have departed from the way and
cannot be had at wages which leave
orofit for the distressed and embar-
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rassed dairyman. Orientals have not
invaded the British labor market—at
the best the remuneration is not high
enough to attract our fellow-subjects
in India, our allies in Japan, or our
plodding. patient neighbors 1\n China.
Consequently the British farmer was
in dire distress until an inventive
genius came to his aid and substituted
for the laborer who' had emigrated to
Canada or the Uhited Stafes a machine
which will milk from half a dozen to
a dozen cqows at a time—and in a
much shorter space than a pair of the
strongest and most active hands can
do it. Dairymen of British Columbia
complain that they also are in straits
because of the dearth and expense of
labor. They have advanced the price
of their products, city swellers claim,
beyond all reason because suitable as-
sistance cannot be procured at rea-
sonable remuneration. They should in-
vestigate the subject of these milking
machines. If there is one country on
the face of the globe in which it would
pay to instal such labor-saving de-
vices, it is British Columbia. They
ought to prove of great assistance in
solving the labor problem here.

BRITISH SKILL AND ENTERPRISE.

The great Hner Lusitania is
ploughing her way across the Atlantic.

now

Unless something happens to her tuf-
bine machinery, this new ocean grey-
hound will assuredly establish a new
record in the Atlantic ferry business
and make the British mercantile ma-
rine as supréme in the matter of speed
as it is now and long has been in every

other respect. The venture of the old

Cunard Company, notwithstanding

various experiments and apparent suc-
lcesses with the new system of marine
propulsion, is still a doubtful one. The
Lusitania’s engines are not exactly of
the same type as those which have
been successful in eross-channel and
coasting steamers plying in the waters
of Great Britain. ‘Thé rate of scpew
revolutions has been reduced to meet
the requirements of a great ocean liner,
the size of the propellers being cor-
respondingly increased. Although there
is little doubt that the inventor of the
turbine has produced a machine in
which he has dabsolute confidence of
meeting all the requirements of a ves-
sel costing spme millions of pounds,
still there is suffi¢gient doubt about the
undertaking to excite a gréat deal of
curiosity and interest. These feelings
are not likely to be léssened by the
fact that while German and other com-
panies which have entered with zest
into competition for the blue ribbon of
the Atlantic have given orders for the

L sonal inspection. The message was de-

construction of ships larger and faster
than any now in their service, 1ot one
of thé monsters will be fitted with tur-
bines. It will be some years before the
ships ordered will be placed in com-
mission. Co!;sequently, it is apparent
they are content to let the British com-
pany maintain its supremacy for a con-
siderable number of years. Whatever
experience may be gained by the opera-
tion, of the great Cunarders they will
profit by, Jjust as ‘the construction of
the British battleship Dreadnought was
followed by the. laying down of ‘“Im-
proved” Dreadnoughts in various other
national shipyards.! Britqns may. -be
slow in some respects compared with
their neighbors, but in marine archi-
tecture and marine engineering they
still lead the world. 'They were the
first to. harness ‘“aquatic vapor” and
utilize it for practlcal purposes on land
and water; and they .are still stirring
up economic revolutions with turbines
and kindred inventions.

Canadian Courier: The comments of
United States papers on our affairs ére
sometimes perplexing. The $an Fran-
cisco “Argonaut,” which. is the most
“clipped from” weekly on the contin-
ent and a boon to many exchanges re-
marks regarding our First Minister:
“Prfemier Laurier’s enthusiastic wel-
come home by thousands of} people in
Ottawa, after hig visit to London and
the conference of colonial premiers,
gives the impression of a republican
more than a monarchical form of gov-
ernment in Canada.” Now, what does
our California contemporary mean?  Is
it republican to be énthusiastic? Was
it not a United States orator who de-
clared that a republic is always un-
grateful? Canada is assuredly a de-
mocracy, but a right loyal one, and if
His Majesty King Edward VII. should
happen to come to Ottawa or Toromnto
his welcome would Jeave Pretorza Night

naught but a very-back number.  Be-
cause we know how to welcome a Pre-
mier, who may have political opponents
but no personal enemies, we are not to

be written down republican.
T » =

“Naval men in England,” says Syd-
ney Brooks in Harpers Weekly, ‘“‘and
not naval men only, have learned with
the deepest interest of the decision, if
decision it be, of the American govern-
ment to transfer the bulk of its naval
forces from the Atlantic to the Pacific.
The move is regarded over here as be- |
ing equally significant and reasonable.
It is reasonable, because it obeys the |
compulsion of facts, and is, at least,
as much the ‘inevitable pr{)duct of cir-
cumstances ag was the British scheme
of nava_‘lv reorganization and redistribu-
It is sig- |

tion two or three years ago.
nificant, because it implies, or at least |
foreshadows, a definite change of front |

in American policy, and a recognitlorﬁ

of the new direction that American in-
terests are likely to takeé'in the future.

Americans have always seemed to

Englishmen to look somewhat too ex-

| Still Affects the Mines of Interior—Out-

| ending this e\emng
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clusively north and south for the signs
of international complications. They
have been' occupied with the problems
of the Caribbea, with the fate of vari-
ous West Indian islands, with South
America and the Monroe Doctrine,
with little incidental questions that
have arfsen through the proximity of
Canada and Newfoundland. These
were all natural and legitimate sources
of anxiety. But for a decade and more
it has been apparent to European on-
lookers that they did not and could
not cover the whole field of American
interests, and that the United States
was engrossed in them to the exclusion
of other interests that were inexorably
growing up on the other side of the
continent and in the other ocean. Am-
erica, so it seemed, had not yet work-
ed round to the realization of the geo-
graphical facts of her position. It had
apparently not occurred to her that she
faced the Pacific as well as the Atlan-
tic, and that, while vigilant in fencing
round her front yard, she possessed
and was neglecting a back door that
opened into a world of which she knew
nothing and seemed to care less. What
the transfer of the fleet from the At-
lantic to the Pacific amounts to, in
English opinion, is that America has

discovered her back door.”
* = =

It is now sald that but for the strike
of telegraphers in the United States
the Quebec bridge disaster would not
have happened. The engineer in New
York, we are told, had been informed
that a weakness had developed in the
structure. He promptly telegraphed to
cease work .until he had made a per-

layed in transit: hence one of the most
deplorable tragedies in the history of
Canada. Whether ‘there be any foun-
dation for the story or not, there is no
question that the individual who can
devise a means of putting an end to
all industrial strife would be a great
public benefactor. Nearly all such con-
troversies are entered upon by the par-
ties principally concerned with hur-
rahs and light hearts. Occasionally
ground is galned; but whether the ad-
vance is sufficient.to justify the suffer-
ing and privation and the disorganiza-
tion of households and family life
which follow in the wake of the ma-
jority of such disputes is a question
for wise labor leaders to carefully con-
sider. The scheming demagogue is
neither mentally nor morally concerned

about such trivialities.
L - =

The very courteously conducted con-
troversy on the historic episcopacy and
other matters theological has_ been
quite interesting, to marry\' doubtless
profitable; but it threatens to get be-
yond bounds and degenerate into - a |
discussion: which would be thé reverse
of profitable and might be productive
of ill-feeling in this tolerant West. The
Times is in receipt of some communica-
tions which are probably not in-
tended to, but certainly would have
the effect of, stirring up ill-feeling. We
cannot publish them.

THE WATERWAYS
OF PRINCE RUPERT

Department of Marine and Fisheries
Has Provided Man_y Aids
to Navigation.

An average depth of from twenty-five
to fifty  fathoms of water in the harbor
of Prince Rupert is what _the
which the department of marine and fish-
eries is just finishing in that port, has

|
(From Monday's Daily.) - g
|
|

survey

disclosed. The shallowest water for an-
chorage at any peint is about fifteen
fathoms.

“The Lusitania could sieam right into
Prince Rupert in the middle of the night,”
says W. J. Stewart, of Ottawa, hydre-
graphic surveyor of the department of
marine and fisheries, who completed a
visit of inspection to the new city, com-
ing into Victoria last night, ‘for not only
i§ there ample water, but there are two
lighthouses, and half a dozen blinkers
flashing at different points, which make
the task of bringing a ship im a compara-
tively simple matter.”

Nature of course provided the water,
but the department which Mr. Stewart
1'¢preeem.s\ls responsible for the thorough
lighting of the harbor, and for the equal-
ly thorough survey of the port which has
been carried out this summer under the
direction of Capt. Musgrave, and through
the employment of shore camps and two
launches.

This work is now complete or practic-
ally 'so, fer while the Dominion govern-
ment has been charting the inner waters,
H. M: S. Egeria has been carrying out a
similar work in the approaches and outer
channels. The coast is now well survey-
ed down as far as the mouth of the
Skeena. |

It is for the enlargement of the nautical !
information now being ootained that the
new steamer i{s now being built at Esqui-
malt. Mr. Stewart has visited the ship-
vard and i§ well satisfled with the char-
acter of the work, although, for differ-
ent reasons; progress has not been as
rapid as the department would like. The
department has now granted an exten-
sion of time umi! the end of the year,
and hopes that the contractors will be
able to give this fine vessel to the water
early in 1908. She will probably be under
| the command of Capt. Musgrave, R. N.

THE COKE SHORTAGE.

put for the Wesek.

Rossland, B. C,, Sept 7.—The mining |
situation .continues about the same as !
last week, with output of mines kept
down on account of shortage of coke,
Following are shipments for the wee
Centre Star, 3,030 |
tons; Le Roi, 1,020; Le Roi Two, 350;
total for the week, 4,400, and for the |
yvear, 184,183 tons.

Trail smelter received 4,848 tons dur-
| ing the week, while Le Roi smelter at
Northport received 1,020 tons during the

same period.
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most lavish secale.

derfully popular.

cluding a wonderful scope of ideas.

of the manufacturers’ skill.

Starts To-Morrow

UTUMN Ib HERE, and, as is our custom, we have made great preparations for this

great event. ’i‘he display of Fascinating Headwear is indeed of wondrous charm, in-
Everything in millinery this Season is done on a
Be that as it may, through the discretion of artistic designers, who are
careful to use materials of the highest order and to employ color schemes of perfect ensemble,
the large hat in its various interpretations is beautiful to look upon, while the medium-sized
hat has received ifs rightful amount of attention.

The subject of color is particularly attuned to the Autumn time.
ing nature takes on seems to be reflected in the magnificent effects brought out in products
" Not only is there inspiration for rich color effects this fall, but
the wide character of the materials admits a width of positive tones and hues which are not
becoming to fabrics of more delicate tissue.

Purple and brown shades are the most popular colors this fall.
introduce purple and brown in the effective manner in which it is brought to play in the new
fall millinery which is shown here.
Flowers on this season’s hats are a leading fashion ; the idea of massing the trimming
on the front crown is the fad of the hour, and such flowers—not the ordiuary kind, but start-
lingly new arrivals—have been successfully cultivated in the conservatory of millinery blossoms.

*  The aristocratic flower, the orchid, also the iris, are fashion’s favorites.
purple crocus is much beloved, because it has the particular purplish tints which are so won-

THE GBEATEST EVENT OF THE SEASON
rand Autumn Millinery Opening

The gorgeous color-

It is the acme of art to

Then, too, the

In fact, too much cannot be said in favor of the new fall styles which are

shown in our Millinery Department.
We, therefore, take great pleasure in callmg your attention to this grand and mag-
nificent opening, where we know you will find just the hat most suited to your taste.

|

coat 36 inches
collar

covered buttons;

double "box pleat
back. Price

TUME,
inlaid Wwith

throughout,

on side gores.
suitings

LADIES’ LIGHT GREY COSTUME,
long;
back, trimmed with stitched straps;
inlaid with black velvet and
self cuffs, single breasted with cloth
lined
with satin, twelve-gored skirt with
down

LADIES’ DOUBLE BREASTED COS-
cutaway Jjacket, 25
long,.fitted back, self collar and cuffs,

velvet,
fourteen-gored pleated
skirt, front and two side gores, with
bias matghed stripes, two self folds
Made in dark striped

WITH ENTHUSIASTIC VIGOR.

tight-fitting

throughout

front and

striped suitings.

inches

satin  lined

ting back;
collar and

LADIES SINGLE BREASTED SUIT,
cutaway coat 36 inches long,
vba.ck, button trimmed with imitation
vents, back and front trimmed with
black fancy weave braid,
pockets, velvet collar and self cuffs,
silk lined throughout.
gored . flared skirt, made in dark

Price ...

LADIES’ SINGLE BREASTED .COS-
TUME, coat 36 inches long, semi-fit-
outside
cuffs
with satin, skirt fifteen gored with
bhias fold around the bottom. Color,

brown check. Price .

O KEEP iN LINE WITH OUR GRAND MILLINERY OPENING we have decided to bring the mantle department
well to the front. This department is gaining in interest cach day.
in this superb gathering of ladies’ fall costumes.

fitted TUMES,

imitation

New fifteen-
LADIES’

-$35.00

velvet,

pockets;
lined

velvet inlaid with

throughout

Fashion’s latest tendencies are all correctly reflected

This season shows great changes both in style and fabric.
The lady who wishes to be in fashion will eertainly need a tailor-made suit, and especially when seeing those which are on
display on the 2nd floor (the floor of fashion,)
. This display of fall and winter costumgs represents a most critical selection from the very best and meritorious efforts of
phe most eminent and artistic designers.
In this grand showing you will ﬂnd variety, style and characier, in the highest degree.

LADIES’ SINGLE BREASTED COS-
small
check, three quarter length coat with
cutaway front,
trimmed with stitched straps, inlaid
black velvet collar, lined throughout
with black silk, fifteen gored pleated
skirt, with wide bias fold on bot-

throughout with black
fourteen gored, with double box pleat
front and back, and trimmed with
wide military braid to match

colors, blue and black. Pric$65,00

A Magnificent Showing of Ladies’ Fall Costumes

WITH THE OPENING OF QUR MILLINERY DEPARTMENT, THE SHOWING
IN OUR MANTLE DEPARTMENT IS STARTED AFRESH

black and white

tight fitting back

SINGLE BREASTED,
TIGHT FITTING COSTUME, three-
quarter length coat, vest

of black

trimmed with black silk
braid, and finished with silk buttons
and loops of braid, collar and cuffs

black : velvet,

satin,

lined
skirt

coat,

AMUSING INCIDENT,

Harriman Refuses to Be Interviewed
But Provides Reporters With
Copy.

New York, Sept. 9—E. H. Harriman,
who has just completed an extensive
tour of ,the Far West, was at his coun-
try home at Arden last night, when
two reportérs tried to interview him
regarding the revival of the question
of the size and the source of the cam-
paign fund used at the last national
election by the Republicans, which has
| again been taken up by several news-
papers here., Mr. Harriman positively
declined to see the men or discuss the
subgect.

The reporters had gone but a short
distance when a man came rushing
frem the Harriman house, ‘““What are

you trying to drive that way for?”
asked the man whom both recognized
as Mr. Harriman.. “You know that the
light in that position. blinds .both the
horses and the driver? Let me show
you hoW to fix it. It should be tied
to the shaft in this way.” Suiting the
action to the word, Mr. Harriman took
the lantern& crawled under the buggy
and with a’ bit of string fastened it
securely to the rhaft.

The men took advantage of the Op-
portunity to make another try for the
intervigw, but Mr. Harriman told them
that he made it an invariable rule not
to talk to reporters at his home and
that he could not do as they asked.

3

Pure acepylene is a clear, colorless gas,
having a sweet odor, the unpleasant
smell noticeable in tift gas as ordinarily

prepared being due to impurities.
{

THE KING'S MESSAGE.

Congratulates Uniled States’ Team on
Having Won Palma Trophy.

(Special to the Times).

Ottawa, Sept. 9.—The Governor-Gen-
eral has received from His Majesty,
King Edward, the following cable
under date of London, Septs 9th:
“Please offer my congratulations to the
United States team on winning the
Palma Trophy with such a record
score.”

President Roosevelt in reply to a tele-
gram of congratulations sent by the
Governor-General on Saturday has
telegraphed His Excellency from Oys-
ter Bay as follows: ‘I greatly appre-
ciate your congratulations. I believe
in rifle shooting as being much more
than mer<ly an attractive pastime, and

.

it should be encouraged in every pos-
sible way in all self-governing com-
monwealths. Therein international
contests like these do a real service.”

SOLDIERS MOB JAIL.

Desire to Release Comrade, but Are Me:
and Driven Back by Police.

Junction City, Kan., Sept. 9.—A mob o
nearly fifty soldiers of the Farrier's
School at Fort Riley came here about 10
o’clock yesterday morning for the pur-
pose of releasing a comrade who was con-
fined in the county jail. The sheriff and
city police force were notified of their
coming, and from positions in windows
above the jail opened fire, and quick
dispersed the mob as it sought to force
entrance. The authorities at Fort Rils
placed guards at the jail and are aidi 2
the effort to find the members of the mob
Two arrests have been made. No one was
hurt.
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