
A dearth of, early vegetables
fruit, such as Victoria has been in th 
habit of obtaining at this time of yeai 
from California, is threatened in th , 
city as well as in every city on 
Sound' dependent on the southern sup. 
dly. This is a result of the dévasta, 
tion wrought by earthquake and fiiv 
San Francisco. Even If merchant, 
the Bay City were now able to fill 
tiers', they are not in a position to ship 
the goods north as the regular steam
er service has been withdrawn 
business has been put upon a propei 
basis, and to bring fruit or vegetable 
north by rail would be next to an ; . 
possibility, for the prices would ha. 
reach a figure by the time the 
were landed here as to leave them 
most prohibitive. Oranges, howe 
may be mentioned as an . excepta 
They are usually handled in carlo,,,j 
lots and corne overland. Furtherm,» 
the supply on hand is said to be SUl:i 
ficent to. tide over the present eü 
tion. With regard to cabbages, 
flower, green peas and other 
vegetables, it may be a couple of 
or even-longer before the stock in tra 
can be replenished from California 

F. Sonley, local 
Stewart & Comp i 
in fresh fruit an
morning that he did not expect th 
there would be a general shortagle pos
sibly for thé next month. He though 
that even Seattle would suffer, because 
that city draws largely on California 
for her supplies. As for Victoria de
pending on the Seattle market, that he 
regarded as almost beyond considera
tion. When the duty would be added 
to the cost price, in addition to th- 
transportation charges, local 
tions on Seattle produce would place 
it almost beyond reach of the ordinary 
consumer.
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Mr. Wilson, of Wilson Bros., wlien 
asked as to how ’Frisco's misfortune 
would. effect the .wholesale 
business, said that the principal and 
about the only way in which 
would feel the trouble would be in th- 
dried fruit line. They had word from 
Rosenburg &. Company, a large pack
ing firm in San Francisco, that 
latter would be ready for business in 
a few days. But in the dried fruit lir 
Mr. Wilson explained most of the sun 
Plie? are kept In stock in places aroirmi 
the country side, so that from 
sources the company can draw a; 
time.

The Pacific Coast Steamship Com
pany have withdrawn their San Fran
cisco steamer service indefinitely, and 
the local agents have been advised not 
to accept freight or sell any mo- - 
tickets until further instructions ha 
been given.
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CALIFORNIA SUPPLY

HAS BEEN CUT OFT

As Result of the Earthquake—Pacific 
Coast Steamship Service Tempor

arily Withdrawn.

IN SEARCH OF GAME.

G. G. Cowan Left on Beatrice Sunday to 
Big Game Expedition.

C. G. Cowan, of Londonderry, Irelan 
left on the C. P. R. steamer Princes* 
Beatrice on Sunday for Hazelton, fro 
which place he will proceed to the head
waters of the Skeena river, through the 
Bulkley district, and then 
Rocky Mountains by way of the Yellow 
head or Pine Pass, in search of big gan 
for the Kensington museum, in London. 
England, says the Vancouver Province.

From Kamloops Mr. Cowan dispatch* < 
his head guide and a number of 
ten head of packhorses with his prov. 
sions and outfit, and these are due to ■>. 
rive at Hazelton inside of thirty-five day 
At Hazelton he will add several 
horses to his band, and will then 
mence his cross-country journey throng 
the mountains. He expects it will tal 
him about four months to make the 
to Edmonton, which is the point he 
present anticipates coming out at.

Mr. Cowan has not yet decided whi 
of• the two. passes mentioned he will u 
but- proposes touring through the P 
river country and other districts to uv 
north of Edmonton.
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This noted big game hunter will 
at a number of Hudson's Bay post - 
among them being Fort George, ai tiif 
headwaters of the Fraser river.

When Mr, Cowan . completes this trij- 
he will have travelled up every streat 
of any importance in British' Columtv 
the Yukon, and Alaska. The only str* 
he, has not «traversed to its origination 
this province is the Skeena river, 
has made sixty-six trips across the .a 
lantjc ocean and the C. P. R. to Van.-u 
yer, and is one of the best posted m-. 
on the geography of this province. La- 
year he passed .through Vancouver 
White Horse Territory, where, in a srn- 
boat, in company with a nephew f»‘: 
guides, he floated down the Yukon rr 
to the sea and was very successful, ho 
ing secured some very rare specimen *■ 
After reaching Nome he went north 
the Arctic ocean and captured sew: 
large Arctic bear, 
land by way of Seattle.

Mr. Cowan has hunted in almost ev. : 
country in the universe, including Soul 
Africa, Australia, Siberia and oth- 
famous hunting grounds, but says th; 
none have afforded him as much re a. 
sport as he has got right here in Britif- 
Columbia. He is very high in his praic 
of British Columbia, in fact the who 
Dominion. He says it is the finest com 
try in the world., bar none.

Mr. Cowan is a South African wo : 
veteran. He recruited a company in his 
own town and took them to the fron . 
where he commanded them all through 
the campaign. While at Kamloops a few 
days ago he was surprised to find one of 
the men .who belonged to his corps em
ployed in the car department of the C. P* 
R. there.

- Lord- Middleton, who is at present a 
guest at the Vancouver hotel, will S° 
north on the Beatrice about May 14th and 
join Mr. Cowan’s party.

He returned to If

R. T. SpohiT arid wife, of Str&tbcona. 
Alta., are in the city for a few days. They 
are guests at the St. Francis.

WE OFINVITATION TO THE KING. cessful efforts to preserve the peace 
among- all nattons. It has been truly 
observed t?y more than one recent con
stitutional writer that the Crown is to
day the strongest bond between the 
Motherland and British Empire beyond 
the teas. . The Crown at the present 
time represents more truly the dignity 
and greatness of the. Empire to all 
those who live in the dominions ber 
yond the seas than does the Parliament 
of the United Kingdom.”

If the feet of the leaders of either of 
the political parties In Canada are di
rected towards Washington, as has 
been suggested by a local authority 
which is occasionally afflicted with fits 
resembling the disease described by by
gone writers as “the vapours," the 
tongues of the aforesaid leading men 
must indeed be forked. One week ago 
Mr. Belcourt in Parliament, we gather 
from eastern exchanges, was greeted 
with rousing cheers on rising to move 
the resolution for an address assuring

theEven 'the doubtful Bourassa, 
thorn in the flesh of all loyalists of the 
purely professional type, took advan
tage of such a favorable opportunity to 
express hi* sentiments. He said none 
of His Majesty’s subjects in Canada 
would be better pleased to Welcome 
him than the French-Canadian Catho
lics of Quebec. Qne reason 
he was the personification of constitu
tional respect for all his liberty-loving 
subjects, and because he would be the 
last one in the whole Empire to uphold 
any policy or support any scheme by

the King of the loyalty and devotion 
of British subjects inhabiting British 
North America, and expressing the de
sire and hope that His Majesty would 
be pleased to honor them with 
presence of the Sovereign, that they 
may offer a personal tribute of 
wavering attachment to the Crown and j 
the government of the Empire and the ! which any section of the Empire would

! be deprived of any portion of its li
berty or authority.
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deep affection for His Majesty’s ' per- 
son. The approaching completion of 
the Quebec bride, the initial step and 
one of the great links of. the Transcon
tinental Railway, Mr. Belcourt said, 
afforded a fitting opportunity to witness 
the progress and development of the 
Dominion. The resolution concluded 
with a humble prayer that the King 
and Queen would lend their august 
presence on the occasion of the inau
guration of. the bridge. In moving the 
resolution containing this invitation, 
the Minister of Marine and Fisheries 
referred to the presence in the capital 
of Prince Arthur of Connaught, to 
whom the House extended a cordial 
welcome, and to the recent visit pf the 
Prince of Wales and to the visit 50 
years ago of the Prince of Wales, the 
present King, to Canada. Canadians 
of French as well as English origin, 
Mr. Belcourt said, desired earnestly 
the opportunity of expressing to His 
Majesty on Canadian soil their grate
ful recognition of the large share His 
Majesty had in bringing about the en
tente cordiale which now exists be
tween the Empire and France, and 
their loyal devotion and affection, and 
to receive from him in their national 
aspiration, hopes and achievements, 
that encouragement and approbation of 
which his august presence would con
stitute so eloquent and tangible an op- 
preciation. The part the King 
had taken in bringing closer together 
the two great branches of the Anglo- 
Saxon race had endeared him to the 
English-speaking people of the world. 
The contemplation of the well-known 
desire of the King for peace and good
will among nations led Mr. Belcourt to 
draw an eloquent picture of the alli
ance between Great Britain and that 
new empire in the Far East, whose re
cent great exploits and marvellous 
progress have astonished the world, 
the two greatest nations of Europe, 
Great Britain and France, and the 
two. greatest nations of America ; an 
alliance which, enpircling the world, 
would mean universal peace, with all 
the blessings that the term implied.

The resolution was seconded by Mr. 
Northrup, the Conservative member 
for East Hastings, Ont, in a few brief 
sentences also breathing deep senti
ments of loyalty to the Crown and de
votion to the person of the reigning 
monarch.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier had no doubt the 
House would respond cordially to the 
motion, and agreed that if Canada was 
honored by a visit from the King arid 
Queen, there could be no doubt what
ever the effects would be of a most 
happy nature. The Premier paid a tri
bute to the personal qualities which so 
well befit the King for his high sta
tion, and continued:

I THE TURBINE’S WEAK POINT.
m

To the superficial observer of the 
trend of events, bearing upon the prob
lem of economic propulsion of ocean
going steamships it has often appear
ed inexplicable why practical-minded 
marine men seemed to regard the 
steam turbine with misgivings. The 
invention of the Englishman Parsons 
seemed to be a pronounced success, 
judging from the reports that appear
ed in the British newspapers. The tests 
applied to the engines of the new type 
fitted in all the coastwise vessels Were 
perfectly satisfactory within the limits 
of the knowledge of observers whose 
conclusions were necessarily 
upon apparent results. Applied to 
machinery for the generation of elec
tric currents the turbine had proved its 
efficiency find economy beyond ques
tion. It bad triumphantly borne the 
criticism of friend and foe alike in this 
class of work wherever it had been in
stalled in Europe and America. But, 
notwithstanding the success the tur
bine has gained in the propulsion of 
vessels of small and of medium size, 
and despite its proved economy and 
efficiency as a stationary engine, there 
yet lingers some doubts in the minds 
of intensely practical engineers as to 
whether it will sustain its reputation 
when the final test shall be applied in 
the task of driving ships of the largest 
class through the water. Parsons evi
dently believes he has eliminated all 
the weaknesses in his system which 
caused so many steamship men to 
stand afar off and await for. further 
proof before investing their millions 
in what they obviously regarded as 
more or less of an experiment. The 
public will understand what We mean 
when we point out that the officials of 
the C. P. R. hesitated about equipping 
their splendid new ships with turbines 
because they believed the system was 
still in its experimental stages when 
they gave their orders to the British 
shipbuilders. But the British govern
ment seems to be satisfied that the 
period of experimentation has passed, 
or it would not venture to equip all its 
warships now in course of construc
tion with turbines. However, an ex
periment will soon be made which will 
settle all doubts respecting the merits 
of the new type of engines. The new 
Cunarders, now approaching comple
tion, are the largest vessels ever 
placed upon stocks, and they will be 
propelled by turbines. If the success 
of this form of machine had not been 
pretty well assured neither the share
holders of the company nor the British 
government, which is practically a 
partner in the' enterprise, would have 
venture'd to embark the many millions 
represent in the cost of the ships 
in a scheme of doubtful practicability. 
The Scientific American, in a recent
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“Since His Majesty has succeeded to 
the throne it is nothing more than his
torical truth to say that on one or two 
occasions he has simply preserved the 
peace of Europe, and that but for his 
happy interference probably we would
have seen a conflagration such as we , , ...
saw a few years ago in the Orient. 16sue’ explained some of the points in 
Perhaps the conflict would have been i which the turbine had apparently fail- 
transferred from the Orient to the 
plains of Europe. I also anticipate that 
his visit would have a desirable effect 
upon our relations with our neighbors.
There is no need of any visit of this 
kind to strengthen the bond of Em
pire between Great Britain and her 
colonies, and especially between Great 
Britain and Canada. We would not be 
any more loyal than we are to-day if 
the King were to honor us with his 
presence, and we will not be any less 
loyal if he should fail to accept our 
invitation. But I believe it is the opin
ion of all who sit in this House that 
it the King were to visit Canada—and 
he could not visit Canada without vis- '
Ring the United States also—the effect 
would be to bring more closely" to
gether than they are at the present

-time—and they are closer than ever be- ; gradually been narrowed down, until, 
fore-^two great branches of the Anglo- 
Saxon race on both sides of the Atlan-
tice.”
'The Premier suggested that per

haps it would be preferrable not to 
limit the visit of His Majesty to any
thing in particular, but simply to in
vite their Majestiès to visit Canada, 
quite irrespective of this or any other 
event. .

Mr. R. L. Borden, leader of the op
position, expressed hearty concurrence 
with the sentiments uttered by the 
Premier and the mover and seconder.
“It is," he said, "sincerely to be hoped 
that Canada shall have the privilege 
and honor of a visit from their gra
cious Majesties. What the Prime Min
ister has said in regard to the services 
of King Edward in making for the 
peace of the world is undoubtedly true.
In days gone by there were those who 
thought that the influence and power 
of the Crown had absolutely disappear
ed, but this is to be said: that His 
Ifajesty the King, while in every re
spect acting the part of a constitution
al, Monarch, has nevertheless been of 
the utmost service not only to the Em
pire but to the whole world in his
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ed to realize expectations. Our con- 
temparary no doubt correctly expresses 
the technical viewpoint when it says:

“The great activity shown by the 
British ship and engine builders in the 
development of the steam turbine is 
giving to the world, very rapidly, im
portant data on the question of the 
efficiency of the new prime mover. So 
long as the ships were small, and 
small-sized propellers and high speed 
of revolution were possible, the turbine 
shows a truly astonishing gain of 
economy over the reciprocating en
gine; but with the increase in size of 
ships and propejfers, the margin of 
economy between the two types has
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; in the last turbine steamships, it has

.1 Si practically disappeared. This is due 
to the fact that the reduction in size, 
weight, space occupied and fuel con
sumption of the turbines in the earlier 
vessels, was due largely to the high 
speed of revolution that was possible. 
But since the turbine and the propel
ler are on one and the same shaft, 
there came a time, as the ships grew 
larger, when the speed of revolution 
had to be kept down in order to main
tain propeller efficiency. The efficiency 
of the propeller increases with the di
ameter and with the decrease of revo
lutions; whereas it is just the contrary 
with the turbine, whose efficiency in
creases with increase of revolutions 
and with a decrease of the diameter of 
the drum.

“It is» because of these fundamental 
principles that some of the recent tur
bine-driven ships of the larger size 
have not shown such favorable results 
in sea service as they did on trial. Of 
course, all ships fall off somewhat, in 
their regular sea service, from the
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ANOTHER SHO
AT SAN

HUMBER OF WEAK:
WALLS

Distribution of Food 1 
Commissiary Depart ml 

sary Provisions

San Francisco, A pi 
O’clock this afternoon a 
quake was felt. It I 
minute; and cause) 
alarm, though no one 
number of walls of a 
•which were still stan| 
condition were thrown 
buildings were considel 
but the damage done 

The shock was also 
and Berkeley, but ini 
was very slight, and C

MEETING OF THE 
GENER.

San Francisco, Apri 
eral executive meeting 
Mason the special id 
and the measures the 
ered were thoroughly 
question of martial la 
sidëred. The matter 
tion was finally and q 
over to the commissal 
charge Of Major Devoj 
committees reported.

At the meeting werj 
General Greeley. G1 
Secretary Metcalf, Gd 
and representatives i 
tee. The entire assq 
message to Governor 
they stated their reqj 
session of the legislaj 
sons of such requests 
ed it with another ml 
a prompt reply.

The feature of pa 
calamity law, empowj 
circulate enough boni 
struction of San F raj 
ly explained. The on 
ent was that by all rj 
should- be called, anj 
sary calamity laws I 
It was shown that t] 
be less than three tl 
day.

The food committel 
All Necessary!

were on hand and I 
Said they were even I 
provisions. Perishabl 
trouble. Mayor Schl 
telegram which waJ 
the entire United Stl 
sources of relief to ■ 
Ing perishable food a 
should be limited tol 

General,. -, Greeley I 
Schmitz that the arrl 
anxious to do all in I 
lief measure now bel 
as a supplement to I 
petitioned the muniel 
realize the fact that! 
overtaxed: that thejl 
to cover too wide I 
and that they have! 
power to attend tol 
been assigned to the 
even offered a corpsl 
the committee was ul 
phatic in responding! 
co is "well able to I 
Beautiful," which a 
build.

Secretary Metcalf I 
with relief eontribJ 
been unable to com! 
record to date. hJ 
Ject of contribution!

Conditions Are!
and come so rapidly! 
been unable to more 
Mayor Schmitz esl 
total to be between! 
lion, but I feel reascl 
total is above six ml

The total amount! 
up to and includl 
84th, as reported bjl 
finance, was $2,3(1 
amount $2,115,716.0® 
town sources, whill 
Scriptions amountec! 
figures are considJ 
those published uni 
occasions, but thel 
takes cognizance ol 
Scriptions, of whicll 
Itely informed.

Twelve thousand I 
daily at St. Mary's! 
Nes avenue, a reli™ 
by Rev. Father Hal 
by him as ehairmal 
This is perhaps thel 
most systematical!™ 
in the city. Distri! 
cording to the numl 
Nine sub-institutiol 
find it is being arrsl 
tions to give out fl 
Is given out at I 
Fourteen members I 
charge of the varifl 
work.

The Southern Pal 
stated that their 
ber of people who ■ 
to 10 o’clock this ■ 
Of this number 50. (■ 
turned. Travel oil 
been steadily

Falling Off 
since yesterday, ail 
Francisco bay up ti 
In excess of the noj 
donation of E. H. 
tribution of the So 
Pany to the suffe; 
Francisco is figun 
prominent officials

In accounting foj 
that
charge represented 
the free hauling of 
to about $650,000.

The military aut: 
ton have been full: 
tions prevailing he 
ties of registering t 
remain within th 
have been fully exj 
to the military seg 
ton.
ley has télégraphe

passenger tr:
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sonera, doubtless upon some technical 
point he hoped to insert between the 
bars in order, to pry his way out again.

• * e

The British Columbia Council of 
Public Instruction ' has effectually 
squared its accounts with Miss Camer- 

. We have no comment to make on 
the transaction at the present time ex
cept to sgy that in our opinion the au
thorities in taking such action have 
been very ill-advised. Whatever fail
ings as an Individual Miss Cameron 
may have, she has gained a wide repu
tation as a -teacher, and the majority 
of those who know her believe that in 
demanding ah investigation into the 
drawipg-boqk matted she was acting in 
the Interests of the school children. 
The suspension of her certificate, which 
carries with it deprivation of the ordin
ary means of ' earning a livelihood, will 
gain Miss Cameron the sympathy even 
of those who disagreed with her in the 
late controversy. The action of the 
educational authorities is indiscreet 
from any point of vjew; it is tyranni
cal and unjust from the standpoint of 
the most uncompromising believer in 
the maintenance of “discipline.”
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FURTHER TROUBLE
BREWING IN RUSSIA

It Is Believed that Preparations are 
Being Made For a General 

Uprising. ■:?

St. Petersburg, April 25.—The politi
cal situation has suddenly 
threatening, the publication yesterday 
of the draft of the new “fundamental 
law,” or “constitution” of Russia has 
aroused a storm of indignation and 
amidst the present general distrust of 
the government’s motives has furnish
ed the stimulus needed to solidify the 
entire opposition in parliament.

The real dangerous element in the 
situation, however, is not in the atti
tude of the Liberals but in the possi
bility of another upheavel from be
tween at the very moment when the 
intellectual forces of the country had 
been united. For some time the social 
democrats and other proletariat organ
izations have been trying to arrange 
a general uprising to coincide with the 
convocation of parliament, but appar
ently they are making no headway. 
Now, however, a great movement 
among idle workmen of the capital 
who number 42,600 has come to the sur
face and there is more than a suspicion 
that their movement is simply a cover 
for real uprising, which is being or
ganized behind it. A council of men 
out of work has sprung into existence 
like the famous workmen’s council 
which directed the big strike of last 
fall. Proclamations have been issued 
calling upon all workmen to support 
the men out of work who demand that 
the city within a week shall put them 
to work upon the .construction of new 
streets, bridges and railroads, for which 
$4,000,000 has been appropriated. The 
men out of work also announce that 
they will send a delegation of 87 rep
resentatives to the city council to
night to receive answer of the munici
pality.

There is a striking analogy between 
methods now adopted by the workmen 
and those preceding “Red Sunday,” 
January 22nd, 1905, and many people 
believe that they seen in the new or
ganization the hand of Father Gapon. 
All trace of the former priest has been 
lost. The holy synod officially denies 
that he is sequestered in a monastery 
and he may be the directing mind be
hind the scenes of the drama which is 
being unfolded. The headkeeper of the 
local prison has received a letter sign
ed by two workmen’s leagues warning 
him that the prisoners will be liberat
ed May 10th.

grown

THE SEIZED LOGS.

Through L. G. McFhilHps, K. C„ the 
nominal legal representative of R. 0. 
Skinner, timber inspector, but really the 
representative of the provincial authori
ties, the government Tuesday morning 
gave an undertaking to Chief Justice 
Gordon Hunter that it would not confis
cate the seized Emerson logs until the 
legality of the seizure had been passed 
upon by the courts, says the Vancouver 
Province.

The government did not desire to give 
this undertaking, but His Lordship point
ed out that in three days’ time the thirty- 
day period of grace (during which the 
owner of the logs is entitled to attempt 
to recover them) would expire, and he 
declared that unless the matter was left 
in statu quo he would give a judgment 
offhand.
was not desirable from the point of view 
of the crown, and the undertaking was 
given.

As the case stands at present, A. D. 
Taylor, for J. S. Emerson, owner of the 
seized logs, which are worth approxi
mately $7,000, and Mr. McPhillips, for the 
government, will submit authorities to 
His Lordship the Chief Justice on law 
points. The dispute will be fought out 
largely qn the question of whether the 
Timber Manufacture Act, under which 
the seizures were made, applies or A 
not apply. '

The action, mown on the records 
that of Emerson, vs. Skinner, was brought 
to the attention of the Chief Justice tin 
Tuesday morning on an application by 
Mr. McPhillips to have set aside the or
der of replevin, which was several weeks 
ago secured by Mr. Taylor. This order 
was never executed, as the plaintiff was 
content to allow the government to re
main in possession of the logs till the 
legality of the seizure was determined. 
Mr/ McPhillips did not obtain his desired 
order, and the writ of replevin still 
exists.

The whole point at issue is the deter
mination of the. terms of that section of 
the act which provides that “all timber 
cut on ungranted lands of the crown, or 
on lands of the crown which shall here
after be granted, shall be used in this 
province? etc.” If the word “cut” is 
prospective the government loses, and if 
it is retrospective Mr. Emerson loses. It 
is the contention of Mr. Taylor that as 
the seized logs were cut before the act 
was passed its terms are not applicable 
in this instance, and that they only hold 
good in respect to logs cut after the pas
sage of the act.

Should the courts determine that the 
act does not apply, Timber Inspector 
Skinner, who made the seizures, would 
be left in an assailable position, but 
doubtless the government, which ordered 
his action, would stand behind him.

Apparently such a judgment
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effect upon the future of a city built 
up by energies of the most energetic 
element of a nation renowned for its 
aggressive energy and determination, 
there were insinuations that the ill- 
fortune of San Francisco would re
dound to the good fortune of centres 
farther north and more free from juch 
ill-timed and unfortunate visitations. 
Seattle was determined that Tacoma 
should not be advertised as more gen
erous in her gifts to the unfortunates 
than her northern rival. All sorts of 
efforts, legitimate an illegitimate, were 
made to centralize the work of relief 
in certain places In the evident belief 
that a certain amount of eclat would 
thus be gained and the fortunes of the 
wire-pullers enhanced in a degree cor
responding to the amount of advertis
ing.

Even our esteemed friends in Van
couver, with their usual foresight and 
timely discrimination, availed them
selves of the opportunity to announce 
by wire and otherwise that they were 
in the centre of most direct communi
cation with San Francisco, and that if 
any persons remote from the coast had 
money to spend in relief work, they 
would see that it was laid out to the 
best advantage and the resultant pro
ducts forwarded with the greatest 
celerity. Thus the extremity of the 
distressed on the one hand and the 
ignorance of the generous-minded on 
the other were taken advantage of for 
the evident purpose of doing a stroke 
of business and gaining prestige at the 
same time.

it may he said that all these manifes
tations of enterprise are perfectly 
legitimate, and that if Victorians had 
been as wide-awake as their neighbors 
they could have been in the forefront 
of the aggressive procession. Perhaps 
that is so; but the whole course of 
events appears to us in exceeding bad 
taste, and if Victorians had been as 
active as their neighbors we should not 
have hesitated to express the opinion 
we now set forth. If our fortunes can
not be laid upon other foundations 
than the misfortunes of our neighbors, 
we ought to be content to remain as 
we are and to be forever known as thé 
somnolent, contented inhabitants of a 
sleepy, contended city, which, despite 
its many disadvantages, is still the 
most attractive spot on the continent 
of America.

THE SUN AS A COMMERCIAL 
ASSET.

The paramount idea in the minds of 
the people of Victoria at the present 
time is unquestionably what can be 
most effectually done to advance and 
develop the interests of the community 
as a whole. Associations have been 
formed, composed of the most enter
prising and energetic of our citizens, 
to consider this matter and to develop 
it on profitable lines. Possibly it has 
never entered the thoughts of most of 
us that in the rays of the sun, having 
freer course than in almost any other 
portion of the northern regions of this 
continent, combined with the constitu
tion of the atmosphere peculiar to 
Vancouver Island, may be found one 
of the most valuable of our natural 
assets. And yet this idea has been in
dustriously and indefatigably set forth 
by at least one gentleman in this city 
who has had special opportunities for 
investigation and for turning the re
sults of his studies to personal advan
tage.

Sunlight in abundance is one of the 
most important elernents entering into 
the production of fruit and flowers. 
The strawberries raised on this section 
of Vancouver Island, as is well known 
to fruit culturists, are of firmer tex
ture, richer coloring, finer flavor and 
more enduring qualities than the same 
varieties of fruit produced in other sec
tions not so highly favored in respect 
to atmospheric conditions. This is a 
fact that has been demonstrated not 
only in theory but in a practice by the 
demands in the markets of neighboring 
communities.

But it is not in fruit alone that our 
superior climate creates special quali
ties in the value of our productions. 
The authority to whom we have refer
red has discovered other lines in which 
the elements can be turned to special 
advantage. Possibly there are others 
who have pursued independent investi
gations and are profiting from the re
sult of their labors without letting their 
left hand know what their right hand 
is accomplishing.

It will be news to most of us, per
haps startling to the world, to be in
formed that in the cultivation of bulbs 
we can give points to the phlegmatic 
Hollanger and still lead him in his own 
special and peculiar industry. And yet 
it appears to be a fact. It has hitherto 
been the opinion that the Dutchman in 
his special lands stolen from the sea 
could beat the world in the production 
of tulips. Mr. Wallace tells us that in 
the open air of Victoria he can produce 
bulbs of greater variety, of just as good 
quality and in greater numbers than 
can the Hollander in his reclaimed 
tidal lands. He says the proof is ready 
for all who care to investigate. The 
reason for this condition of manifest 
advantage is to be found in the cli
mate. For a considerable portion of 
the year the soil of Holland is frozen
up, the bulb is in its winter quarters, 
and makes no progress. Here it is in 
a state of almost perpetual activity, 
multiplying itself and turning out on 
the average at least one crop a year 
more than in the land of its origin. 
Hence it is contended, and apparently 
with reason, that in the production of 
flowers of all varieties we have an ad
vantage in our sunny climate which is 
bound to place us in the van of all 
competitors and secure to us—provided 
we have the spirit \to take advantage of 
our opportunities—the rapidly increas
ing markets of the West.

The heat of the sun, we are told, is 
the source of all life. Applied to the 
soil of the prairies, this heat produces 
the finest wheat grown. Intelligently 
applied, it can be made to bring forth 
something just as valuable in this 
western island, something that will re
sult in just as great a demand, and 
something that may be just as prolific 
a source of wealth. This fact should 
not be forgotten in advertising the re
sources of our “tight little island.”

The authorities of California have 
evidently become tired of George D. 
Collins's torrential flow of words, for 
they have at last consigned that vol
uble verbal hairsplitter to the place to 
which he belongs. When last 
just before the prison doors 
closed upon him, the gifted limb of the 
law was haranguing his fellow-pri-
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and town sites along the routé, how
ever, and as the Grand Trunk Pacific 
Company is not to, receive an acre of 
land from the fédéral government or 
from any of the provincial govern
ments other than the government of 
British Columbia save and except the 
right of way, it-Will" be interesting to 
note the manner in which they are 
dealt with and what steps the various 
governments will take to preserve the 
interests of the people in the "unearned 
increment” which will assuredly be the 
consequence of the construction of the 
road. Our provincial administration, 
although it possessed advantages none 
of the other administrations will pos
sess in that it had the foreshore rights 
of what will one day be a great sea
port as well as an important land ter
minus to dispose of, secured nothing 
but that which it could not give away 
under the land laws. If the other prov
inces interested do not do better within 
their more limited sphere we shall bé 
very much surprised, and it will not be 
because they have not been warned 
that better bargains are expected of 
them. In à recent issue the Toronto 
Globe remarks:

“The iettirig of two important con
tracts on the Eastern division of the 
Rational Transcontinental Railway— 
one of 245 miles in Ontario, and the 
other of 150 miles in Quebec—suggests 
the advisability of promptly making 
legislative provision for securing to 
the general public of these two prov
inces a fair share of the financial ad
vantage produced by the massing of 
population in certain localities to form 
towns or cities. Like action should be 
taken along the line of the Western 
division by the Dominion government, 
which controls the lands it traverses. 
It is not at all too late for the Ontario 
government to secure from the legisla
ture this session the necessary author
ity to select sites, lay out plots, and 
adopt measures to draw into the pro
vincial treasury a large part of the 
gains that have heretofore generally 
gone into the pockets of private specu
lators. There will be no objection from 
any quarter to a new departure so 
manifestly reasonable. A dozen useful 
public purposes would be served, and 
the repetition of many old-time evils 
and injustices avoided, by the govern
ment co-operating in the wise selection 
of station sites and securing to the 
public the increment of town site 
values created by the public expendi
ture on public railways.”

figures of speed and economy obtained 
on trial; but the discrepancy has been 
very much larger in the case of tur
bine-driven ships of the larger size 
than it has in ships driven by reci
procating engines. Observations of a 
large number of wéll-designed twin- 
screw reciprocating-engine vessels has 
shown that the effective propeller 
thrust at sea, compared to the results 
qn the trials, was as about 1 to 1.25, 
whereas, according to an English au
thority, in the turbine vessel, the ratio 
was in one case as 1 to 2.25. It has be
come evident that a still further modi
fication must be made of the ratio of 
diameter and speed of the propeller 
and its turbine; and we shall look to 
see the size of propellers increased in 
order to insure that when a ship is be
ing driven into heavy head seas they 
will develop sufficient thrust to hold 
the vessel up to its work.”

COST OF THE G. T. P.

Forty millions of dollars is a trifle 
light as air to the mind of an opposi
tion critic when he is discussing the 
question of the construction of the 
Grand Trunk Pacific railway. We are 
told it will cost the country anywhere 
from one hundred and ten to one hun
dred and fifty millions to complete the 
new transcontinental road. It will cost 
the country just the interest for seveg 
years on a good deal smaller sum than 
the engineers estimated for the build
ing of the line. Some of the contracts 
have already been let to competent 
constructors for millions less than was 
originally estimated, so that it is pos
sible to anticipate a much lower cap
ital cost for the whole work than the 
estimate originally laid before parlia
ment. This development is evidently 
rankling in the minds of Conservatives 
and promoting additional bitterness in 
their hearts, because they in the first 
instance opposed the undertaking, later 
suggested that the eastern section was 
a wasteful and useless scheme, 
and finally placed themselves on record 
in favor of the government construct
ing and operating the whole line, use
less eastern end and all. At the end 
of seven years the liability of tl 2 

Dominion will entirely cease, inasmuch 
as the Grand Trunk Pacific Railway 
Company, which has undertaken to 
operate the railway through the alleg
ed barren region, has undertaken to 
pay the interest on the total cost of 
construction, to maintain it in a thor
ough arid up-to-date manner, and to 
expend a very large sum in the pur
chase of rolling stock. The penalty at
tached to failure to live tip to the terms 
of the agreement is practically confis
cation of the whole line, so that it is 
extremely probable the practical rail
way men who are parties to the con
tract understand what they are about, 
and have no misgivings respecting the 
tiltimate success of the project.

It is contended that the real design 
of Mr. Hays, being an American like 
his brothers who manage the C. P. R., 
is to divert all the traffic of the North
west to the old Grand Trunk lines, 
which have important connections in 
the United States. That was evidently 
the original intention of the company, 
as its proposition in the first instance 
was an extension from its present 
western terminus in Ontario to the 
wheat fields of the Northwest. It was 
to prevent this diversion and to open 
up northern Canada generally from the 
Pacific to the Atlantic that the scheme 
insisted upon by the government was 
finally adopted. The compar^y cannot 
expect to make the local business de
veloped as a result of the construction 
of the extern section of the line pay 
the cost of operation and interest on 
the bonds for several years after it is 
open for traffic. It must consequently 
utilize it for the transportation of the 
products of the West, and there is not 
the slightest doubt that at the rate at 
which settlement is going on and the 
progress being made there will be 
plenty for the new road to do. It will 
be as busy as any of its competitors. 
The faith of the government and of 
the promoters of the work will be suf
ficiently justified by results.

We are greatly astonished at the 
doleful forebodings of the opposition, 
but we are not in the least astonished 
at'their attempts at misrepresentation. 
That is a part of their political stock- 
in-trade. But they are very much mis
taken if they assume that by such 
means they will achieve the end op
positionists have in view. In order to 
gain power they must exhibit faith in 
the future of Canada, not endeavor to 
instil in the minds of the public their 
pessimistic doctrine that there is 
neither breadth nor width to the 
ductive portion of the country, and that 
public money wisely invested for de
velopment purposes such as the con
struction of a railway that will open 
thousands of square miles to settlers 
is dollars wasted.

FINALLY.

Just a word in Conclusion, dearly be
loved brethren, with reference to this 
Protestant Orphans’ Home controversy. 
A mythical correspondent of an em
inently fair-mindéd and Unprejudiced 
contemporary is said to have suggested 
that a trap was sprung and some one 
jioisted as high as Haman as a sequel 
to the proceedings at the annual meet
ing of the subscribers to the Home. 
Neither the correspondent nor the 
preacher from the text appears to be 
willing to disclose the identity of the 
person who has been left hanging be
tween earth and heaven upon a scaf
fold of his own construction. But a 
variation of the text has been suggest
ed as conveying a more fitting illustra
tion of what actually happened. We* 
are informed that “some one digged a 
pit for the feet of his fellow and fell 
into it himself.” If we had proposed 
giving variety and piquancy to the 
discussion by the introduction of such 
an “allegory” we are sure we would at 
once have been accused of a resort to 
coarse personalities and mean innuen
dos. As the discussion of the pitiful 
affair has been given a twist in a direc
tion we would have hesitated a long 
time about imparting to it, might we 
again ask, without outraging the pro
prieties, who it is that is in the habit 
of digging pits, who “poked” this hole 
for the unwary feet of the brother who, 
hastens to perform deeds of charity 
and loving-kindness, and who it is that 
is “happit" up in the pit, and is likely 
to have no further interest in the af
fairs of the Protestant or any other 
home? We hope this information will 
be given readily and cheerfully, and 
that refuge will not again be sought in 
these dangerous “allegories" or texts. 
They are dangerous as sharp-edged 
tools in the hands of mere novices.

TAKING ADVANTAGE
OF OPPORTUNITIES.

The misfortune which betel San 
Francisco was instrumental in bring
ing to the surface much of the under
lying generosity and nobility of char
acter of humanity, but it also tended 
to illustrate a great deal of the inher
ent meanness, sordidness, cruelty and 
innate “cussedness” of the race. While 
the continent as a whole put its hand 
in its pocket and placed its purse at 
the service of the people of the des
troyed city, ghouls on the scene took 
advantage of the opportunity and 
could not resist the natural promptings 
of their evil disposition to plunder 
dead bodies of anything of value. In 
order to check this almost inevitable 
tendency the authorities put arms in 
Aie hands

pro-

PROTECTING THE INTERESTS OF 
THE PEOPLE.

of the so-called officers of 
the peace, who in their turn scrupled 
not to indulge in excesses of a differ
ent character by shooting indiscrim
inately, in several cases wounding and 
killing innocent persons engaged in 
perfectly legitimate, in some cases hu
mane, duties.

Then again rival cities scrupled not 
to take advantage of the extremity of 
San Francisco in the hope of gaining 
a lap or two in the race for commer
cial supremacy. One could detect a 
note of exultation in the comments of 
the Sound newspapers upon the catas
trophe. While on the surface the opin
ion was freely expressed that the 
earthquake and -the fire which suc
ceeded it and completed the work of 
destruction would have no permanent

The most important city site on the 
Grand Trunk Pacific Railway has been 
disposed of by the government of Bri
tish Columbia in a manner that has 
been described as “in the best inter
ests of the people of the province.” The 
disposition was certainly in the inter
ests of those who undertook to pro
cure the location of the terminus at a 
certain point, which was not a very 
difficult undertaking considering that 
information was in possession of the 
enterprising and fortunate parties that
the point had already been determined 

There will be other city sitesupon.
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