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!nlmS,unlNCl^t0 th° e?fUIn1Pt!on1 and rcm°val of the excrement of the larecr herbivorous 
animals. Need wo say that they should, on no account, be destroyed Î

7. Luminous Insects (Lampyridir).
... n*? reou,ar or(lcr of> families of beetles, according to the generally received clas-ifioa

justly dreaded Wire-worms. The first family of common insects that 
lumpyriifo aftCr< ie8c’ 11 ro the Fire flies—luminous insects of the family

In tropical conatries the tire-flies bo'ong to two very different 
families of beetles, the Llateridæ and the -ampyridæ, but in Canada

myriads of the latter “onrTpfi™1^ ^ thePforn,er ure very rire indeed, though we have 
K I » • , 0ur fire'files> m tlie perfect state, are soft flattened beetles with thehead a most entirely concealed under the projecting hood formed by the KS thev
^encraJly of pale colours, though sometimes black. They are voracious in their habits • feed- 
in in the larval state, upon earth-worms and soft-bodied insects The li„ht ,k

from these organs, so remarkably rich in tracheae, is undoubtedly the result of a combustion

-exhibit!!,iT fira<flrs an ’,no doubt- IH-'rfectly familiar with the sparkling intermittent li-ht 
exhibited by fire flies on damp summer evenings. They am>ear to l a r if-
mistnre, fre^uenthg tow marshy grounds and river bottoms in myriads whd^ they but oc 
cason.dly visit the drier air of high ground. We have sometimes seen them in teJofthou 
Ltd ’ 7 milllons. when driving at night along some sequestered country road bordered by

««’Sr sïïl: ?r.^rrs;p ,tv:,k! i

thug describes the appearance of these creatures in tropical America .- 7
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** Soon did night display
More wonders than it veiled ; innumerous tribes 
r rom the wood cover swarm’d and darkness made 
Thmr beauties visible ; one while they stream'd 
A bnght blue radiance upon flowers that closed 
1 heir gorgeous colours from the eye of day •
N ow motionless and dark, eluded search, 
Self-shrouded ; and anon, starring the akv 
Rise like a shower of fire. "

In England they have but one species of luminous insect, well known under the'
“ T jf ,.? °,W"7Cr.m' Th? Cemalca of thla iDae°t are long, flat, soft wormlike creatures 
quite destitute of wings ; emitting usually a pale steady light from the extremity of the ah’
fJehfni w°ni, ‘hC °^Cr haLnd p0saess °°mPlete winga and wing covers and are but
feebly luminous We have taken them in early summer in the long dampYrm bLiido
The8, LWL'tn lLanCaïblre’ wl,®re.theirntiny Hght attracted us from some little distal 
Ihcy did not, however, appear to be at all common.

In this country both sexes of the fire flies are fully winded and hath
bntn y,lamm0Ut Tbe Jar'!8e also. of 8everal species possess the”property of emitting light 
bat of those wo have rarely obtained specimens. In 18Ü8 wo obtam.d a romarÆ£îâ
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