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Mark Twaln . was neither an actor
nér a playwright; still he was tih'eg
greatest comedian the world has ever
‘known. He loved the play; he loved

the players. He belleved that the
drama was elevating and that it was
the duty of every. man who possessed
the abllity to act, to portray only that
which would edify. Mark Twain was
well known and well loved in ‘the
theatrical world, and that world will
| sorely .miss the  great writer who
was always ready to assist the striver.
- - L]

The theatrical season will soon be
over and actor and actress will hie
them away to some sequegtered nook
and breathe freely for a time, A

And well do they deserve a rest for
their's has been a strenuous season.
The theatrical manager will close his
doors and if you ask him if the season
was a. good one he will say “Let’'s go
to the ball game.” It might not hurt
Yoy any to know what the theatrical
mmanager knows about his busincss
but there's one thing certain you
won't have to take any risk.
not going to know.

* L £l

Jixﬁmy Cowan has a little six-year- |
, old friend named Bob, who sometimes |
that |
The other |

drops into .the Grand to see

things are running right.

afternoon Bob strolled in and informag
‘ the management that he had left homa
R> for good and all.

You're !

fous to have this
understood.
. s

That - rollicking comedy, “Seven’
Days,” will be seen in Toronto early
next season.

The play is in its seventh month
at the Astor Theatre, and seats are
still booking ten weeks in advance.
This means that the play will run all
summer. Preparations are now being
actively made for the production of
this funniest of funny plays by six or
seven companies, which Messrs. Wag-
enhals and Kemper will send upon
the road next season. ‘“‘Seven Days"”
has outlasted every production which
has been made in New York this year,
and its houses are as large as ever.
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 Chauncey Olcott came out of the
stage door of a theatre a short time
ago and was approached by a tramp,
who said: ‘ ’

“Boss, I hear that you play a-tramp
in this play ‘Ragged Robin’' Now
look at these 'clothes. Ain't they
beauts? Can you beat them for a
make-up? - I'Nl  sell them -to - you
cheap.” ]

Mr. Olcott explained to the tramp
that while the character of
Robin was that of a wanderer he did
not wear as dirty and disreputable a
costume as - the tramp had on. Then
taking pity on the poor unfortunate,
he saild:

“Now, I will do this for you: IN
take you to a clothing store, buy you
an entire new outfit, fix you up so
that you will look decent and then we
will throw these clothes in the river.”

The tramp looked at him and said:

“That’s the way with you rich guys
—always trying to take a man’s liv-
ing away from him.”

Mr. Olcott could ' not understand
this, and asked for an explanation.
i The tramp said:

“If I dressed up, do you ‘suppose
anyone would give me the pricé of a
drink. Not on your Mfe. I'd die of
ja horrible thirst in five hours.
| with these clothes on anyone is glad
i 'to give me a plece of money to get

rid of me. Now, you give me two
{ bits and I'll call it square for the

. “Ragged Robin,” by Rida Johnson
Young, in collaboration with Rita Ol-
cott, will be presented at the Princess
Theatre; all of this week. .

Ireland is pre-eminently the land of

mystery.” And as the opal, from its’
soft, cloudy beauty sends ‘forth its’
gleams of moltén fire, so the mists

of the Irish past emit in flaming love-

liness,. thru myth and folk tale, flash-
ing . glimpses of Erin’s golden age of
chivalry, of her anclent religious be-
liefs and of the highly developed im-
agination.and cultured intellect of her
ancient people. °

And what country is so rich in pic-
turesque and delightful fairy lere?
Every old rath and ruin is the abiding
place of . numberless elves, eagerly
awaiting the call- of ~their king to
moonlight. revels. - ..Over the bog still
dances the mischievous will-o’-the-
wisp;  the “leprahaun, 'or fairy shoe-
maker, can still be heard in the moun-
taln nooks, tapping away on the danc-
ing slippers of ‘his queen; in the wind-
whirled leaves and dust, the wayfarer
hears the passing of the fairy host on
its way ‘to visit far-distant’kinsman
and even to-dey 'the ‘peasant’ devoutly
whispers * a . prayer as the walling

‘breeze brings ‘to him ‘the. mournful

croon of 'the banshee, the dreaded har-
binger of ‘death. ol
Many ‘of the fascinating bits of old

folklore have been drawn-upon by the

authors of “Ragged Robin” as an en-
chantment of the intérest In the ev-
ery-day. human theme ‘on which the
play is constructed. Interwoven with
the doings of men and women we have
the work of the little people and the

The . mail orders - which have . been
streaming in-for the pu;tewuya,
and, indeed, weeks, and the telephones
which have been ringing almost inces-
santly at the Royal Alexandra Theat-
tre since the date of Forbes-Robert-
son’s welcome engagement was fixed,

mirers of Forbes-Robertson lined the
street and front of the theatre long
before 9 o’clock on Thursday morning,
and almost fought for admission to
the small square aperture where two
nervous treasurers endeavored to pro-
tect themselves in vain from demands
more clamorous even than “Votes for
Women.”

“The Passing of Forbes-Robertson,”
as Jerome’s play might more appro-
priately be ecalled, since it reHes so
greatly, and successfully on his owmn
remarkable and sympathetic personal-
ity, takes place this week for six
nights and two matinees, on Thursday
and Saturday, his visit to Toronto
‘marking-the close of the most success-
ful season an English actor has ever
enjoyed in America.

It is only and solely due to the ai-
rect invitation of Earl Grey, the Gov-
ernor-General, that Forbes-Robertson
is seen:in Canada prior to his return
to England by the Mauretania on May
11,’ having brought his’ seven-months’
season to a close on purpose to give
Canadian friends "an opportunity of
seeing him' in his latest and greatest
success before other large cities in the
States. The Governor-General him-
self has seen the play no less than
three times - within the past three
weeks, which should be suffictent

gave only a suggestion of the emorm- |
ous demand to be made for seats. A |
long queue of eager playgoers and ad- .

T

erite, Sappho, Camille or
um.;;u Isabel. " And z?ol' almost all
readers her character is superior In
every respect, and it may be truly
said of her that ‘“there is no joy but
bitter tears will come to cast it like
a fallen angel forth.”
During the week the usual matinees
will be given on Wednesday and SBat-
urday. : 3

- With the change of policy at this
popular playhouse, Mr. Willlam Mor-
ris, has, during the past couple of
weeks, presented vaudeville Dbills
which have set theatrical magnates
wondering how it is possible for him
to offer bills of such magnitude and
guality at popular prices. Commenc-
ing to-morrow, Mr. Morris will put on
another excellent combination of va-
riety performers, headed by Gladys
Van, a clever comedienne, who is
known ‘as the “Dainty delight of vau~
deville.” Miss Van, who has appear-
ed in several leading musical come-
dies with marked success, will be
seen in a clever act, in which she
glves imitations of well-known foot-
light - favorites. - She 'is a comedienne
of the first rank, and there is little
doubt that she will be given a most
hearty ‘welcome by 1d¢ pla.mer.'
Bert and Ethel Stod America’'s
unsurpassed instrumentalists and vo-
calists, in a novelty act,\promise some-
thing far ahead of the commonplace,
particularly in ' the" musical Ilines.
Erine. and Erine are down on the bill
for a few vaudeville ideas, their spe-
clalty consisting of songs, dances and
imitations, which are said to be out
of the ordinary.  Bletson and Gold-
ing, European gymnasts, will exploit
their prowess in a series of ground
and  lofty tumbling, pyramiding and
other difficult and dangerous physical
achlevements. The Dewitts, singing
and dancing ecomedians, will offer
their original version of the Masque-
raders, and Eddie MeGrath, who has
demonstrated that he is a singer of
no mean ability, will sing several new
illustrated songs.: There will be sev-
eral other interesting features on the
bill, including ‘“Henry,” the motion
picture lecturer, whose performance is
interesting and ingtructive. - His line
of work calls for quick wit, \dramatic
power and education, for frequently
he sees a picture but once before he
describes it. He gives the dialog in

M

" AL. H. WILSON, WHO OPENS
A FOUR WEEKS' ENGAGEMENT
AT THE GRAND, MAY 9TH,

vesty show, the Marathon Girls, with
a cast of fifty clever people, {s said
to be just as up-to-date in every par-
ticular as it {8 In title, and a rare
treat is promised those who attend the
Gayety Theatre, beginning with the |
usual Monday matinee,

"Phil Sheridan’s new big mustcal tra-

The time-

AL H. Wilson Will
Be Hegeﬂslgm Wee 4

; W

Popular

The singing unbl.iwdor of Gern
dialect, Al. H. Wilson, who oceus

prominent position in the fromt
:lnkl of Teutonic comedians, and whe
has built up a clientele that equals the
proportions of that enjoyed by
elder Emmett, of pleasant mem
will be the next attraction
theatre, when he will give his
admirers in this city an opportuni
to witness his. new musical p
“Metz in Ireland.” ¢

audience is aided and accentuated
season thru an uncommonly b
and interesting play.

The production .will be under
personal supervision of Manager
ney R. Ellis, and the plot affor
Wilson ample opportunity for the
troduction of that rtie kind
comedy for which he is mnoted;
for the interpolation of several
musical numbers that are eald

majority Metz journeys to the n
land of hz father, where he beot
a great favorite with the Irigh
and lassies, who love him for
quaint German dialect and his
lodious singing voice.

“Love Thoughts,”! “Erin's 1
“The Banshee,” ‘“The Nighti
Song” and “Mixed German” are
titles of the new songs that Mr. W
son is singing this season. In
tion to his new songs he will also
“I'll Take You Back Again Kathl
and '“Belleve Me of All Those Ends
ing Young Charms.’

8o popular is Mr. Wilson in 'Tor
that he will remain four weeks, p
senting one of his big musical
cesses every week.

s “Why Bob, What’; the matter?’’ en-
; | insult.”

®” quired Jimmy. ‘ i

- “O, me and ma, we can’t get along| Mr. Olcott passed over the asked for
no way,” explaine’ the young hopeful. | quarter and the tramp made a dash
“We had a big quarrel to-day, 1! for the nearest saloon.
wanted to go out on the pond to fish | LA
and ma wouldn’t let me. When ,si\_e:', Actors as a class are superstitious |-
;;mp ")3]“‘ tr?dci?n;mkn:um{ S?’th-ngtto"; more or less—especially so just before

e a C 1 m : 8O- | e ;

ing ~back home any more,—least 1| tl'ey make their first entrance on the

don't think I will. .I'm going fishing | opening night of a new play.
this afternoon.” s | Robert Edeson, who is starring in

“But that will be very wrong,” said A . S 8
Jimmy, ‘trying hard: to .logok- serlous, A Man's a Man,” will never .go on
: unless he has In his pocket a little

“I don't believe I would go Bob,gif 'T : The attraction at the Star Theatre
pieces of grease paint brokeh from the ‘

were you.” ‘ ;
“Why?" ¢ i i res : | this 'week 18 “Morning, Noon and
it I‘I‘is‘?rh_‘n‘:}?:‘ef‘; c?%nﬁd{vcl:st bs‘ege :?w' stick used when he made his debut on | | Night” whibh “tsi 5414 to be one of
“But God will see you, Bob,” sald | the stage. T 5 : : ¢ the few novelties to be presented here
Jimmy piousiy. Hedwig Reicher carrles with her a P e .
T‘he' Baus fécn fell. “That's right,” German phennig that was glven to her this a:orlx;lan hould be one of the
4. o4 > i 1t wasn't “op | I heér firat  week's salary that she agement claims, shou :
gz’dsa:gb [1,111:“'1 {\'vm’d\ ,h;f\'étlr;}:s:ftfﬁ%f ea}r{r:gnasgvun a('tresis. . banner weeks of the season.
: 't 1. : are carries on her person : : t
fhein't 4 aiaie | the letter sent her while she was at FHS waina ploce, with the same can
bedilining: of actors taki rest re-| dramatic school, notifying her that of principals, last seasdn played the
m;nds me that Willlam gF:x-ershar}n she should report as a *‘super” with ‘high-priced houses, and declared
don’t rest in the ordinary way.' Not gf’lf,de Adams in “The Little Minis- a success by both press public—
long agb he told me that he puts in| “g . Ferguson would not dare go at the latter part of the peason it went
; \}\]'l:)‘l(sil:lr:,’“?ii{res am:‘rr?jirfai;mthi: hlzglgltf'l;; 81t the stage unless she had the play into the Empire Circuit for a few
and - trimming whdle miles of hedge- Pl on which her name was printed Wﬂ:kl. and made a pronounced hit in
the burlesque houses,
Among the cast {s Teddy- Burns,

ence for the first ti i
e ce. o e st time in her career as an
who was, a number of yeﬂtﬂ. one of

actress.
He said that' he took full charge of o
the farm and bossed the men around | . :°%€ Stahl is no exception. Her

the principal comedians with ‘“Hap-
pened in Nordland” Company, and

like a full-fledged foreman should dc. :2“];:: ’hsai’c; ptx]t:e ﬁifstn?i?gg :t}:z :g;i

I asked him if he milked those mild- | Went oh the sta;ge in an amateur per-

eved Jersey cows that are so much who has a part in this show written
around him and one that he fills to
perfection. Miss Virginia Ware, who

talked of and which supply the cream | formance.

for his porridge at breakfast and he Edmund Breese, who will be starred
for the past few years has been with
Henry W. Savage, and later  with

worn “Salome” ‘dance has been re-
pPlaced by a new niua;tlonal, inoffen-
slve and artistic terpsichorean novelty
called the Samoan Hula Huyla Dance,
and is participated in by the famous
little  woman, Babette, assisted by
twelve men, and no other organization
in burlesque is producing the novelty,
which is a huge success wherever
| Played. The extra added attraction |
will be Ameen Abou Hamad's troupe
of fifteen Arabian Whirlwinds, the
.8reatest and heaviest act in burlesque,.
and it combines the most marvellous
ground and lofty. acrobatics with
screamingly funny comedy.

Besides the two gorgeously mount-
ed and costumed musical comedies,
which are' buiit around a Hght, in-
teresting plot, entitled “A Run for
Your Money,” and bubbling with
bright, new, clean comedy, there will
be a first-class Bill of vaudeville acts,
including a new importation from

abroad, called the Six Irish Colleens,
Hayes and Suits, another European
success; HEvans, Babette and Co., in
the challenge laughing act, “The
Wrong Mr. Souse,” and the Athens
Comedy Four, sald to be the best
quartet In burlesque or yaudeville.
Bllly Welp, one of the principal co-
medians, is making his first appear-
ance in burlesque, having come with
Johnstone Flynn and Hugo Angelo,
the famous Itallan tenor, from the

which the characters are supposed to
indulge, and describes the various in-
~cidents all in a way to bring the full
force of the picture vividly before the
mind.

Popular prices will prevall, namely,
matinees, 10 and 20 cents; evenings,
10, 20 and 30 cents.

Close Companion of the A
and Enjoys the Play.

; wants cat:
a dog has no eédqual in the nal, -hand, whild
for that matter, In any world ;
comes to the consideration of the
session of loyalty and faith
The manner with svhldp dogs
_connected themselves  with "%
qualities. has been noted at tin
literature, to its everlasting cre
Everyone has read the Scott
of “Bob, Son of Battle,” and
bers it because of the dog’'s ce
place in the story. The story of 8
the Scotch shepherd’s dog, has .
taken a firm place in the clagsics,
to those better acquainted with
stage, Rip Van Winkle's dog
one that comes quickest to mind. 8 r
the death of Jefferson, Schneider
not been heard of as frequently as
was while Jefferson was alive. .
Chauncey Olcott's dog “Comrade”
in line for te place that was held wi
8o much distinction for a long time
Schneider. The basis that “Co de
looks for his honors are his appe T8
in “Ragged Robin,” the play that
master is using this season.
Twice in the play does  “Com
come on; first, when the curtain.
in the first act. It i{s the dog
Ragged Robin who are asleep,.
falries find out. They (the dog:

At the Star

if the Uni
don of so
its compet|
what in t

CHAUNCEY OLCOTT, IN “RAGGED ROBI
WEEK.

hébsitated by Henry B. Harris next season in a
i o - i _| hew play, carries as a pocket-piece a
pljeId d‘c‘)gutt ?C:mlythzél?ohe?;o h*I’ t]:aeil coyote’s ear, a souvenir of his ranch- -

" AT -THE PRINCESS 1HIS

you what I do, tho, I do all the churn-
ing.” /

And knowing Faversham for a man
that does things thoroly one must feel
that' the Faversham table is always
supplied with the choicest of butter.

S - L

Here are some odd titles of plays
that have been produced on the Am-
erican stage:

“Katy, the Hot Corn Girl.”

“Laugh and Grow Fat.”

“Elixir of Love.”

“A Ghost in Spite of Himself.”

“A Hole in the Ground.”

“Tt.Takes Two to Quarrel.”

“It . Takes Two to Make a Bargain.”

“My Wife's Dentist.”

“A New York Brewer and His Fam-
fly.”

y“A New York ‘Merchant and His
Clerks.”

““Nine Tailors Make a Man.”

“Patent Applied For.”

“Pudd’'n-Head Wilson.”

“Secrets Worth Knowing.”

“The Stage-Struck Rarber.”

“Strange Scandal of a New England
Town.”

‘““To_ Oblige Benson.”

‘“Tourists in a Pullman Palace Car.”

“The Ugliest of Seven.”

“The Ugly Duckling.”

“Wanted—One Thousand Milliners.”

“Who Stole the Pocketbook?”

“Who Owns the Clothes Line?”

“Will She Divorce Him?”

““Wives as They Were and Maids
as They Are.”

“The Youth
Woman."

“The Greatest Thing in the World.”

“The Fair One With the Golden
Locka.”

“Everyone Has' His Faults.”

“The Coroner’'s Inquest.”

- L -

James K. Hackett says, in connec-
tion with the divorce from him, pro-
cured at New York by Mary Man-
nering, that the prohibition to re-
marry as voiced in the decree {s mere-
ly a legal form and technical point
under the laws of New York State,
and does not prohibit his remarrying
at any time In any other State or
country. James K. seems very anx-

That Never Saw a

Y

ing days out in the Dakotas.

Frank J. McIntyre would as soon
court death as to go on the stage
without earrying in his pocket the
draw string from the football suit he
wore in ‘“Strongheprt” with Robert
Edeson, in which play he scored his
first big success.

If all the actors In America would
contribute their lucky pieces it would

equalled.
¢ s

Chinese students at the University
of Pennsylvania récently presentied a
play written and staged by them-
selves, entitled “When the East and
‘West Meet.”

can student life and the attitude of
American students towards the
nese.

{ play showing the attitude of the To-
ronto police toward the Oriental?

'R

represent a collection of odds and ends i
such as no. ccriosity shop has ever

supernatural element is used In a
charming and delightful manner to
tinge with golden romance the dainty,
tho mumndane, portion ef the story.

While the fairy element is strong in
the story of Ragged Robin, it Is pure-
ly incidental. The story In itself is
of powerful human interest, and rests
on the loves of Robert Harcourt and
Margaret Grattan. Robert, known to
the countryside as Ragged Robin, has
heen driven from home and disinher-

| ited by his father, thru the meachina-

| Darcy.

| In his wanderings he tomes to Ini- |

tions of a foster-brother, Martin
He becomes a minstrel, wel-

come everywhere for his gift of song.

|'shannon and meets pretty Margaret,

The play was giveu in !
English, and cleverly satired Ameri- |

with whom the fairies are determined
to unite him. TUnder the spell of the

| well fairy they are drawn closer to-

)L | gether to the jealousy) rage of Darcy, !
Chi- | 7 her thru her!
Now, what's the matter with |
the Chinese of our’city presenting a |

who is about to mar
father’s coercion. Robin is driven from
the: house into the world again, and the

| fairies show their anger by sending
| a banshee to wail at the window as

! the Schuberts are responsible is mak- |

| iIng some New Yorkers sit up and take
| notice.

{ Recently John Mason who has been
| in the habit of walking into any of the
| Schubert Theatres without a pass, be-
| cause all the/doorkeepers (knew him,
| started in to see Mabel Barrison and
| Harry Conor in“Lulu’s Husbands.” He
{ was asked for his ticket. For tlie

| moment the actor was dumbfounded.
|

| however, he was told that he
or'ders to admit no one without a tick-
et. Mr. Mason then realized that it
was a new doorkeeper. “Can it Le
possible that he,  doesn’'t know me?”
he said. However, he sought out the
house manager, and his wounded van-
ity was appeased by the .officia] ex-
plaining that the recent anti-pass reg-
ulation accounted for the doorman’s
apparent lack of civility.

It’s all right for us to sympathize
with Mason but wait until next sea-
son.. Then some of us will be in a
better position to know just how he
' felt.

{ Harcourt,

| estates and a title.

|
|

1
1

€« % | the wedding party is about to depart
That anti-pass regulation for which !

for
until
This

the chruch. It is three years
Robin again visits Intshannon.
time he comes as Sir Robert
having been reconciled to
his father, who bequeaths to him vast
He finds the dis-
trict famine-stricken and Andrew
Grattan financially ruined, cutting
turf in a bog for a livelthood. ‘Robert
is shown the path across the bog by
the failies in a dream, and donning

; his Ragged Robin clothes he crosses
{ When he questioned the ticket-taker, !
had |

the moorland, lighted by the will-o’'-
the-wisp lanterns, and at daybreak
reaches the cabin of his sweetheart.

The music i{s an important fezture
of "“Ragged Robin.” In addition to
Mr. Olcott's new songs,

the public, there is an exquisite musi-
cal setting for the fairy scenes from
the pen of Frederick Knight Logan,
who has drawn largely upon the an-
ctent Ossianic mueic for his themes,
and several beautiful old melodies are
heard in the incidental music. The
scenery,- as in all of Mr. Augustus
Pitou's produttions, is both fagnifi-
cent and abundant.

which are |
among the best he has yet given to !

proof of its interest or the attractive-
ness of the portrayal, while he paid
the great English actor and artist the
compliment of making him his.guest
at ‘Government i
1y, enjoyed several games of golf with
him, rumeor ‘whispering that His Ex-
cellency generally came off an easy
winner. ‘

e

At the Grand

T

Popular books as a rule make very
| Poor material for plays, because they
contain so much of incident that must
i be, of necessity, omitted. The notable
exception, however, is Elinor Glyn’s
story, “Three Weeks,” which has been
80 widely discussed on both sides of
the ocean. Since the original. copy-
right performance in England, iIn
which Miss Glyn appeared herself, the
{ Play has been revised and reconstruct-
ed to such an extent that it is said
now to be a powerful love tragedy.
It will be presented in its revised form
at the Grand this week, with a spe-
:cial cast of players.. The play will
be mounted with special scenery, the
two notable effects being the lawn
before the hotel at Lucerne and the
Loggia of the Palace of Venice, where
the “Feast of the Roses” occurred.
Miss Glyn had a great motive in her
| book! which was purposely, or other-
wise, misinterpreted by a host of read-
eds; but, in her own dramatization
of the story she has left no room for
doubt. The moral strength and ob-
ject lessons are obvious to all.
i The play begins with a prolog, show-
ing the home of the Queen at Sar-
dalia, and introduces the character of
her drunken and viclous ‘husband,
thus supplying a plausible motive for
all that followed in her life. The
i sad story of this queen is of particu-
lar interest to women, who have com-
prehended and understood her better
than men. They have wept with sor-
row at her misfortune and sympa-
thized with her in her great love,. This
queen had a glorious motive for her
8in, which cannot be attributed to

House, and, incidental-

“Mayor of Toklo,” portrays the lead-
ing feminine role,\ and her singing and
dancing is said tg have received great
praise last s n wherever she ap-
peared. Mr, Sld Brahm, Walter John-
son, The Minstrel Four and a big
beauty chorus make up what should
be one of the strongest combinations
to be seen here.

very best Broadway musical shows,
and the pony ballet is the most capti-
vating one in the business,

best singing girls in burlesque, and ev-

Besides
wearing some new and startling crea-
tions in stunning gowns, they are the

ery principal In the show i a soloist.
In every respect it looks as tho A
Run for Your Money”. were right.'

man) are on for ten minu |
they are recognized. Should “‘Con
utter one sound 4
scene would be ruined,

. His other chance comes in
last act, when he’ is found with
family who live in the bog coun
They are the ones whom Ragged Ro
has set out to find, and in finding th
he finds his old pal “Comrade.”
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