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The Willing Conscripts.

Many of the draftees under the Military Service
Act will be mea who come gladly to the colors, eager
to fight for liberty and civilization. They may have
bad good reasons for not volunteering up to this time.
Some of them took th® position that all should serye,
and held back until the government adopted tlie com-
mon-sense and all but universal plan of conscription.

But in this lies the danger that the slackers will
lag behind under the ‘compulsory as they did under
the voluntary system. The proclamation soon to be
4ssued will make nearly 700,000 men liable to mili-
tary service; the government is only authorized to
draft 100,000. Hence the possibility of those who
come first being taken first. Undoubtedly in some
sections of the counm men _snbject to tie proclama-
tion will not respond until they are sent for, and

' others will go to econsiderable time and expense pro-

seouting their claim‘; tor 'exemptions before the mili-
appellate courts.

'tary tribu and the
_Canada, e Dritain and the United States, has
a conscription law without registration. This course
was deliberately adopted as more economical and ex-
peditious, and it may work out all right. From a
purely military standpoint the result will be splendid,
. because men of good spirit will be chosen. ~ Many
" ¢mink it might have been wiser, however, for tae gov-
ermment to have adopted the recommendation of
‘Brigadier-General Senator Mason, and have registered
all Canadians of military age before the need for con-
scription became imperative. General Mason suggest-
ed registration in connection with the voluntary sys-
_tem, and in an able speech delivered in the Dominion
Senate on May 4, 1313, he said:
What I would propose for Canada would simply
be a registration of all men of military age, from
18 to 45, and have them divided into classes so
that men would be classified according to their
ability to serve at the front, or the necessity for.

purposes of the country. I would not go as far
as they have gone in England, because that is
both empensive and extensive, miore so I'think than
was necessary; but I would like to see registration
adopted along the lines I have just stated. The
effect would be, as Lord Milner states there, econ-
omy; men would not be allowed to offer them-
selves if the nature of their occupation rendered
it necessary that they should remain in the coun-
try. On the other hand, men who are eligible for
service, physically fit, but unwilling to go, would
_be urged to enlist; and the recruiting officer, hav-
ing lists of those ear-marked men, as I might call
them, would kngw to whom to go and wiiom to let
alone. «

The need’ for more mer has become so imperative
ihat none can doubt the necessity for more conscrip-
“4tipn legislation by | the next parliament. General
- Ma¥on recently placed before the senate and the coua-
try some stantling figures on the subject of casualties
and enlistments. 'For the fiscal year ending March |
31, 1917, the casualties among infantrymen numbered!
67,036, while the enlistments duriag the same period |
only totaled 42,523, leaving a shortage of 24,513.
For the months of April and May, 1917, the record !s
even more alarming! In brief tabular form they read:
Infantry caspalties ....-.eeeee--.. 21,364
Infantry enlistments 3,002
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Shortage « e p «+
This appalling ratio has coantinued thru the summer
amd fall, until now it can be fairly said that only one
man volunteers for|every ten men who are put out of
action. Sir George Foster therefore computes that
the maple leat will disappear from the? western front
by the middle of next summer unless the conscription
law is promptly and efficiently carried out.
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Pretty Small Potatoes.

There iz not the slightest doubt that to the average
citizen the food controller is the most interesting offi-
cial in the Dominign, and, may we say it with all due
respect, the most unsatisfactory. Nine people out of
ien probably who read the statement yesterday about
the report of the fruit and vegetable division on the
price of potatoes, with the food controller’s subsequent
comment, went away with the impression that pota-
toes would be $1.35 a bag after October 1. But the
food controller &id not say eo. He assured us all
that he had power to fix prices, more power even than
Mr. Hoover—power to do anything he please. He
however, altho everybody is saying, “Do

~Hanna.

woa’t please,

please.”
‘The committee reperts that potatoes should

$1.25 a bag, but Mr. Hanna has not pleased yet.

be

purchased in good faitl.

“There muStybe¢ no hoarding of potatoes this
declares Mr. Hanng, and he ;anoum«?s the
that leave car loads of them to freeze on the track so
as to reduce the [supply and enhance prices.
an action should be made a criminal offence,” h
Should be! But jf it should, why is it not?
not food controller, with plenary powers, and can’t he

year,

get an order-in-copincil passed at once as a war mea- |
sure making such|a crime subject 'to the criminal| "~ ™"

courts?

to eat the potato drop, which is twenty million b

greater than last|year, and provides a ten mi
bushel surplus.
the belief of many the only way, is to keep pric

S
Gown. MrJ Hanna is not satisfied with anything so

easy as the adoption of the report of a committee of |

o

experts and the fixing of the price at $1.25 a bag. He

has @ mors elaborite plan which iz calculated to post-|

pone-deing. anythiug until the car loads of potatoe:

By |
the first, of October potatoes may be $3, for alil we |
know; and then Mr. Hanna wiil tell us that it would |
never do to confisdate the property of those who have

‘ Other People’s Opinions

miscreants ’

Oue way, and the best way, and ;;;f

about $1.26 & peck. This is the trouble with Mr.
n When we want & bair-spring trisger action,
he works with a slow fuse a mile Jong. ~ ~ ' |

Mr. Hanna is strongly of the ‘opinion that no under-
sized potatoes should -be used for consumption in the
larger ceatres. It isu’t safe to say very much about
small potatoes in this connection, but when this re~
port is considered andthedkpodﬂ_onotlt.manpo-
tatoes is the only thing to be thought about.

" Volunteers and Draftees. ‘

We have two indignant letters—one from & lady,
one from a gentleman—on two phases of the war
organization. The lady is of the opinion that none of
the draftees should be allowed to win the same uni-

{

\ form which has been honored and glorified by the vol-

unteer soldiers; and the gentleman thinks we should
have no compulsory service at all, because, he states,
“The kaiser can he beaten by a British volunteer
army.” Our two friends represent the opposite poles
of feeling in this matter, but a little reasom will make
{heir sentiment practical. Everyone must sympathize
with the ideal aims which both Have in view, but tife
is an eternal compromise with opposing ideals for the
purpose of overcoming the worthless thing.

It would be splendid if every man who is drafted
into the army by law could be graded according to his
willingness to go. it s s&rprising to mamy to find
how large a proportion of the volunteers were com-
pelled or constrained to go by various conditions and
influences, and crept unwillingly at first, but could not
evade the pressure of public opinion or the influence
of friends and relatives. On the other hand, there
are many who would have been glad to go who felt
the recessity of recognizing the obligations and re-
sponsibilities of their civil life, and who will be de-
lighted to be relieved of these by the call of the na-
tional authority. 'These men are as truly voluateers
in spirit as any who have goae to the front.

There are others again who, poor in'spirit, unable
to muster the preliminary courage of the man who
finds an easy attraction in the recruiting sergeant’s
ribbons, yet when he finds himself in the ranks, in-
spired with the mysterious strength of esprit de corps,
turns out to be as brave as a lion and does deeds of
distinguished valor. The records of the war, the in-
timate letters and diaries, the numerous narratives of
personal experience that have been published, are full
of these things.

This brings us to tie second letter and the hatred
of our friend, representative of such a large and in-
fluential class, who object to anything savoring oOf
“conscription.” ° What we have is not conscription,
tho many authorities are strong for that. We have

L g Sectiv oy
them remaining at home for war D & ot only the selective draft, by which enough men who

are better fitted to serve at the front than to do any-
thing else at home will be chosen to carry on the work
of those who have been defending us and fighting our
battles for three years past.

1t would have been glorious if a volunteer army
of Britain’s could have beaten the kaiser. Unfortun-
ately that is just the difficulty. The kaiser has come
very near beating us. Our volunteers were exhausted.
Our armies were on the decline. Those who talked
so finely about the brutality of Germany and t3e sor-
rows of Belgium were not sufficiently strong in action
to keep the ranks full. Great Britain had to adopt
conscription, if we call it that, tho we prefer to say
national service. The French, Belgian, Italian, Ser-
bian and Russian armies are already conseript armies,
as are those of our foes. For a small war a volunteer
army served very well, but when the whole ‘world goes
to war those who think that a voluntary army is suffi-
cient for the chief combatant are a little behind in
understanding the situation. Our great ally, who has
saved the situation, who has made it certain thak
whatever happens the war will be won, adopted com-
pulsory service from the start. It was the oaly wise,
the only reasonable, tle only demoecratic thing to do.
All ithe soldiers of the United States are on the same
footing. -

Nor is it un-British to adopt the selective draft or
compulsory service. In the very dawn of .the national
life among the Angle-Saxons military service was com-
pulsory. Those who were exempt were slaves. It is
much the same in Canada today. The basis of the
Norman hosts was compulsory service, those wlho were
hired being despised- as mercenaries, tho they were
strictly volunteers. The Tudors and the Stuarts also
used conscription, and Cromwell and the parliamentary
fbrces relied upon it. Nor can we ever forget as long
as we are Britons that the great naval wars of Eng-

| land werg supported by the press gang, the most ini-
| quitous form of conscription ever practiced, aad the

pressed men proved to be as heroic and as patriotic in
most cases as an}" in the crew.

The real fear that most anti-conscriptionists har-
bor is the bogey raised by some foolish persons, that
because we must replenish our armies now by what-

ever necessary means we liave at our disposal, we:
.

shall therefore coutinue to be a military nation after
the war and build up such a militaristic system as
Germany has done.

All history is against the idea.
forced to serve are -usually least
such conditions.

Those who are
inclined to endure
The more draftees there are, the
stronger will bs the infuence against militarism. It
is the vplunteers who have the military spirit, and it

| iz that class in Germany, the junkers uvader the kaiser,

that we are fighting. Our volunteers are of a differ-
ent stamp and our draftees will be noble comrades for
them, we doubt not.
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SIX MONKS ACCEPTED FOR MILITARY WORK.

at

ershire,-are being called to the

» béen passed for foreign service a :h';e&;

for home service, while one was medically od.
itherto they have been exempt from military service—~but

i 3 t ondi in this regard have
2 bttt r ( t 73 vears
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since the

was said

goes unnoticed before the immediate ur-
gency of the latest from Petrograd, the
daily “unprecedented” artillery duel in
Flanders and the official scratchings dt
the Newcastle race meeting. =

This is the way the discovery is de-
scribed: 1 A

“The actual treatment is too compli-
cated for description befofe any but phy-
sicians, but it classifies stuttering with
the phobias, hysteria and anxiety neuro-
sis.
matter how great an effort the stupterer
may consciously put forth to cure him-
self of his stuttering, his unconscious de-
sire to preserve his ailment as a safe-
guard against the society of other peo-
ple, is greater—at base, 2 timidity neuro-
sis. In other words, there are practically
two classes .of stutterers, those who do
not stutter and those who do.

“We have discarded all the old ways
of treating stutterers, many of them
widely known frauds, advertised by
quacks who have made excellent incomes
out of them. The elocution cure we have
found to aggrevate the @fficulty in most
cases. The ‘talking' cure results in a
queer, strained voice which is more gro-
tesque in the end than the stuttering was
in the beginning. 'The hypnotic treat-
ment I personally have had no faith in.
I have never heard of a curé by hypno-
sis.
“Our discovery which so far has prov-
en sue¢cegsful, is aimed in the direction
of a complete relaxation'of mind and
body, a restoration of confidence, and the
establishment of an equilibrium of efio-
tion, a correctness of thought and of
character.” :

Pvte. A—, on the night of Dec. 22, 1915,

to kick on the door every fifteen min-
utes to frighten the rats away. He went
on at 9 p.m., and duly kicked on the
door. At 9.15 p.m. he kicked on the
deadhouse door again, and a voice from
within answered his kick:

“W'at the ’ell you kicking about?”

Pvte. A— fainted.

He was found unconsciqus the next
morning 100 yardg from the deadhouse
door, and lay unconscious for six days.
He was booked at his casualty clearing
station then, for “boils and facial para-
lysis,” and was sent to England, a con-
firmed stutterer, altho never before in his
life had he been a stutterer. (The eec-
ret at the deadhouse, by the way, was a
drunken soldier whom a comrade had
Yocked in earler in the day to sober up,
and who had been forgotten.)

The Problem of the Sub-Normal.

The new conception of service to man-
kind is howheré more strikingly evi-
dernced than in a hospital. Here medical
science not only cures human ills, but
with its new arm of social service, seeks
to solve community problems by making
intensive study of those evils that
are the underiying causes of disease and
tntimely death. No service today can
compare with medical service, for it
means a thoro understanding of human
beirgs from the mental and moral, as
well as the physical, standpoint.

What are the comununity problems that
are breught to a hospital to be solved?
Those of the insane, the feeble-minded,
those suffering from venereal diseases,
occupational diseases, industrial acci-
dents, the unmarried mothers, and other
social cankers. How many of all these
ills rmnight ce prevented if we had an
enlightened public and a. social con-
science? Eventuaily state medicine will
take up these problems energetically, but
in the meantime the hospital in -its pri-
vate capacity is doing its best to awaken
public interest and creaie a broader
knowledge.

Feeble-Minded Predominate.

1In three years at the psychiatric clinic
of the Toronto General Hospital over 2498
pecple have Leen examined, 491-of whom
were insane and 1835 feeble-minded. Only
255 of these have been placed in institu-

~ Many of the remainder figure con-

y in juvenile court, police court,

iai! farmn, the Mercer, the Haven, the

rescuc homes, the hospitals and sani-

taria to the detriment of these institu-

tions aand to their own burt. A farm

colory suited t& their needs could soon

uprorting, and we would be do-

them the greatest service by guard-

_these individuals from the results of
their anti-social acts.

In two and a half years there have
been 351 babies illegitimately born in the
Burnside hospital. What is there in
store for these children? What duty does
the city oWeé to these mentally and mor-
ally defective mothers? What about
the moral. fibre of the unknown fathers
with their evaded responsibilities? When
will we have laws that will protect the
weaker ones among us?

Yo Social Diseases.

Finally, there is _ghe problem of ven-
ereal disease. In the out-patient depart-
ment since Decerroer, 1916, there have
been treated in the special treatment clin-

a2n

ic for syphilis 598 patints suffering from
this disease alone, and the dangers from

[gonorrhoea are as great, if not greater.

jious circle.

These specifjed problems form a vic-
The insane, the feeblen#nd-

{ed, and the moral imbecile create vener-

| eal disease and
{ turn
i1 i

!
{1 C
|

Mount St. Bernard’'s Monastery, |

rejected. |

|1

egitimacy, and they in
mindedness and in-
knowledge given to
pital thru its so-
1ent, all social agen-
i apable of more intelljgent
action. The clergy must have a better
understanding of their people, the teach-
ers of their pupils in the school, the law-
yers and the judgeg of their clients, the
merchants and manufacturers of their
employel, the social workers and the set-
tlement workers of the unfit in their
midst. When all these appreciate more
fully the underlying causes of verly
and crime, as-does the hospi social
worker, then the propaganda for social
betterment will nst lack support. *
inculcating Responsibility.
Our conception of social service is not
merely that of curing diseases or giving
but rather educating
er sense of respon-
: d his neighbor, and
ting the yrmal against himself
he 'unmoral and immoral forces that
him. In 'Canada, with its
ies, its open spaces,
here should be sickness, and peo-
le should be taught that all prevent-
ble disease is little less than a crime
against soclety
The social se
T oronto General

produce
anity.

e department of the

other valuable by-incidents of the war,

it is based on the theorem that no |
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in & in France, with instructions_
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FIGHTING THE HUN IN FRANCE

POLITICAL NEWS [

There seems to be something like a lull
in the political activity which immediate-
ly followed the prorogation of parliament.
The local politiclans on both sides are
confident of a December election, but
there are signs of postponement,

The most significant thing that would
stavd off an election this year is the fact
that Sir Thomas White, the minister of
finance, has decided on a big campaign
for the new Canadian war loan of one
hundred and fifty millions of dollars, and
that it will need all his atteAtion and all
the attention of the people to whom the
appeal is to be made during the months
of October and November; and that the
needs of the money for the country and
for the war, and to assist the mother
country in her purc es of 'munitions
and provisions in Canada, are 80 prq.ssing
that they could not afford to have the
flotation interfered with by political dis-
cussions and partisan appeals. In faot,
Sir Thomas White has gone to the bank-
ers and bond dealers of the country, and
they have framed up a campaign, to be-
gin during the next fortnight, to get the
public to take up the bomnds in large and
smail #mounts, and to do this they have
organized a Dominion-wide plan for ad-
vertising and canvassing. Those, theére-
fore, who have the flotation pf the loan
at heart, including the minister of
finance, will not care to have it go hand-
in-hand with an election tight.

Moreover, the conscription law i= not
being delayed, nor yet is it being rushed,
and the government can scarcely have
the election until the conscription law is
in working order and producing results.

From Ottawa come rumors of unign
govermhent, and they are reinforced by
press despatches from the west. Parlia-
ment is to be dissolved next week, but
writs for the election of a new parlia-
ment will not be issued for some time
after that, and until they are issued we
cannot know what the date of the elec-
tion will be. Nearly all the nominating
conventions in this province have been
called oft for the present. As a promi-

nent Conservative politician put it yes-
terday :
We cannot hold our conventions unt

we know whether we are nominat
Unionist or Conservative candidates.

Hugh Guthrie, conscriptionist Liberal
M.P. for South Wellington, is to address
his electors on Oct. 2. If an ke
a union government has been f g

' Mr. Guthrie should know all about it. He

is the one conscription Liberal who
has, since the passage of the conscription
bill, consisteptly supported every measure
brought forward by the Borden govern-
ment. All the rest “backslid.””. Dr. Mi-
chael Clark of Red Deer took no part in
the debate upon the federal franchise
bill, but it is generally known that he did
not favor the measure. v

The Montreal Gazette thinks it is all
rubbish to talk of Sir Wilfrid Laurier
having a solid Quebec pehind him. Que-
beec, it points out, is by tradition Con-
servative. Even in landslide yedrs, like
1904 and 1908, the popular majority in
favor of Laurier was very small. The
conscription bogey, it believes, will dis-
appear when the people see the law actu-
ally in operation, Men of high standing
are serving on the local tribui , and
they have been chosen from both political
parties. The Gazéite is, therefore, quite
confident that the government can carry
a number of seats, if its case is fairly
and moderately presented. The cry that
Quebec is going solid for Laurier, The
Gazette thinks, is raised by the politicians
of both partiés, who hope to gain some-
L thing by making Quebec “an Ishmaetlite
of the federation.” | i

Ex-Speaker Marcil, writing in The
Montreal Herald, says the judges in Que-
bec have made admirable - appointments
to the local tribunals. In nearly every
case tlie mayor or the village notary has
been Belected, and the people aiready feel

ly enforced. Altho Mr. Marcil, as a mem-.
ber of the house, bitterly opposed the con-
scription bill, he now declares that Cana-
dians, as law-abiding people, must not
only obey the conscription law, but do

wf’mt,evar they can to make its adminis-
tration a success.

It is significant, however, that Hen.
fi : :

that the law is to be moderately and fair- :

AND CANADA

Albert Sevigny, minister of inland
nue, who carried Dorchester last Janu
before conscription was introduced, is
to contest Gaspe. This might ind
that Mr. Sevigny fouhd the anti-conseri
tion feeling too strong for him in
present riding. - It is also reported
Hon. Rodolphe Lemisux may run in G
against Mr. Sevigny.

Three knights, much in the public¢
and more or less mentioned in connec
with tinion government, were in the il
yesterday. They were : Sir Cliffgrd Sif-
tons® Sir George Fostér and Sir Edw
Kemp.

Chap}ain, in Letter to the Pr
Asks That English Homes
Welcome Officers.

London., Sept. 27—Is TLondon =
friendly to overseas officers on Jeave?
Not intentionalky, perhaps. Ncvers
theless, many Canadian oficers coma
to the conclusion apparently that
there is not a very hearty welcomse
fo
et the idea that Londoners arg un-:
sociable with the man from do-"
minions. An army school
has been writing to the papers here
pleading that the lonely Canadian
mey be welcomed into Boglist homes

during his period of leave, instead of

being left entirely to the mromizcuous
—and often questionable—socicty of
Lotels. “Officers
conps,” says the chaplain. ‘are. for:
the most part. a fine type of high-

spirited gentlemen, whom it would be |

both a ‘privilege and a pleasure f

suspicion of strangers.

Eddie—"TLet’s sneak ‘round-behi
the barn an’ smoke a cigarette™

Sammiy—"Too likely to get caug
Ever since swore off New Yi
Day, he's been sneaking around th
to smoke his own.”
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IMPERIZ
ALE LAGER STOUT

Don’t forego your glass of beer when it is so
“easy to buy Imperial.

For Sale by All Hotels and Restaurants. Order

from your Grocer or Dealer.

by the case

BREWED EXCLUSIVELY FROM. CHOICE MALT AND HOPS
The O’Keefe Brewery Co., Limited, Toronto. Phone Main 4202, s
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