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whole situatzon before the matter wentshutt) if he would invest some of his

any further. That was after the Grand
Trunk had refused the Government
offers. There was nothing wrong in
asking the Government for a further
inquiry in this matter.

The Dravton-Acworth report had said

many millions in the Grand Trunk
without first making a thorough in-
vestigation and making the Grand
Trunk pay for that investigation. No
businessman, he asserted, would under-

take sucn a proceeding with his own

mg;e oli thtg a&?e kind.

e said the vernment should allow
the Grand Trunk to pay part of its
debt to the Government by giving
running rights over the Grand Trunk
to the Governmefit roads.

of needing this road was mere camou-
flage. If the Grand Trunk could not
pay under the present experienced man-
ageng‘ent it would not pay the Govern-
men

R. L. Richardson q:id that the Oppo-

ship because the Grand Trunk would
continue to pay taxes to the munici-
palities. The adoption of Mr. Field-
ing's amendment would throw the
whole project in the air when it was
essential that there should be as littl:
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Mere Camouflage.

Mr. Meighen reported that the Gov-
ernment already had plenty of running
rights; what it wagted to make the
systems pay was the business it could
secure with the Grand Trunk network
of branch lines.

Mr. McKenzie replied that the cry

sition, instead of defending the rights
of the people as they claimed, were
really betraying them. The country,
he sald, was in a dangerous position.
almost beyond description, and prompt
action was necessary. It was absurd
for the Opposition to argue that the
bill did not provide for public owner-

delay as possible. At the present time
the Dominion was losing about 25 mil-
lions per annum on operaiwan of rail-
ways, but with the acquisition of the
Grand Trunk system such economies
could be practiced that in a few years
the Government might be able to break
even.

argue against public ownership, but it
was a large question on which the
wisest of Canadians were divided.
Many felt that the legislation before
the House constituted a dangerous ex-
periment. The Dominion now owned

14,000 mfles of railway, said Mr. Fleld-
ing, which ought to be enough to give
public ownership ample opportunity to
justify itself. But in spite of this, Par-
liament was asked to plunge into this
jarge enterprise without adequate in-
vestigation into the merits of the pro-
posal.

Mr. Filelding said the Drayton-
Acworth report was the only report on
railway conditions which the members
had to guide them, and that had been
made nearly three years ago. The mat-
ter before the House was largely one
of the value of the stock, and the Dray-
ton-Acworth report had said the stock
was worth practically nothing. Now
it wag proposed to give a certain part
of the stock a valuation of $60,000,000,
and submit $180,000,000 worth of it to
arbitration, where it would be given
“heaven knows what value.”

Boards of trade at Montreal and else-
where were against this measure, and
while they were not all the publie, their
opinion should be heard and respected.
The House had not been given suffi-
cent information as to the details of
ters themselves seemed very hazy on
this transaction, and even the minis-
some points. ¢

Moved Amendment

Mr. Fielding therefore introduced an
amendment which was to the effect
that the bill be not now read a third
time. The amendment set forth that
the information before the House was
insufficient; that there had been no
inquiry into railway matters since 1917,
when the Drayton-Acworth report was
made, and that that report had said
the enitre stock had practically no
value. The amendment recommended
that a commission be appointed to in-
vestigate the whple matter affected by
the bill, and bring a report before the
House as quickly as possible.

Hon, Arthur Meighen said it was
rather strange after the Liberals had
been protesting against commissions
for so long to see them ask for an-
other commission, this time on
rallway matters. He thought perhapa
this was the result of the new jeader-
ship, It was at least a statement of
the policy of the Liberal party.

King's Contention.

Hon. MacKenzie King had attacked
the bill before the House on the
grounds that it did not mean Govern-
ment ownership, but that the Govern-
ment proposed by it to delay the com-
ing of public ownership for a number
of years. His lHeutenant. Mr. Fielding,
on the other hand, declared that the
House and the country were being
rushed into Government ownership too
rapidly.

Mr. Meighen said he would ask Mr.
Fielding, whose name appeared on the
documents in regard to the Grand
Trunk Pacific, if ever a measure had
received such notice, The Liberals
had protested that it was being rushed
into the House too soon. However, on
May 15, 1918, the prime minister had
said the acquisition of the Grand
Trunk system was inevitable, and had
also announced that the Government
was even then in negotiation with the
Grand Trunk Railway Company.

The House was then warned, a year
and a half ago, that acquisition of the
Grand Trunk was likely to be an issue
before the House last session, but
now when it came up, six months later
than had been stated, the Liberals
eried out that they were not given time
enough to consider the matter, and that
they had not heard of it. Later in the
1918 session the matter had been re-
ferred to again, and the finance minis-
ter had added his warning to that of
the prime minister.

Laurier's Attitude.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier’s attitude then
was that he was not opposed to acquire-
ment of the Grand Trunk. He said
that he did not condemn the policy,
that the Grand Trunk Pacific must be
taken over by the Government, and
that assuming control of the Grand
Trunk was a thing of the future.

Mr. Flelding himself had sat in
Parliament when those matters were
discussed, and when those statements
were made. The Drayton-Acworth re-
port was in favor of the acquirement
of the Grand Trunk. The public of
Canada and the members of the House
had received plenty of notice that this
measure must come. Acquirement of
the road hag been the subject of news-
paper debate for a long time, and the
Government plans in regard to the
measure had been well known.

Every hour that Canada remained in
her present conditions, declared Mr.
Meighen, the Grand Trunk Railway
Company was relieved a little longer of
its obligations toward the Grand Trunk
Pacific. Members of the Opposition
said that we should try out public own-
ership with our present system. But
our system at present was incomplete.
A test of public ownership without
eastern feeders was no test at all. It
looked as if the Opposition members
were tryving to discredit public owner-
ship and place it in a position where
it would be damned for ever.

West in Favor.

In closing, Mr. Meighen Intimated
that the real leader of the Opposition in
its fight against the acquisition of the
Grand Trunk was the Canadian Pacific
Railway. It was interesting to note,
he said, that the opposition to this bill
was generated from and operated
around the city of Montreal, the home
of the Canadiun Pacific Railway. Not-
withstanding the fact that it had been
stated that the Regina Board of Trade
was opposed to the taking over of the
road, Mr. Meighen declared that the
West was strongly in favor of it.

Dr. W. D. Cowan, Regina, remarked,
“fm’;' thle rhesglxlnion of the Regina Board 7
o rade had been ssed by sev -
out of a city of 40.1)&)0. o 1915 . i

One important reason for taking over :
the road, said the minister of the in- 1916 «
terior, was to eliminate waste and o
duplication of lines. A glance at the :
railway map of Canada showed duplica=~ 1917
tion of lines all over the country, and ;
trains were dispatched out of our great 1 Loan
cities constantly which carried but half Victory
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Beware of counterfeiis

that $51,000,000 was needed to put the
Grand Trunk in good running order.
That was much more than the entire
revenues of Canada in the earlier days
of confederation.

Mr. McKenzie asked ‘‘the wealthy
member for Brantford” (Mr. Cock-

money, but because this was the
money of the Canadian people it was
a different matter. There was no ur-
gency in this matter. If a man had
a herd of ten cattle which were not
paying he could not make the whole
herd pay big revenues by adding two
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Is the second “Interest Day” on the
Victory Bonds you bought last year.
TO-DAY:—
Over 1,000,000 Canadians are cashing
- Victory Bond Interest Coupons.
TO-DAY:—
Just the same as on May 1st last, over
$18,500,000 interest on Victory Bonds
1918 is being paid to the people of Can-
ada, instead of to foreign Capitalists.
TO-DAY:—

It is brought home to you again that
you can be absolutely certain the in-
terest on Victory Bonds will be paid
on the date due.

TO-DAY:—

Every dollarof that $18,500,000 should
go into the purchase of Victory Bonds

1919,

The increase in the

number of subscribers to
' Ganada’s War and
Victory Loan.

Subscribers
24,862

34,526
41,263

War Loan

a load because of this wasteful com-
petition. The proposals of the Govern-
ment were the only possible way of
making the partner of the unfortunate
bargain consummated in 1903-04 with
regard to the Grand Trunk Pacific
shoulder a share of the losses.
Jamming Tactics.

Mr, McKenzie argued that the Gov-
ernment was trying to jam the bill
through. As it had been reported out
of committee only yesterday, today was
the first opportunity for the Govern-
ment to bring it up for third reading.
In spite of objections by the Opposi-
tion it was Insisting on going on with
the discussion.

W. 8. Middleboro interjected to re-
mark that he had advised the Liberal
whip that the Grand Trunk bill would
be taken up today.

Mr. McKenzle replied that the ar-
rangement had been that the bill would
be proceeded with If the Opposition had
sufficient members present. This was

not the case. TO'DAY:_

D, Mool “ v - Use your interest from Victory Bonds
1918 to help buy Victory Bonds 1919.

874,331
- 1,140,057

1919
Make IT Greater Yet.

that the CGovernment was not really
‘aking over t road as Government
operty. ‘The British North America
previded that Governmen§ prop-
was not subject to taxatlor, but
ninister in charge of the bill said
rand Trunk would be taxed even
it was taken over. Therefore, it

! not be Government property.

Nothing Wrong.

speaking before thg House on
ad Trunk matters, said Mr. Me-
izie, the prime minister had said
't a commission should report on the

London & Port
Stanley Railway

Timetable Effective September 8.

To St. Thomas—t5:00, 16:20, 7:20
eg:20, 9:20, *10:20, 11:20 a.m., *13:30,
. *3:20, 4:20, *5:20, 6:20, *7:20.
$:20, 9: €10:20, 111:20 p.m,

To Port Stanley—1°6:20, *8:20, *10:20,

®1:20, ©3:20, ©5:20, °7:20, *10:20 p.m.
tDaily except u

Gather Together Every Dollar YOU have and—

Buy Victory Bonds 1919

Issued by Canada’s Victory Loan Committee,
in co-operation with the Minister of Finance
of the Dominion of Canada.




