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in rhe third, his intemperate habits, his coarse language,
and even his personal appearance, render him an object
of derision and contempt."
The clergyman was silent. Haldane watched his

fac- keenly. Then Lathom resumed—
" I think, sir, that you, as a clergyman, will most

heartily agree with me that it is absolutely necessary
tor the maintenance of public decorum and morality,
and for the present and future welfare of this colony,
that the private lives of the civilian officials-men who
bear most weighty responsibilities on their shoulders-
should be above suspicion."
" Certainly, sir. I approve of your sentiments."
Unfortunately, the very reverse obtains in too many

cases, with the not unnatural result that many thousands
of men and women who have been sent here for crimes
agamst society, instead of being helped to redeem them-
selves by a proper example being set them by those in
authority, sink deeper and deeper into vice. Then the
fearful punishments which foUow, instead of being a
deterrent, act in exactly the reverse manner by rendering
them mdiflFerent and caUous. Is \t any wonder, then^
that we hear of these attacks on isolated settlers, these
burnings and pillages ? Ah, sir, in my opinion our
Convict System is entirely wrong. It punishes with
terrible severity. It does little to redeem, little to
elevate. I smcerely trust that its existence will soon be
brought to an end, for the manner in which it is admin-
istered IS a disgrace and a blot upon the fame of the
British nation, and cannot longer be tolerated by the
free settlers of this colony."
He paused, and then, with flushed cheeks and

->nghicning eyes, went on—


