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]J»nj person^ consider enliro Abttnenee unecriptural, becAUM

it is nowbero expreMly conDB)«n«kd. We ado^t Uie prenisef, but

deo; tbc conclusion. Ova duty ie not Umitod to thoee things

which ato expressly enjuined or pfohiUited. There is no precept

that \Torocn should communifate, and shall we, therefore, exclude

them from the ordinance of the Supper. Our Confession of Faitl)

recognizes legitimate inference as no Icsfl binding than express

injunction. I>iet us sec, then, how far it is a legitimate inference

from the word of God, that we slwuld abstain from customary

drinking. As a guide to the interpretation of scripture, this prin-

ciple is always, held by Divines, that when any sin is forbidden^

every thing which leads to it is also virtually prohibited. This

will be made plain by an example. Tlie command, " thou shalt

not steal." not only forbids actual thclt, but also idleness, which

would reduce us to poverty, and expose us to the temptation to

steal. Now, if all that leads to intemperance be prohibited, when

we are forbidden to be drunk ; moderate drinking, its most prolific

source, must be a violation of the Divine Law.

It has been asserted, also, that it is unlawful to abstain from

intoxicating liquors because every creature of God is good, and,

therefore, not to be refused. We do not deny that God's creatures

are good, nor will we say, with some, that alcohol is a creature of

the Devil. But the creatures of God are good, only for the par-

ticular uses for which tlicy were designed ; and while, for oUch

uses they should not be rejected, they are not good for overj- pur-

pose. Poison is not good for daily food, nor are intoxicating

liquors good for customary drinking. Nor is it always wrong for

us to abstain from a thing, .the use of which is in itself lawful.

—

The Apostle says, t! at in some circumstances, it is good not to

eat meat. Granting, then, that the use of these liquors is not un-

lawful, abstinence from them may sometimes be justifiable.

Nay, we may even proceed a step further. There may he cir-

cumstances in which it may even be our dutif to abstain from that

which may be ic itself lawful. Of this we have an illustration in

the 8th Chapt?r of the Ist CorinUnans; The heathen were ao-

coatomed to offer to their' idols sheep, oxen, and other animala fit

for food I Oftbeae, paitwmoonsamed on the altars; and the

rwBfiiadW dir*U«d among'the woratuppexs^ who fowtoi on it, in-
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