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sure<l by the inliabitants tliat lie had nothing to fear from tliom,.

he returned and informed his friends. For their greater security,

he |)ro}>osed a g(-iierai league vvi'h the other Indian nations, from

riorida to Canada : and ambassadors were immediately sent to

make proposals, which were unanimously agreed to.

EtTectuallv ti) support these measures, Bowles, with all the

monevthat he had t:>kon from the Spaniards, set out lor St.

Auiiustine, and from tiience he proceeded to Providence. On

Iiis'nturnin 1787, how great was his astonishment, when he

vas informed that the Span-ards had, during his absence,

treated with the Creek chiefs, among whom tliey had dis-

tributed sonic silver medals, on their engaging to wage war

against the Gcorsians, and had al.-ady supplied them wuh arm3

and ammunition ! He easily made a^^pear to them the couse-

queiics of their conduct ; and on his entreatv they sent back

tiie medals to li.e governor, whose haired ior Bowles mcrcased

in proportion to \\\e supposed affront.

The war between England and Spain, which was on the point

of breaking out, not yet having taken place, and the Georgians

tenrainiim' ni a state of inaction, Bowles seized this opportunity

to put his long-planned project into . xecution ;
which was to

d.clare the ports of xApalachicola, Oakwelakre, and Tampc,

free to all commercial nations.

'Jo ensure success to this design, he smrt seven hundred warriors

to ApaKichicola and Tampe, and went himself to Oakwelakre,

where some Spsiiiish emissari»\s endeavoured to assassinate him;

but the atten!|tt onlv occasioned an attack on the i\paloches,

a small Spanish post' in Florida, and which he laid under con-

tribut'ion. Thus did this g, jai man employ all his taculties to

discipline, Instruct, and civilize a nnmereus and brave people,

whith would soon have ranked among civilized nations, if the

basejcalousv of Spain had not counteracted his generous de-

signs. Bowles hccnme so odious to Spain, that she resolved to

destroy him at anv price.

Two Spanish officers, named Ilevia and Koiisseau, undertook

to dishonour themselves in the sight of the wIk.Ic worhl, by se-

conding \hv "Dverfiment in the disgraceful measures which were

rcsolv.^d u\m\. These two men were sent to him with a letter

frcM the governor of Louisiana, who said, that he had order»

from his govt^rnmeiit, io trtat wilh him on the disputes sub-

sisting btt\\eon the Creek lndi::ns and the court oi Spam;

and that, in ordir to ficilitate tlie negociation, he had sent a

ship with t\.o oH'iecrs appointed to conduct I iin to New Oi
^

Itiiis, where he would oj^erience every civility, and be treated

with the aflention he justly merited. i)n these assiuniic s, he

depart,d for New Oilcans, and waited i»p<jn the goveinor, who
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