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The splprtio!! of th,. ..pfWH (.( Mi.. M,r,.,. vohnpIs was fanltloBs; I cnu
pay thomon wli.. c.miK.w'.l tli.-iii ii<. liiKhortiitmi.' tlmn hy iM-Hiinir
t..Htnn..ny I., Il,..ir ....nstant .1 ,Cul,„.s«. tlu.ir i„,stunt ..hHlumce of
onl.TM. llu.ir iiic-Hsiiiit, viKiluiic... hikI their fmrlrHHiu-HM iiridnr nil cir.
oiimMtannoH ..f (laiiKor. Th.-ro w.-ro no i.t.niHl.,ii(.iith on l.o,inl d,,.
Hl.i|)H mifilour r"tniM(..civilii5Htiou, mwl the fow canm then w.-rn
niiiMi'd putircly hy rum.

If not.
I })rPftdiof ofticiul „tif,nott« I wonM Htatn that our hu.tosh

in th,. work which woh,Ml th- honor to a,ro,„,,lish waH nm.h. ooh-
Hil)l.., hi'Mt, hythn niunilicnnt appropriation of the (JonKi'.'HH of th..
Unit...l Staf..8; socnrl. I.y the nnceaHin^ .'n.TKy of y....rH..If an.! th..
Nrn-taryot War; your nmst..rly .•onipr..hrnsi.,n of the prohU.m to
I....S0IV...I hy (h<.<.xp...liti.,n; yonr indi.fatiKahh. activity in fitting it
for it^s work, nnrl your nnfhiKKi>'« intcn'st in prvparini? ^vrvthinK
whicli ..onc..rn...l ils sucvsh. This Hpirit wan cauKht np by the offi-
rcrHan.l ni.n you honorc.i an.l was the nuiinspriuK of ih.'ir action
wiion ahHont. Muvh of tho kuccpss of the ..xpcdition is .lu.. t.. you
an.l whon I say this T only conv.-y to you tho Hentimcnt of all wh.'.
wrv...! with nil. m ( Iuh I iMIcuit, dangerous, and honcjrable duty which
you intrusttvl tf> our charg...

T inclose hen.wilh a seri.'s of ph<.toKrai)lis to illustrato tho condi-
tions of ic. at various points of the pussaKf in Melville Bay Th..sp
photoKraphs are niinihere.!. and r.-pivsent the cf.nditions of ice as
ni.'t hy the .'xp.'diti.pnary ships; th.>y will explain much hotter than
avolnm..ol wor.ls som<» of th.. .iifli.Milti.^s which were emwintered
and soiiH. of the reasons why delay was necessary at times; further
n't.Ten.v to th.^ni in th.. l)ody of this ivport is therefore unnecessary.
The track chart accompanying contains the route pursu...! by the

shiim on the outwar.1 an.l homewur.l j.)urnoy; the data on its marRin
explains itself.

°

In .•on.-lusi..n. I beg t.) ii.ank y.m for your earnest, prompt, and
oniial support in prepariiiK the exix-ditionary f.)rce for its work
and. abov..n11. for the lasting honor c..nf(.rred upon mo and upon the
.)flic..rs jind men composing it in connecting <mr names and .mr efforts
with yours in a n.lief which ha.1 tilled the nation, an.l indoe<l the
civilized world, with the gravest s.dicitiide for a year past.

I .•ongratulate you on the achievement of this expedition, fitted
under your personal obsorA'ation and care.

Very respectfully, your obe.lient servant,

W. S. SCHLEY,
ComiiKUKhr, TT. S. Nnvif,

Commanding Oreely Relief Expedition of 1*884.


