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out her hands to God." This year there were two

districts in New-England, one of which was under

the charge of the Rev. Ezekiel Cooper, and the other

the Rev. George Roberts, both of whom were able

ministers of the New Testament ; and the Rev. Jesse

Lee, who had opened a way for the spread of

Methodism in this country, was stationed in the pro-

vince of Maine, and Lynn. Through their labors, and

those preachers who were associated together under

their direction, several new circuits were formed in

Connecticut, Massachusetts, and Rhode Island, and

many societies were established.

But this work did not go on without opposition.

Though the civil regulations of the country did not

allow the standing order to interpose their authority to

prevent the Methodists from preaching, ye* they were
not allowed the full exercise of their ministry, particu-

larly as respects uniting people in matrimony. Hence
Mr. Roberts was prosecuted and fined for performing

the marriage ceremony. As, however, this sort of

persecution was becoming unpopular among the peo-

ple, the more they were oppressed in this way, " the

more they prospered," until finally all those ICjO-al bar-

riers were removed out of the way, and the Metho-
dists, as well as others, are protected in all their

rights and privileges.

Though it v/ill be anticipating the chronological

order of the history a little, yet I think it will give

the reader a more intelligible idea of the progress of

the work in this country, to connect a few particulars

in this place. This year the New-London rirciit

was formed. Though as early as 1789 preaching
commenced in this city, yet no regular class was
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