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to keep danger at a diftance. By timely caution

and fufpicious vigilance thofe defires may be re-

prtffed, to which indulgence would foon give

^bfolute dominion ; thofe enemies maybe over-

come, which, when they have been a while ac-

^cuftomed to vi£lory, can no longer be refifted.

Nothing is more fatal to haopinefsiDr virtue,

than that confidence which flatters us with an

opinion of our own ftrength, and by afluring us

vof the power of retreat precipitates us into hazard.

.Some may fafely venture further than others

into the regions of delight, lay themfelves more

.©pen to the golden Ihafts of pleafure, and ad-

vance nearer to the refidence ofthe Syrens ;
but

hti that is beft armed with conftancy and rea'fon

is yet vulnerable in one part or other, and tt)

every man there is a point fixed, beyond which,

if he paffes, he will not eafily return. It is

certainly moft wife, as it is moft fafe, to flop be-

fore he touches the^utm.oft hmit, fincc every

ftep of advance will more and more entice him

to go forward, till he Ihall at laft enter the

receflcs of voluptuoufnefs, and floth and defpon-

-dency clofe the paiTage behind him.

- To deny early and inflexibly, is the only art

of checking the importunity of dcfire, and of

preferving quiet and innocence. Innocent gra-

tifications muft be fometimes with-held ;
he that

complies with all lawful defires will certainly

lok his empire over himfelf, and in time either
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