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50 HISTORY OF MINNESOTA.

sippi river, above the Falls of Saint Anthony, is a

country of many lakes. So numerous aie they, and

interlaced by clear and sparkling brooks, to an aeronaut

they would appear like a necklace of diamonds, on silver

filaments, gracefully thrown upon the bosom of Earth.

Surrounded by forests of the sugar maple—^the neigh-

bouring marshes fertile in ilie growth of wild rice—the ,

waters abounding in fish—the shores once alive with

the beaver, the otter, the bear, and the fox—they were

sites just adapted for the residence of an Indian popu-

lation.'

"When the Dahkotahs were first noticed by the Euro-
'

pean adventurer, large numbers were occupying this

region of country, and appropriately called" by the voya-

geur, ." People of the Lakes." ^ And tradition, asserts

that here, was the ancient centre of this tribe. Though

we have traces of their warring and hunting on the

shores of Lake Superior, there is no satisfactory evid^jce,

.

of their residence, east of the Mille Lac region.' ^f
The word Dahketah, by whigh they love to be desig-

nated, signifies allied or joined together in friendly com-

pact, and is equivalent to ^/ E pluribus unum," the motto

on the seal of the United States.

In the history of the mission at La I*ointe, Wisconsin,

published nearly two centuries ago, a writer, referring

to'the Dahkotahs, remarks:

—

" For sixty leagues from the extremity of the Upper

Lake, toward sunset; and, as it were in the centre of

1 / . the western nations, they have all wilted thmr'jorceby
! ':

a general league."

1 A/ .

• Gens du Lao.

* They have no name for Lake Superior.—G. H. Pond, in " Dahhotdh

Thwaxitku Kin." r.
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