
ct last fall

y dreamer!
wise after
einan can
old people
t Is going
can hold

'le for a
'ry conve-
>nt. But
e has not
connection
upon the

the devel-
ssert that
•ecords of
le history
west, and
n prompt
taken by
of which
auds, and
[)ney were
f nioraent
aticn, we
ise would
pinion of
had been
slmt out
?re being
Into that
be a gen-
to that

vie more
it man to
n charge
i emplov-
of tliat

from the
i Yukon
3 had no
rid. The
be rp-
in the

ukon on
xpeet to
ch creet
een dls-

' report-
>ut j;old
I single
read it

it with
m Were
ikely at
!imount
I urged
of tlie

Pnrlia-
:ure of
such a
a man
he Oi>.
nan to
I a re-

lation
which
let be-
»—and

It did not become so known until the arriral
of the first steamboat from Alaska, bearing
a large quantity of gold, the arrival of
which created great excitemont—notlilng de-
finite was before the Gov. rnment as to the
richness of the discoveries or as to the dis-

coveries being BO extensive as to warrant
aiy large or PXorl)ltnnt exp.Miditur«» In con-
nection with the Yukon district. But prior
to that time, some steps had been taken. 1

did not leave the matter in the same shape
as it was left by lion, gentlemen opposite.who
year after year neglected, si far as I know,
to ijviMi read the rc^ports of the otHcers they
sent into that country. Prior to that time.
I had taken steps to send there a gold com-
missioner, instructed and authorized to

transact the business that would arise In

connection with raining claims, with two
assistants, this force being deemed amply
sufficient for the work sc far as we had any
Idea of it at that time. As the excitement
Increased, we took such further steps as
seemed to be necessary. We adopted mea-
sures to Increase the number of the mount-
ed police and to have them selected and all

necessary supplies forAs arded as quickly as
pcssil)le. But we did not realize, and 1 do
not think the House will blame us
for not realizing until the summer ha<l

nearly passed that there was going to be
anything like the rush to that countiy
wlilch materialized last fall. We only saw
what wjis going on around us, an<l
what we could gather from our read-
ing of the newspapers from day to day ; and.
not being desirous of taking stops of im-
portance not Justified by the facts, and aoi
being desirous of making exjienditure.s we
could not justify, we only took tlip steps

:

that were absolutely necessary at that tlmo.
Later on we found, on account of the total-

ly unprecedented circumstances which had
arisen, and which were likely to arise, we
had to take further and much more oxton-
slve steps in connection with the protection
and j)rovisioning of tliat country, as to
Which T will take the liberty of giving some
facts in a few moments. I have spoicen
only of this particular pliaso of the quos-
tion for the purpose of showing that the
hon. leader of the Opposition, in his nttor
desperation, In his desire to conceal from
the House and the public the fact that he
has been switched into line" by the hon.
member for East Yorlc fMr. Maclean), has
endeavoured to put a moaning on the words
of the Minister of Roilway:^ which thoy do
noc bear, and to make an attack on the
Government's position, in which they are im-
pregnable and not open to attack. Tlien,
the hon. gentleman proceeded to make an
attack upon myself : and I do not know
whether I like the hon. gontloman better
when he attacks me or commends me. but.

on the whole. I think I prefer the attack.
My hon. friends around me are rather suspi-
cious when the hon. gentleman commends
me. The hon. gentleman said :

" Why were
steps not taken In regard to pushing forward -

this work wh^n Mr. Jennings met tlie Min-
ister of tlie Interior and came down with
him on the "Quadra " from Wrangell to Van-
crmvor. Will any nmn believe that Mr. .Ten-

nlngs did not communicate all the necessary
information In regard to this route to the
Minister of the Interior when they travelled
together on the steamer ?" Does any mendier
believe that a Minister in his senses would
take steps to have a railway constructed
from Stiklne River to Teslln I>ake to get
into the Yukon River by the Hootallnqua
River, when he did not know whether that
river was navigable or not ? That. I pre-
sume, is the way in which the Minister of
Railways, in tlie plenitude of his experi-
ence, would have proceeded.

Some hon. MEMBERS. Oh, oh.

The MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR.
Tlie ex-Minlster of Railways and Can-
als (Sir Charles Tupper). I mean. The
hon leader of the Opposition has given
great attention to some parts of Mr. .Ten-

nings's rojiort. and I recommend him to give
some attention to some other portions. If

the hon, gentleman will look at page 13,

he will find a report dated .Tanunry 0th,

by Mr. Arthur St. Cyr. This report Mr.
.Tennings did not receive until a few days
later, and I do not think I received Mr.
.lonnings's report until the 13th or lltli of
tlie montli. I could not have called I'or

lenders for the construction of the work on
^Ir. .Tennlngs's report because the report to
which I have alluded, as necessary, was the
report to be made by Mr. St. Cyr, who was
sent by Mr. .TcMinings. under m.v special In-

st ruci ions, to ascertain whether Teslln Lake
and liootalhuiua River were naviga))le or
not. So. when we conunenced our proceed-
ir.gs, >vo had an intelligent plan in our minds,
and wlien we got our reports comjiletod,
we know certain facts beyond a doubt, and
that the route we selected was a route
which would be a proper one for Parlia-
ment to adopt for the purpose of getting
p.nssengers and supplies into that country.
We could not have known anything alwut
it from Mr. .Tennlngs's report, if there had
boon no report made as to the navlgal)illty
of the waters below. This re))ort was dated
6th .Tanuary ; it was sent to Mr. .Jennings
a day or two Inter, and it got into m.v hands
about .Tanuaiy l.Sth. The contract was
signed on January 2.'>th ; and I tliink the
House will aaroe with me. without any
further discussion, that no additional answer
whatever is required to the strictures of the
hon. gentleman on the Government for
not having proceeded witii more speed.
I do not know that it is necessary far me
to make any more detailed reference to the
remarks of the hon. gentleman (Sir Charles
Tupper)) except to say that among the
principal reasons, or alleged reasons, which
he gave this afternoon for his cliange of
mind, was that another offer had been made
to construct a line of railway from Pyramid
Harbour by way of Chllkat Pass and Fort


