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3p liis sLirt sleeve, and showing Lis arm, said i

* Look there, I ana fat. I can fast." He was then

eleven or twelve years old. Such was the disposi^

tion of the child on whom Louise lavished the

care of a tender mother for several years, till God
recalled the poor boy from this world.

Louise had a niece named x\gatha, the only

daughter of one of her sisters. vShe was, and justly

so, her child of predilection. Pious, and ever at*

tentive to her aunt's good advice and wise lessons,

Agatha verified her name by her exemplary con-

duct, and by her example amid her young compan-

ions. She was well instructed in her catechism,

and was preparing for her first communion ; she

had already presented herself at the tribunal of

penance to make a good confession, when an attack

of apoplexy deprived her of speech. She survived

only one day, suffering greatly, but with admirable

patience. Her death was a severe and painful trial

to the heart of Louise, who long after stiil kept her

loss fresh in her mind, yet she submitted perfectly

to the divine will, and convinced that her niece had

gone to a better world, she overcame her grief, and

shed not a tear ; on the contrary, she never ceased

thanking the Almighty for the favor he had be-

btowed upon Agatha, by snatching her away from the

dangers of earth to set her in his heavenly mansion.

Louise lived in great poverty
;
yet the slightest

murmur never escaped her to sho\\ her wants or her


