
Robin Hood's Barn

The door closed behind her. Elinor Calvert

and Christopher Neville stood looking at each

other across the width of the fireplace. A long
silence followed, broken at last by Elinor's impul-
sive speech.

" Why art thou come hither ?

"

" Maryland is free to all."

" Why dost thou seek to become my tenant?
"

" I have a fa^.cy for the land at Cecil Point."

"Thy answers ring false. Tell me the real

reason in a word."

" As well in one word as in a thousand, since

the word is Thou"
The flush mounted to Elinor Calvert's brow

and she stood playing with the tassels of her
girdle, finding nothing to say in answer.

" Yes," Nqville went on, " for thy sake I am
come hither out of England. For thy sake 1

came this night that I might have speech of thee.

For this reason I would fain be thy tenant, that

i might add one strong arm for thy defence in

the dangers which threaten."

" Thou art a friend indeed."

" Ay, a true friend, since thou wilt have me for

naught beyond. It is ten years since I asked
thee wouldst thou have me for a husband, and
thou didst deny me, and wed Calvert. For four

years I strove as an honest man should to put
thee out of my mind. I was fain to believe }. had
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