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In the 2d place, Let me mention, as one
of the more immediate caufes of our pre-
fent danger^ that unbounded licentioufnefs,

which, for a long time, has prevailed in

writing and difcourfe.

The liberty of the prefs is indeed a rr.ofl:

facred right of Britifli freedom ; hut, like

all other privileges, it may be abufed, and,

and when it is, may be productive of the

moft pernicious confequences. No charac-

ter h '' b^en lacred enough to be fafe

from tht jrrent of calumny and reproach,

which, for fome time paft, has poured itfelf

upon the public ear. The moft private a-

fylum of domellic peace has not been fecure

againft that malignant poifon that glides in

every breath, and is fcattered about on e-

very page. The throne has been openly

attacked ; and not only have the meafures

of government been arraigned, as in former

times, but the legiflature itfelf has been ri-

diculed, traduced, and almolt libelled in its

own hearing. And what is the confequence

of this vile licentioufnefs ? Kas the tongue

of fedition, and the pen of fad'on proceed-

ed to fuch outrage, that they are now no

longer
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