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iofs and profper by their adverfity. Do the

Americans feem ripe for a revolt, merely bc-

caufe they complain of fuch a grievance ? or
does it follow that a man is not to be pacified

by a6ls ofjuftice, merely becaiife he refills afts

of violence and opprelficn. So far have the

Americans been from complaining without

caufe, that we have long admired their patience

in fuflFering, their fteady perfeverance and mo-
deration in complaining. I do not indeed fay

that the Americans have fiiflfered in proportion

to the bitternefs of the draught that has been

prepared for them : I cannot deny that the

guardian angel of that country feems to have

been prcfent in the Britifh councils, while the

demon of difcord was dealing out her potions

with an unrelenting hand. She h^s diluted

the poifon and faved her country. Our fiatef-

men have liftened to the council of Ahitho-

phel ; they have added cruelty to oppreflion,

and infult to injury ; they have followed one

ad of tyranny by another, with fuch hafty

fteps, that they have faved where they meant
to deftroy ; they have roiized the inoft torpid

American, they have informed the moft fcru»

pulous cafnift.

It being once more determined, in an evil

hour, to tax the Americans, though the ftamp-

a£lhad been repealed, and they being refolvcd

in the moft peaceable manner to elude the force

of fuch a tax, by not confuming any article

on which it was laid, the meaiure for fome

time fecmed to be defeated ; but it was a fa-

vourite meafurc, A new law was framed, by

which


