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ance did not permit them to do much more

mifchief, and their being out of power from

the year 1776 to the year 1782, left them

without the means ofpurfumg their plan any

farther than by fomenting and abetting the

rebellion in America, and lending fome of

their party to the Minifler to defeat his plans

for fubduing it. The hard conditions they

impofed upon the King, when they came into

power in 1782, were in perfeifl conformity

to their plan of inthralling Majefty, and the

cagernefs with which they framed and pur-

fued meafures for reducing the King's influ-

ence is too well known to require being

particularly mentioned. They indeed fo ef-

fecflually employed the power of the fove-

reign, to deflroy his authority and influence,

that in their fhort continuance in office they

found means to reduce the number attached

by offices to the Crown, in the Houfe of

Commons, below the number neceflary to

form an Houfe ; and by depriving all revenue

office;;;^ whether freeholders or freemen, of

their votes at ele(ftions, they did not leave

any otiicr Minifler the power of fecuring even

his own feat in it. And had they fucceeded

in feizing into their own hands the whole re^

venue
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