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Ooremor coaM haw lent hit indaptadwt

Mction. No Lieut. Governor poRMMed of *

ptrk of independence, had ha not lurrendered

hit authority, could have sanctioned tuch aa

act M the exclusion of 100 Jusiicon of the Peace,

without a charge and without a hearing—nor

could he h tve ventured, a» he did in this case,

to violate the Queen't Instructions). I« it not

better, then, that ho ihould bo antliorised as an

Imperial Commissioner only, (ns in Scotlnml,)

without retaining a nominal authority, which

only subjects him to oliloquy or contempt.

But, sir, It has been repeatedly and fully ad-

mitted—nay, urged, that on the principle of

responsibiliiy the council only can act—the

Governor s name merely being used. I Imvo

not been able to lay my hand on a little pamph-

let insned some years ago by ilio lion. I'rovinci-

al Secretory in which this view of the subject is

put forth. The Governor was to be a gentle-

man at large, with nothing to do. His duty

would be to distribute the spoils of office to the

successful combatants in the political arena

—the dispenser of the honors at a tournament

:

—these were his familiar illustrations. Why
then retain the shadow, at the risk of moking

the office cither contemptible or obstructive (

Sir, the consequences of this alternaiivo do

not rest here. The want of respect to the Lt.

Governor is unhappily reflected back, and will

tend to weaken the veneration due to the Sove-
reign herself.

The danger to the permanency of the existing

constitution demands serious consideration —
Let me imagine that the present Lieutenant

Governor were removed, and another to take his

place who entertained prejudices which placed

nim in opposition to the present administration.

Might he not present many obstructions ?—and
take advantage of some crisis when it would bo

exceedingly difficult to resist him, or to render

his opposition to the wishes of the people nuga-

toryand inoft'ectual, without endangering their

position ? This, so long as they had a majori-

ty here would be unfair, and inconsistent with

your system. Reversu the case, and supposo

that the changing tide of politics should change
the party in power, and an assembly should be

returned inimical to those now in office, but the

Lieutenant Governor be in their favor. Can
we not readily imagine how much he might
thwart and obstruct the new administration, and
exercise his power unfkirly to the Assembly,
and in opposition to the voice and interests of

the people.

As regards, therefore, the permanency of the

principles established in Nova Scotia, it is of

importance thtit the people of this country
should be free irom this danger. For, sir, with-

out professing a prophetic spirit, let me say
that if the principles I am now contending for

be not distinctly acknowledged, the time will

come when Governors will uttempt to exercise

the powet they now nominally possess, and
place themselves in opposition to the wishes of
the people. I may be told that the Executive
have the right to retire. I admit it ; but is it

fair, after having won the confidence of the
people, they should be factiously and unconsti-

tntionally driven to this necessity ? Perhaps
they mair not have the virtue. I do not allude
toany cfasBofnen—I am speaking of man,
aorroanded by the various trials and tompta-
tions to which he It eabject, and I laj they may
not have the Tirtne ; md yieiding to encroach-
menu i«ther than cMlaiigvr their places, things
may so rstMgnde, that renewed stnggle*, more

aggravated than tlie past, may eiuUkgar the
country.

This, then, has brought me to the next step
in my argument. Having proved that the
English Government—the Kuglish I'lirlian cnt

—and the Lieutenant Governor, have, under
the present system, surrendered their authority

in the local oti'airs of the Colony, it may M
asked—what more is needed J I answer tliat

that surrender bo mado irrivocaUe. While a
member of the Executive Council from 1844 to

1H'17, 1 endeavored under Lord Falkland, to

unite with the responsibility of the Executive
Council to the Legislature, the indc(yeiidene«

of the Lioutenimt Governor, and some measure
of controul to the Imperial Parliament. The
principle of responsibility was as much ac-
itnowlolifcd then as now ; nnd my colleagues

ond myself were always ready to resign our
scats on a vote of this Imnss. What we did

want was, thiit whilo the voice of the people

through their re))iescntativ('s, should govern
their own nfl'uirs, some check should Lo oppos-

ed to the dcsii^ns of interested demagogues, and
the oppression of pnrlinmciiiary oligarchies—

always injurious to the freedom and welfare of

the people. It was difficult ; in theory it seem,
cd impossible. Yet I think it might have been
ciTucted. It required some forbearance in par-

ties—discretion and integrity in the Lieutenant

Governor, and wisdom and dl^ -rimination in the

imperial government,—and iliua we hoped there

would result as little oppressive and injurious

change as possible in the ir'i'uiiibents of*^ ofHce,

on a change of parties. Here lay the only

real ditVcrcnco between those who succeeded

us and ourselves. Karl Grey's despatch of Slst

of March, 1847, contained all I wished. No-

thing could be much more salisfactery, on the

points of difference, anti in itself it w is one

which I have ever esteemed worthy of admira-
tion. That despatch contained the most hono>
rable sentiments, and urged the most beneficial

checks ; but, alus ! it only proves how much
more easy it is to write wisely and well, than to

act wisely and well. That, sir, in a state paper

containin.; sentiments of which every English-

man may be proud, unless one— its titled author.

For whilst expatiating on the right, he has

been content to pursue the expedient, and that,

too, at the expense of houor and justice, and
his own recorded sentiments. He has thus

abandoned every controul worth speaking of.

—

But, sir, tho thing is done, and done irrevocably,

for the controul of tho Lieutenant Governor,

and tho Imperial Government can never again

bo looked upon as leoitimatk elements in our

colonial constitution. As rcgrrds our local

affairs, all we can desire now is that what that

constitution is may be perfectly understood

and definitely confirmed. To attempt to re-

verse what has been established, would intro-

duce confusion, uncertainty, agitation, and end-

less mischief. Whatever improvement our
circam»:tances may demand must be sought

onward and forward, not backward.

It may be'urged that there is no danger. Why
excite needless discussion'? There is tvtry

danger. I have already shown the risk that

may occur, in cnso of a change in the person of

the Lieutenant Governor ; and these would he
increased, should there bo individuals in oppo-

sition in such a case who held the same estimate

of the obligations of those iu opposition as

some did when Sir John Uarvey arrived- Snp-

poK the one party or the other at the next

ei«cticnt to be retureed in a small majority, mti


