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cruel of undue influences,—that influence

which the opulent exert over the needy, have

in a manner been confl:rained to adt contrary

to judgment and inclination j while there

are others who have been mifled by their

ignorance, and the fophiftry of men of better

underftanding.

—

-.—To thefe, and that large

body of my countrymen who are unjuflly

debarred the privilege of eledtion, and, ex-

cept by petition and remonft:rance, have no

legal means of oppofing the meafures of go-

vernment, I addrefs myfelf on the prefent

momentous occafion.

It can be no fecret to you, my friends

and fellow citizens, that the miniftry, after

having exhaufl:ed all thofe ample fources of

corruption which your own tamenefs under

oppreflive taxes have afforded, either fearing

the unbiaflTed judgment of the people, or im-

patient at the flow, but fleady progrefs of

defpotifm, have attempted to wrefl from our

American Colonics every privilege neceflary

to freemen ;—privileges which they hold

from
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