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ROTJTE OF THE NIAOABA filVEK.

Ntagaf%l Rivelr, etrntteeiing Lake Erie whh Lake Ontarfa^

and forming the outlet of four of the five gfeat American lakes^

is 36 miles long, from 40 to 60 feet deep, and has a current (inde*

pendent of the FallSf) of about four mJles an hour. At fts head it

is about three-fourths of a m&e wide; but after a course of about

ten miles, it widens, and flowing in two dfstimct channels, forms
several islands, the largest tft Which is Grrand Isiand, iSf miles long,

and from two to seVen miles wfde, and reaching within one and
a half miles of the Falls^ Navy Island, the next in importance, is

much smaller; and the others are alt very stnal).

Fort Eri^, situated an the West side of Niagara rfvefy nearly

opposite Buffalo, is a place of interest to the reader of American
History. On the 13th of August, the American troop» under the

command of General Gaines^ being encamped at Fort Erie, Were
attacked by a British force numbering nearly twice as mai\y as

the Americans* Fort Erfe at this time was not in reality a fort,

but merely an encampment, affording the Americans no particular

advantage, with reffard to position or defense^ mere than an open
field. The folloWmg account We abridge from a detail of the

battle, in Frost's Remarkable Eventis jn IfiiE History of
AmeHica, by an officer who* Was engaged in the coniiict

:

"On the eTenitig of the fourteenth, General Gaines having observed some

signs of an approaching visit froifit the enethyf put bis force in the t)cst situa-

tion for giving them a proper reception.

" Agreeably to the orders of the British general, the attack was organized

into three colttmtis. The first, consisfiAg of detachments to the amount of

thirteen hundred men, was placed under the coznimand of Lieutenant Colonel

Fischer, of the King's regiment. Seven hundred picked men, under Lieutenant

Colonel Drummond, composed the second or center column. And the one

hundred and third regiment, amounting to upward of eight hundred men,

under the command of Colonel Scdtt, constituted the third. The points

against which these columns were to move, ^ere respectively the left flank, the

fort, and the line between the fort and the lake ; and the time fixed for the

enterprise was an early hour on the morning of the fifteenth. Accordingly,

about an hour and a half before day, the approach of an enemy was discov-

ered on the road west of Towson's battery, alid immediately after, the lines

on that quarter were furiously assaulted by^the enemy's first or second column.

The infantry of ^ur left, consisted at the time, of the twenty-first regiment,

tinder the command of Major Wood, of the engineers; who instantly drew up


