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that every thing should be in readiness for landing and

filling our water-casks in the morning ; when I went ashore

with the people employed in that service, having a party of

marines with us for a guard, who were stationed on the

beach. As soon as we landed, a trade was set on foot for

hogs and potatoes, which the people of the island gave us in

exchange for nails and pieces of iron, formed into something

like chissels. We met with no obstruction in watering ; on

the contrary, the natives assisted our men in rolling the

casks to and from the pool ; and readily performed whatever

we required. Every thing going on thus to my satisfaction,

and considering my presence on the spot as unnecessary, I

left the command to Mr. Williamson, who had landed with

me, and made an excursion into the country, up the valley,

accompanied by Mr. Anderson, and Mr. Webber ; the for-

mer of whom was well qualified to describe with the pen, as

the latter was to represent with his pencil, every thing we
might meet with worthy of observation. A numerous train

of natives followed us ; and one of them, whom I had dis-

tinguished for his activity in keeping the rest in order, I

made choice of as our guide. This man, from time to time,

proclaimed our approach ; and every one, whom we met,

fell prpstrate on the ground, and remained in that position

till we had passed. This, as 1 afterwards understood, is

the mode of paying their respect to their own great chiefs.

As we ranged down the coast from the east, in the ships, we

had observed at every village one or more elevated white

objects, like pyramids or rather obelisks ; and one of these,

whieh I guessed to be at least fifty feet high, was very con-

spicuous from the ship's anchoring station, and seemed to

be at no great distance up this valley. To have a nearer

inspection of it, was the principal object of my walk. Our

guide perfectly understood that we wished to be conducted

to it. But it happened to be so placed, that we could not get

at it, being separated from us by the pool of water. How-
ever, there being another of the same kind within our reach,
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