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tlic liiHil ll|ii)ll J,'<)illjif to sleep, t;veli lliuU^'ll tliey may llllVe soft fi-ntlier pillows to roHt

it upon; uihI, iiioi'eo\cr, I can s*i-oii^ly r>'eoiiiiMeiiil any of my lieareis wlio may -.iiller

from insomnia to try placini^; tin- liiiml unilrr tlie licail, palm upwanis, and in nine

cases out of ten tliey \\ ill yi, ,,(|' coiiii'ortalily to slee[», lait. wlietlier they will ilienm of

their ;,'orilla aneesto's I ani not pi'e|iaieii t<> piediet. Then, aLfain, the pieheii-ile

tenileney in the hands of i?ifants, and the peculiar love for elindiinif trees, whieh is

connnon to lioys anil j^irls alike, all [)oint to inherited tendencies from our sindan

ancestoiu

There is a wild tiihe of men called N'eddjdis in the island of Ci'vlon who have no

fixed haliitations, and who nad\e their heds at ni'_dit in trees with stiiks and leaves,

very nnieli after the fashion of ;,'orillas anti chimpanzees. Then, ai;ain, the lo\e of

.sport, which is so strong- in .some natures (I have it myself), is proliaMy inherited from

pi'imitive man, when the sup]ily of food was dependent upon the spoitsman, and Iw

iiecaine renowned in proportion to his smcess. AL^ain, the tiiste foi' keepinn- name until

it lieconies hieli prolialily dates iiaek to primiti\e a^'es. when it was necessary to han^

venison ami other kinds of name in trees or caM's foi- futur.' iim .

lint if all these inherited haliits and tendencies still elinn to u .after a hijise of

countless aj^es of time, how mui-li st rone-el' and mole \aried nn I ihosc^ tendencies he

which we have inherited finm our nunieidus :ind more recent fincestors, and how
compli "ited the nrowin^- ln'.iin of a youny child must he vhen it is prej^nant with

inherited lendemii utterly unsnited, mayhe, for the circumstances into which that

chilli has Imcii liorn.

Hciu'e the cai'e and caution wlii 'li are neccs-arv in dia^iinsis of lirjiiii powei'. and

lirain tendencies, and the patience and perseM-rance which are reipdred on the part of

the teacher in order to he en;d>liil to di\'ert the growth of the hr.iin into the mo-t

clevatinuf channels.

To show how much may he aciomplished ii\' e:u'e and patieni'e on the |>arl of the

teacher, I will yixe a ease which canic under my own nntice. it wa^ that of a hoy at

one of oiu' "'reat i)ulilic schools ni Kniiland, who, although ii i;'(>'id lio\' in other resneets,

was so densely stupid that the m.-isters could do nothing with him. A consultation

was held, and it was determined to ask the hoy's parent's to remove him from the

»olle;je. 'I'he house tutoi' went to inform him of the decision, iind to lli^ astoinshmeid

fi.und the l>oy in the colleei' iihrary and museum ahsorheil in a deep work upon natinal

history. Investi','ation |)roved that the ^[I'cater part of the hoy's play hours had lieen

passed in the Iihrary and museum studying;' works on natural history. The house tutor

askcfl that the deci.sion for the lioy's removal ndyht he res.inded, and that lu- nnjfht he

allowed to take him in hand, lie did .so, and set him to svork on natiu'al history and

science, and inuuediately the latent talent was evoked, the special inherited jmpress

upon the hrain at once responded to the cull, and so far from its heinn' necessary to

remove that hoy from the collen^o, he hocamo one of its most hrilliant ornaments Now,

in this case, the hoy's thoughts were so concentrated uiion his one talent thai he hecanie

iihsent and oMivious to other impressions ; hut no sooia;r did his mind yet free play

upon its .special channel than it at once reliexed the repressing f(»rce upon his other

faculties, and left them at lilicrty to expand. Had it not heeii for the care and

])atieiice of his house tutor, tlie whole tenor of that hoy's life might have heen

clianyod.


