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occasionally pliiiif^ed iu, tiioui^iii 1 always

inaiia^tMl to lieup rif^lit cud u|y, at no

tiiiio quite loHiut{ my balatjrx;. Midway
between the twoixiiutK aU^ver/j^-iitioned

1 had the f^ood t'ortuu^ to <j\t;nAkf: the

late JaiiieH Hall aud his m>o i.ltArieH,

both of the Irish ^^ttletuetit. who had

beeu out to the older hniiUiWitiiU and

were returning houje witij Ui>*:it ox-

team. They very kindly ofHtriA Ut take

charge of my [)uck, which hit>fi (A late

been growing very heavy. J j(larlly

banded It into their care, au<i than re-

lieved I made better time at» I (\u\ not

Hink so deeply in the sIukIj. I '/iiuu\^va\

to reach the boHpitable nhauty of Jolin

McCauley before dark, wher<.- tHwt family

did all in their power to lu^km tuti com-

f.)rtable for the night. On tij/c billowing

morning, though 1 felt in tyi \nm for

trav^'Iing I started ou my iUu4 day's

jouruey home where I arriivftcli »>efore

nightfall. I found all weJJ. futai that

Boyd had sold the schoouer ¥iy toCapt.

Alexander McGregor and hk vm mow
known as Capt McGregor) who wftre fit-

ting it up preparatory to Um.- ^:asr>n's

trade. There had been uo ^ciArvation

in any part of the settlemeut fei'ber of

nit.n or beast. The cattle liAvm^i ^)een

wintered ou browse aud bearitr toftadow

hay were in fine conditiun. aiiJau^a very

considerable number uf Keltlier»t.»fcrfc ex-

pected to come in during th<; <t|>rin^ and

summer the prospect alj<.'«/J was en

couraging. I felt that I v,\sij\M have no

reason to remain idle, aud I ihfcrefore

went to work again with a loiill. Thus
ond(ul my first year in Oweii iimnnd.

Although the late wiuttr h.A(i been

unusually long and sevei-ie ina^-igation

opened early, as I remerjjfjt-r Su^^iny left

in a batteau for Big Hea<i lihfef f>n the

first of May, and meeting wjtJn tixi rtoat-

ing ice though it exteudtxi aibng the

east side of the Bay where it i,»f\ been

piled up during tlie winter. Xfcar the

end of May the schooner "OUitr arrived

at Owen Sound from Toty^dW baviiig

at)oard Mr. Fiunn and family, cousi.stiug

of his wife;, and John and JamoH Doug-

las. During the season land seekers

came in droves. Many remained, hav-

ing found locations to suii. but many
more left again in disgust, taking with

them reports that were by no means
favourable to the country. 1 recollect

hearing some say that they woulJ not

take the whole country as a gift, as the

entire surface was composed of rocks

and .<wamps. I do not remember of any

increase to the population of the tovn

during that year, with the exception of

G. J. Gale and his wife, and Shaw
VVoolrich, also Thomas Hinchcliff and

wife. Jack Gale was born the following

year, being, as I believe, the first white

child born in the town. The Roman
Catholic Priest of Penetanguishine, who

had visited us the year previous but

held no service then, repeated liis visit

this season and gathered his little flock

together, celebrating mass in a bouse

belonging to VV. (). Boyd which the lat-

ter bad erected near his a^.b works.

This was the first service of the kind

ever held in tins place, and, I believe,

the last until about the year 1854, when

a young French Priest was sent here for

the purpose of establishing a perman-

ent mission. He purcha.sed the lot on

which the Sepcrate School now stands

and had a stone building erected there-

on. So far as I remember the bouse

of Henry McCabe ou tiio west side of

the river was used for services till the

new building was finished. This young

Priest, who became a general favorite

while here, was drowned in the River

St. Clair while on a visit to that part of

the country. He was succeeded by two

young men direct from France, who be-

ing fond of outdoor s])orts spent a good

deal of their leisure in ranging the

woods with their guns, though their

reward in the shape of game must have

been exceedingly small. One Sunday

afternoon they were engaged in shooting

squirrels and wood-peckers on the west


