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witli his employer. 13ut s(raiii;ely en(ni!;h,

Okido scarcely seemed to ncjtice tlie pres-

ence of her daughters, and ate his meal in

somewhat stolid silence. Aftei the repast

he permitted the pipe to be li,i;hted for liim

and proceeded to smoke at his leisure.

Madame >'amada could contain her curi-

osity no longer. At a sign trijm her, her

dau;iiters withdrew. Then she addressed

the Nakoda.

"In what way," she asked, "is the

l;:imWest one indebted to the esteemed

Okido for his honorable visit?
"

Okido put down the pipe on the hibachi

and, turning toward Madame Vamada,

looked at her keenly.
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