
with him an order from the All-Hu«-
«»un iJIrt-ctorute that the tniUtia of
thf I'rovinco be handed o\<r to him.

'The militia is your poUc-," I

said to M. Medvleyeff, 'how can you
ilo without It?"

"W'e no lonser ha\e the power to
iirrcst a imkpocket, " h.' n-pli.-J in
his modest way.

"Uul why shi. liU the Dinctorate
want to do such a thing? Most of
Its mciiiljer.s are of your own party?"
A few members of the Executive

«"oun<'ii entered the Chairman's cab-
inet.

"We have a theory" said one of
them. 'We have come to the coti-

clutilon that someone else is spiakint;
for the l)iiectorate."

"And the Directorate itself?-—

"

"Is put out of the way."
"How can .\ou itnaRine such a

thinK?"
"We can imagine nothing else."

l>Ml they have their own secret in-

formation or was it instinct that led

them on the ri^ht trail?

I had no time to conjeoture my-
self. Kor while political history was
thus making in Siberia, I was busy
with my own work—taking stock of

the accumulated stores of wealth in

Vladivostok. The Tsar's old olflcials

were bad bookkeepers. An item in-

dicating the presence in Vladivostok
of some millions of pounds of sewinur
machines and typewriters

—

articles

greatly needed in Siberia—^proved
upon inve.-^tigatlon to be nothine but
electric bulbs. Some 75,000,000
pounds of tea and a similar quan-
tity of rice were reluctant to make
their appearance, as were a number
of other articles In quantities of mil-

lions of pounds. l!ut the most diffl-

cult task of all was to ascertain the

contents ' ' the private warehouses.
Yet it was highly important for Si-

beri;* to get at the facts. For Ameri-
can merchants could not be expected
to ship their products to Siberia un-
less they knew in advance what the

Siberians themselves had on hand.
'You will find our cornerers of the

people's bread a hard lot to deal

with," I was told on every side.

The Zemstvo had a law on Itc sta-

tutes by which the merchants could
\>e ordered to submit Invt-ntorles of

their stock. This order the ofnclals

of the Zemstvo government were very
anxious to Issue, for above all things

they vulut-d t'le co-operation of the
I. nited States

"Then why don t you issue this or-
der at once-- I asked them.

• Because "1. T.-ieklinsky in.ilstn that
he will i.sHue the order whi.-h you
want."

M. Tseklinsk> wa.-i the newly-ar-
rive,! repr.'sentaliv,. ,.f the .Ministry
«jf Supplies at <Jm,-.k. It was true that
he had promi.s.-d t.. iHsue (he order
Hut his prncastiiialions wer,. endle««
and his e.xcusew mlinite.

"But he has promi.sed a dozen timoa
in the last few dajs, and he still keeps
on postponing;," 1 object.'d.
"He will never i.saue it," wi.-, M

Medvieyeff's lacnic dedaraticii.
"Why not, when it in so plainly in

the interest.s of mere Siberia."
"Because th- .Mpocu ator.< are

among his .-taunchest political .-^up-
porter.s. H,. will not m,Ne.st them in
the interests o finere Siberia,"

"Th. n why don't you i.ssue the or-
der yourselves?"

•We probai)ly shall. Ip a day or
two the situation will clear up.
The very next day there appeared

in the newspapers an open letter by
the newly arrived otficial from f)msk
It was to the effect that the Omsk
representative h.id no right to inter-
fer,- with the workings of that body.
Furthermore, the letter st.it<»d that
the rejrularly elected authorities of
the Province were responsible to the
people for the billions of rubles worth
of commodities. They refused to
hand them over to a person who bore
no responsibility to th.' people of the
Province.

But the Omsk government was
ready for the occasion. M. T.';eklin-
sky Informed the Zemstvo adminis-
tration that if it did not hand over
to him immediately all the supplies
of the Province, he would order what
practically amounted to a blockade

—

he would stop railway shipments to
and from Vladivostok.

The Zemstvo admini.stration sub-
mitted, and vast quantities of sup-
plies In the maritime Province were
delivered to the government of Omsk.
Some days later the following Item

appeared in the newspapers:
"The temporary AU-Russian gov-

ernment issued an order to the effect
that the Siberian Duma which had
been dissolved by order of the Ad-


